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MUTINY OF THE BOtlNTY. 


■ CHAPTER I. 

II.JIN OF THE EXPEDITION^UTFIT, AWD OcriiftRKNCXS TO THE 

TIME OK LEAVING SNaLANI>-*2}EMCHlPTfON OK THE BREAD- 

fruit. 

The king having been graciously pleased to 
comply with a request from the merchants and 

* planters interested in his majesty’s West India 
; possessions, that tho bread-fruit tree might be 
1 introduced ^to those islands, a vessel, proper 
j for tho undertaking, was bought, and taken into 
I (lock at Deptford, to be provided with tlie neccs- 

; Kury fixtures and prepui'ations for executing the, 

: object of the voyage. These were completed 
according to a plan of my much honoui'ed friend, 

• Sir Joseph Banks, which, in the event, proved 
I the most advantageous that could have been 

adopted for the intended purpose. 

The ship was uamedtlio Bounty: I wal^Appointed 
to command heron the 16th of August, 1787. Her 
burthen was nearly two hundred and fifteen tons; 
li(5r extreme length on deck, niftety feetteu inches; 
extreme breadth, twenty-four feet tlftree inches; 
and height in tlie hold under the beams, at the 
main hatchway, ten feet thi^ec inches. In the 
cockpit were mo cabins of the surgeon, gunner, i 
botanist, and clerk, with a steward - rpom and 1 
Store-rooms. The between dbeks was divided in 
the f(illowiug manner:—^the great cabin was ap¬ 
propriated for the preservation of tlie plants, and 
- extended as far forward ^ the after hatchway, 
jit had two large sky-ngiita, and on each .side 
three scuttles for air, find was fitted vrith a ial^ 
floor eut full of holds, to coutaki the gardeu-pots, 
ill which the plants were to be brought home. 
The deck was covered with lead,'and at the foremost 
corners of the cabin were fixed,pj^ies to carry off 
the ^vater. that drained from the plants, into tubs 
placed below to save it for futu^ use. 1 had as 
umall cabin on one side to sleep in, adjoining to 
the great cabin, and a place near the middle of 
me ship to eat in. The bulk-head of this apaiii- 
was at the after-part of the main hatchway, 
and on each side of it were the births ^of the 
mates and midshipmen; between these birthi^ the 
ann-chest was placed. The cabin of the master, 
m which was always kept the key of the arms, 
^'as opposite to mine. This particular dSscrip- 
won of the interior ports of the ship is rendered 
accessary by the ©vent of 4he expedition. 

The ship was masted accordn^ to the propor- 
mu of th© navy; but, on my application, the 
maste were shortened, as 1 thought them too 

'itih for her, considering ^ nature of the voyage. 




• 

a On the 3rd .of September, the ship came out of 
dock; but the carpenters and lodiers remained on 
board much longer, as they nad a great deal of 
work to finish. 

The nejt material alteration made in the fitting 
out, was, lessening the quantity of iron and other 
ballast.—I gave directions that only nineteen tons 
of iron should be taken on board, instead of the 
customary proportion, which was forty-five tons. 
The stores and provisions 1 fudged would be fully 
sufiieicnt to answer the purpose of the remainder; 
for I am of opinion, that many of the misfortunes 
which attend ships in heavy storms of wind, axe oc¬ 
casioned by too much dead weight in their bottoms. 

The establishment of men and oiiiccrs for the 
s^ip were as follows:—1 Lioutonant to conmiaud; 
1 Master; 1 Boatswain ; 1 Gunner; 1 Cariienter; 

1 Surgeon ; 2 Muster^s Mates ; 2 Midshipmen ; 

2 Quai'ter Masters; 1 Quarter Masters* Mate; 
1 Boats walnls Mate; 1 Gunner’s Mate; 1 Car¬ 
penter’s Mate ; 1 Carjicntcr’s Crew ; 1 Sailmakcr ; 
1. Armourer; 1 Corporal; 1 Clerk and Stewaid ; 
23 able seamen—Total 44. 

Two skilful and careful men were appointed, at 
Sir Joseph Banks’s recommendation, to have tho 
management of the plants intended to be brought 
home: the one, David Nelson, who had been on 
slmUar^einployment in Captain Cook’s last voyage ; 
the other, william Drown, as an assistant to him. 
—With these two, our whole number amounted to 
forty-six. 

* It was proposed, that our route to tho Society 
Islands should be round Cape Horn; and tlie 
greatest despatch became necessary, as the season 
was already far advanced: but tne shipwrights 
not beii^ able to complete their work by the time 
the ship was ready in other I'espects, our sailing 
was unavoidably retarded. However, by the 4t{i 
of October the pilot came on board to take us down 
tl^ river ; on &e 9th we fell down to Xx)ug Reach, 
where wc received our gunner’s stores, aud guns, 
four 4-]>odnder8 and ten swivels. 

The ship was stored and victualled for eighteen 
months. In addition to the customary allowance 
of provisions, we were su^^ed with sour krout, 
portable soup, essence of x^t, dried malt, and a 
proportion of barley and wheat in lieu of oatmeal. 
1 was likewise furm^ed with a quantity of iron¬ 
work aud trinkets, to serve m .pur intercourse 
with the nativea,m the South t aud from the 
Board of Longitude 1 received Ii&&e-kceper, made 
by Mr. Kendal. ^ 

Ou the 10th 1 received orders to proceed to 
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Spithead; but tbe winda and weather were so 
unfavourable that we did not arrive there till the 
4th of November. On the 24th I received from 
Lord Hood,' who commanded at Spithead, my 
, final orders. The wind, which for several fays 
before had been favourable, was now turned 
directly a^nst us. On the 28th the ship’s com¬ 
pany received two months’ pa;^ in advance, and 
on the following morning we worked out to St. 
Helen’s, where we were obliged to anchor. 

We made different unsuccdLsful attempts to get 
down channel, but contrary winds and bad weather 
constantly forced us back to St. Helen’s, or Spit- 
head, until Sunday the 23rd of Oeceiiiber, when 
we sailed witli a fair wind. 

The object of all the former voyages to ^he 
South Seas, undertaken by the conimaiid of his 
present majp8ty,vhas been the advancement of 
science, and tlie increase of knowledge. This 
voyage may be reckoned the first, the intention of 
which has been to derive benefit from those distant 
discoveries. For the more fully complohcnding 
the nature and plan of the expedition, and that 
the reader may he possessed of every information 
necessary for entering on the following sheets, I 
shall here lay before him a copy of the instructions 
I received from the Admiralty, and likewise a short 
description of the bread-fruit. 

By the Commitiio7ierg for exeentino the rJJTcc of 
Lord Jiiph Admiral of Great Britain and 
Ireland, 

Wherefift the king, upon a roproBontation fmm tJie mo» 
ohantfl and planters interested In liis majesty's "Weet India 
pOBBeRsiona, that tlie Introduction of the bread-fruit tree 
Into the Islands of those seas, to oonstHdto an articlo of 
food, would bo of very essential benefit to t^o inhabitiints, 
hath« in order to promote tlie Iiitcrehts of ho resp('cinbIo a 
body of his subjects (cspooinlly in an instance which pro¬ 
mises ffoneral advantage) thought fit that inensures should 
be taken for the procmdng some of those trees, and oon- 
veying thorn to the said West India islands: and whereas 
the vessel under 3 'onr command hath, in conseqiienco 
tinnioof, hcon stored and victualled for tliat siTVico, and 
fitted with proper conveniences and necessaries for tjie 
preservation of as many of the said trees ns, fiuin her size, 
can ho taken on board her; and you have been directed to 
i rocoivo on board her the two gardeners named in the mar- 
! gin •, who, from their knowledge of trees and plants, have 
been hired for tho purpose of selecting such as shall appear 
to be of a proper spoclos and size: * 

You are, therefore. In pursunneo of his majestj^'s plea¬ 
sure, signified to us b}' Lord Sydney, one of his principal 
secretaries of state, hereby required and directed ptit to 
sea in the vessel you command, tho first favourable oppor¬ 
tunity of wind and w’eathcr, and proceed witli* her, as 
expeditiously as possible, round Capo Horn, to the Society 
TtUuide, situate in tho southern ooe^tn, in the latitude sf 
about eighteen degrees south, and longitude of about tw'o 
hundred and ten degrees cast from Greenwich, wlicra, 
according to the accounts given by the late Capt. Cook, 
and persons who accompanied him during his voyagee, 
the bread-fruit tree is to be found in tho most luxuriant 
state. 

Having arrived at the *abovo-montiohed Islands, and 
taken on boai'd as many trees and plahtsoJi may bethought 
necessary (tbe better to cnabloV'ou to do W'hich, you have 
already been furnished with Buc^stTticI<» of merohantlise 
and trinkets os it is suppoi^d w UI|y wanted to satisfy the 
natives) you are to proe^M ffdM|Sie»ce through Endea¬ 
vour Strelghtfl {which' B^lland from New 

Guinea) to l^rinoe*ai|Pi^|nd,'^liQ(4^^ of Bunda, or, if 

It shbuld h^open In t>4) mofe'qe^euiont, to pass on the 

^ WUUtan Brown. 


eastern side of Java to some port on the north side of that 
Island, where any breadfruit trees which may have been 
injured, or have died, may be-replaoed by mangosteens, 
durlens. Jacks, naheas, lansas, and other fine fruit trees 
of that quarter, as well as the rioe plant which grows upon 
dry land; all of which species (or such of them as shall be 
judged most eligible) you are to purchase on the best terms 
yAi can from Oic inhabitants of that island, with the ducats 
with which you have alsobeon furnished for that purpose; 
taking care, however, if the rioe plants above-mentioned 
cannot bo procured at Java, t(» touch at Prince's Island for 
them, where they axe regularly cultivated. 

Froni Prince’s Island, or tho Inland of Java, you are to 
proc<HHl round tbe Cape of Good Hope to tho West Indies 
(culling on j'our waj' thither at any places which may be 
thought necessary) and deposit ono half of such of the 
above-mentioned trees and plants as may bo then alive 
at his mojesty’9 botunical garden at St. Vincent, for the 
benefit of the "Windward Islands, ioid then go on to 
Jamaica: and, having dolivevod the remainder to Mr. 
East, or such person or persons as may be authorised by 
tho governor and council of that island to receive them; 
refreshed y'our people, and received on board such provi¬ 
sions and stores as may bo necessary for tho voyage, ninko 
the best of your way back to England; repairing to Bplt- 
head, and sending to our secretary ou account of your 
arrival and proceed logs. 

And whereas you will receive herewith q copy of the 
instructions which have been given to tho above-mentioned 
Kardoiicrs for their KuidaiHie, as well in procuring thosiiid 
trees and plants, and the management of them oftor they 
4 >hail be put on board, as for bringing to I‘lngland a small 
sauiplo of each species, and such othorsasniay be prepared 
by the superinteudtuit of the botanical garden at St. Vin¬ 
cent's, and by the said Mr. Ka.st, or others, for hie majesty's 
garden at Kew; you are hereby required and directed to 
afi’ord, and to give directions to your ofitcers and company 
to afford, t||i^said gardeners cvcif’ i)OBsible aid and askI st¬ 
ance, not ou/y in the collecting of the sold ti'ccs and plants 
at the }>Iuccti before-mentiono<i, but for their preservation 
during thuir conveyance to the places of their destination. 

Given iiudeVour luindd the 20th November, 1787-— 

CuAs. llHKiT, ItD. Hopkins, J. LKVKbON Oowkr. 

To Lieut. W. Bliyh, commanding 
armed vesecl the Bounty, at SpUheaU* 

By command'of their Lordohips, P. Stbvxns- 

♦ 

In the foregoing “orddrs it is to be observed, 
that I was particularly directed to proceed round 
Cape Horn ; but, as the. eea.son was so far ad¬ 
vanced, and we were so long detained by contrary 
winds, I made apfdication to the Admiralty for 
d'^’crelional orders on that point; to which I I'o- 
coived the following answer :— 

By the Commissioners for exemting the ojfict of 
Lord High Admiral of Gr<.at Britain and 
Ireland, ^c. 

Tho soHson of the year being now so fur advanced as to 
ronder it probable, tha't your arrival, with the vessel you 
cHinimond, on tbe solithom coast of America, will bo too 
late for your passing round Cape Horn without much dif¬ 
ficulty and hazard; you are. In that caso, at liberty (not¬ 
withstanding former order*) to proceed in her to Otahoite, 
round thf Cape of Good Hope. 

Given tinder our hands tbe 18th December, 1787.-^^®'^*’ 
Chas. DRxrr, Bayhaju. 

To Lieut. W. Bligh, commanding 
anhed vessel Bounty, Spithead. 

By command of their Lordahipfi P* SrsvaNs. 

The bread-fruit is so 4irell known and descrihetJj 
that to attempt a now account of it would be 
necessary and useless. However, as it may con¬ 
tribute to the convenience of the reader, 1 
given the following extracts respecting it. 
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Extract from the account of Dampier’s Voyage round the 
World, perforroetl In 1688. 

«Tho bread fruit (as we call it,) grows on a 
large tree, as big and high as our largest apple- 
trees. It hath a fipreading head, full of branches 
and dark leaves. The fruit grows on the boughs 
like ajiples; it is as big as a penny-loaf when wheat 
is at five shillings the bushel; it is of a round 
shape, and hath a thick tough rind. When the 
fruit is ripe, it is yeUow and soft, and the taste is 
Rwect and pleasant. The natives of Guam use 
it for bread. They gather it, when full-grown, 
while it is green and hard; then they bake it in 
nn oven, which scorchetli the rind and makes it 
blflf k ; but they scrape off the outside black crust, 
and there remains a tender thin crust; and the 
inside is soft, tender, and white like tho crumb of a 
ponny-loaf. There is neither seed nor stone in the 
inside, but all is of a pure substance, like bread. 
It must be eaton new; for, if it is kept above 
twenty-four hours, it grows Hal's!! and ^hoaky; 
but it is very pleasant before it is too stale. Tliis 
fruit lasts in season eufht months in tho year, 
during which the natives eat no other sort of food 
of bread kind.. I did never see of this fruit any 
Avhere but here. Tho natives told us, that there 
is plenty of this fruit gi'owiiig on the rest of tlie 
Ladrono islands : and I did never hear of it any 
where else.^* 

Extract from the ucconnt of Lord Anson's Voyage, pub- 
lished by Mr. Walter. 

" There was, at Tinian, a kind of fruit, peculiar 
to these (Ladrone) i^dhiida, called by t^lw Indians 
rhymay, but by us the breadfruit ; for it was 
constantly eaten by us, dunng onr stay upon the 
island*', instead of broad ;#and bo* universally 
preferred, that no ship’s bread was^expended in 
that whole interval. It grew upon a tree which 
is somewhat lofty, and whicJi towards tho top 
divides into large and spreading branches. The 
leaves of this tree are of a remarkable deep green, 
ai’e notched about the ^dges, and are 'generally 
from a foot to eighteen inches in length. The 
fruit itself is found indifferently on all parts of 
the branches; it is, in shape, rather elliptical 
than round; it is covered with a tough rind, and 
is usually seven or eight inches long; eaeV^of 
them grows singly, and not in clusters. Iriis 
fruit is fittest to be used when it is full-grown, 
but still green; in which state, after it is pro¬ 
perly prepared by being roasted in the embers, 
its taste has some distant resemblance to that of 
an artichoke’s .bottom, and its texture is not vei^ 
dijSereut, for it is soft and spuqgy.” 

^^tract* from the account of the first Voyage of Captain 

Cook. Qawkeswor^h, Vol. II. 

IN THK*SOCIETY XBtaNBS. ^ 

^ The bread-fruit grows on a tree that is about 
tho size of a middling oak ; its leaves are frequently 
a foot and a half long, of an oblong shape, deeply 
wnuated like those of the fig-tree, whicK they 
resenable in consistence and colour, and in tlie 
exuding of a white milkwuice upon being broken, 
■the froit is about the size and ^ape of a child’s 
head, and the surface is reticulated liot much iin- 

1 viz. from tho latter end of August 

1 w the latter end of Oetoher, 1742. 


like a truffle: it is covered with a thin akin, and 
has a core about as big as the handle of a^ small 
knife. The eatable part lies between the skin and 
thyore ; it is as wmte as snow, and somewhat of 
thefconsisteiice of new bread: it miist be roasted 
before it is eaten, being first divided into three or 
four parts. Its taste is insipid, with a slight 
sweetness somewhat resembling tliat of the cnftnh 
of wheaten bread mixed with a Jerusalem arti¬ 
choke.” 

^ " Of the many vl);ctablcs that have been men¬ 
tioned already as serving them for food, the prin¬ 
cipal is the bread-fruit, to procure which costa them 
no trouble or labour but climbing a tree. The 
tr|fe which produces it does not indeed shoot up 
spontaneously; but, if a man plants ten of them 
in liis life-tiiry^, which he may do in about an hour^ 
he will as completely fulfil his duty to his own 
and future generations as the native of our less 
temperate climate can do by ploughing in the cold 
winter, yd- reaping in the summer’s heat, as often 
as these seasons return ; even if, after he has pro¬ 
cured bread for his pi*esent household, he should 
convert a surplus into money, and lay it up foi* his 
children. 

It is true, indeed, that* the bread-fruit is not 
always in season ; hut cocoa-nuts, banamp, plan¬ 
tains, .^lld a great variety of other fruits", supply 
tho deficiency.” 

Extract from tho account of Captain Cook’s last Voyage. 

IN THE SOCIETY ISLANDS. 

• “ I (Captain Cook) have inquired very carefully I 
into their manner of cultivating the bread-fruit 
tr {!0 at Otaheite; but was always answered, that 
thc 7 never planted it. This, indee<^ must be evi¬ 
dent to ev^y one who will examine the places 
where the young trees come up. It will be dwaya 
observed, that they spring from the roots of the 
old ones, which run ^ong near the surfaco of the 
ground. So tlmt the bread-fruit trees may be 
reckoned those that would naturally cover the 
plains, even supposing that the island was not 
iifhabited; in the same manner that the white- 
barked trees, found at Van Diemen’s Land, con¬ 
stitute the forests there. And from this we may 
observe, that the inhabitant of Otaheite, instead 
of being obliged to plant his bread, will rather be 
^nder the noCossity of preventing its progress; 
which, I suppose, is sometimes done, to give room 
for trees of another sort, to afford him some variety 
in his food.” 

IN TFB SANDWICH ISLANDS. 

" The bread-fruit trees ore planted, and ficuriiA 
^ith great luxuriance, on rising grounds.”-— 
" Where the hills rise almost perpendicularlv in 
i great variety of peakod forms, their steep sides 
and the deep chasms between them are covered 
with trees, amongst which those of the btead-fHiit 
were observed particular^ to abound,” 

** The climate of the s&ndwi<^ Islands differs 
very little from that of the West India Islands, 
which lie in the eamc taHlude, Upon the whole, 
perhaps, it may be rather more temperate.” 

" The bread-fruit trees thrive in these islandSji 
not in such aij^ondance, but pcednoe double the 
quantity of fruit they do on the rich pli4n« of Ota¬ 
heite, The trees are nearly of the sayie he^ht, 
but the branches benn to strike out from the 
trunk much lower, and with gtta^r'luxusianee.” 
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. : CHAPTER II. 

WARTVIUg'rBOM AT TBKSRTrFS»-aAIX. 

rilOX rR«H0S-^KAITA4« OFF CAM RO]W>-«Ky>]UTX OF 

‘ TBB WEM-t^atK^BLiaXH TO BKAR AWAV FOB THK.U^1b 

OF OOOp BOP*. . ^ -V - 

On ^a&dfty morning, the 23d of December 1787, 
woosailed from Splthead, and, ppBlng through the 
Neeles, directed our course channel, with a 
fresh gale ^ wind ^at east. In the aftoxHoon one 
t/f the seamen, in forling the l»min-top>gallant sail, 
fell off tile yard, and was bo fortunate as to save 
himself by catching hold of the matn>top-mafirt>'8tay 
in his fall. At night the wind Inoroasod to a 
strong gale, with a heavy sea. It modorated, 
however, on the 25th, and allowed ns to keep dhr 
Christmas with cheerfulness; hut the following 
day it blew a severe storm of wind from the east¬ 
ward, which continued till the 29th, in the course 
of which we suffered greatly. One sea broke 
away the sjpare y^da and spars out of the star¬ 
board mam chains. Another heavy broke 
. into the ship, and stove all the boats. Several 
I casks of beer that had been lashed upon deck 
I were broke loose and washed overboard, and it 
was not without greajk difficulty and risk that we 
were able to secure the boats from being washed 
away entirely. On the 29th we were in latitude 
39“ 35' N. and longitude 14® 26' W. when the 
gale abated, and the weather became fair. Besides 
other misclxief done to us by the storm, a large 
quantity of our broad was damaged and rendered 
useless, for the sea had stove in our stem, anG 
filled the cabin with water. From this time to 
our arrival at Teneriffe wc had moderate weather, 
and winds mostly from the northward. 

January 4th. This forenoon we s{^ke a French 
ship hound to the Mauritius. The next day, at 
nine in the forenoon, we saw the island of Tene- 
riffe, bearing W.S.W. § W. about twelve leagues 
distant. It was covered with a thick haze, except 
the north-westernmost part, which is a remarkable 
headland, resembling a horse’s head, the ears very 
distinct. To the eastward of this head lie t^o 
round rocks, the northern boundary of Teneriffe. 
A Spanish -packet, bound to Corunna, an American | 
brig, and several other vessels, were lying here. 

As soon as the ship was anchored, I sent an 
officer (Mr. Christian) to wait on the governor^ 
and to acquaint him I had put in to obtain re¬ 
freshments, and to repair the damages we had 
sustained in bad weather. To this I had a very 
polite answer from the governor*, that I should 
be supplied with whatever the island afforded. I 
had also directed the officer to acquaint him thart 
I would salute, provided an equal number of guns 
were to be returned; but, as I received an extra¬ 
ordinary answer to this part of my message, pur¬ 
porting that bis excellency did not return the same 
number but to persons equal in rank to himself^ 
this ceremony' was omkted. 

- During this interval I was visitod by the port- 
master ^aptain Adams), and shortly afterwards 
several officers came on board from his excellency, 
to compUmont m^n my arrival. . As soon as the 
ship was mooi^q^(^|i^nt on shore, and paid my 
respects ^to ' *' 

On I began to forward the 

——-■■ .. - 

^ de Bianchefort^. 


ship’s busineBswitii the utmost dispatch, and gave 
the necessary directions to Messrs. Collogan and 
Sons, the contractors, for the supplies I wanted. 

I also got leave of the governor for Mr, Nelson to 
range the hUls and examine the country in search 
of ^ants and natural curiosities, 

•As there was a great surf on the shore, I bar- ' 
gamed for every thing I wanted to be brought off 
hy the shore boats, and agreed to give five sliil- 
lings per ton for water. Very good wine was 
bought at ten pounds per pipe, the contract price; 
but the superior quality was fifteen pounds; and 
some of this was not much inferior to the best 
London Madeira. I found this was an unfavour¬ 
able season for other refreshments: Indian com, 
potatoes, pumpkins, and onions, were all very 
scarce, and double the price of what they are in 
Bummer. Beef also w'as difficult to he procured, 
and exceedingly poor ; the price nearly sixpence 
farthing per pound. The corn was three current 
dollars per fanega, which is full five shillings per 
bushel ;\nd biscuit at twenty-five shillings for the 
hundred pounds. Poultry was so scarce that a 
good fowl cost three shillings. This is, therefore, 
not a place for ships to expect refresljments at a 
reasonable price at this time of the year, wine 
excepted ; hut from March to November supplies 
are plentiful, particularly fruit of«which at this 
I time we could procure none, except a few dried 
I figs and some bad oranges. 

I The landing on the beach is generally imprac¬ 
ticable with our own boats, at least without great 
risk ; but tlicrc is a very fine pier, on which people 
may land vathout diffioBlty<f there is not much 
Saveli in th4 road. To this pier the water is con¬ 
veyed by pipes for the use of shipping, and for 
which all mprehont-ships pay. 

'riiere is ^ degr^ of wretchedness and want 
among the lower class of pcox>le, which is not any 
where so common as among the Spanish and 
Portuguese settlements. To alleviate these erils, 
the present governor of Teneriffe has instituted a 
most charitable Society, v^hich he takes the trouble 
to superintend ; and by considerable contributions, 
a large airy dwelling, tliat contains one hundred 
and twenty poor girls, and as many men and boys, 
has been built, and endowed with a sufficiency of 
lan^ round it, not only for all present purposes, 
blit for enlarging the Wlding for more objects of 
charity as their Funds increase. I had the honour 
to be shown by his excellency this asylum, 
(Hospicio they call it,) where there appeal^ in 
every countenance the utmost cheerfulness and 
content. The decency and neatness of tho di’css 
bf tho young females, with the order in which tliey 
wore arranged at their spinning-wheels and looms, 
in an extensive aiiy apartment, was admirable. 

A governess inspected and regulated all their 
works, which were the manufacturing of ribbons 
of all ccGours, coarse linens, and tapes ; all which 
were managed and brought to perfection by them¬ 
selves, from the silk and flax In their flrst state; 
even the dyeing of the colours is performed by 
them. These gupls are received for five years* 
the end of which they are at liberty to marry, and 
have for their portions their wheel and loom, with 
a sum of money proportioned to the state of the 
fund, which fs aseiBied by the produce of their 
labour, and at tiiis time was estimated at two 
thousand dollars per annum. 
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1 The men and boya are not lees attended to: 

! they are employed in coarser work^ blanketing 
and all kinds of common woollens ; if they become 
' infirm, tiiey spend the remainder of their days 
here comfortably, and under a watchful inspector, 
wlio attends them in the same manner as the 
i governess does the girls. They are all visitad 
every day by the governor, and a clergyman 
attends them every evening. By this humane in- 
Btitution a number of people are rendered useful 
and industrious, in a country where the poor, from 
the indulgence of the climate, are too apt to prefer 
a life of inactivity, though attended with wretched¬ 
ness, to obtaininK the comforts of life by industry 
and la^nr. 

The number of inHabitants in the island, I was 
informed, were estimated at between eighty and 
one hundred thousand. Their annual export of 
wine is twenty thousand pipes, and of brandy half 
tliat quantity. Vessels are frequently hero from 
St. Eustatia, and from thence a great quantity of 
Teneriffe wine is carried to the dilferent^arts of 
the West Indies, under the name of Madeira. 

Teneriffe is considered of more value than all 
the other Qinaries ; the inhabitants, however, in 
scarce seasons receive supplies from tho Grand 
Canary ; but their vineyards hero are said to be 
greatly superior. Their produce of corn, though 
exceedingly good, is not sufficient for their con¬ 
sumption ; and, owing to this, the Americans have 
an advantageous trade here for their flour and 
grain, and take wine in return. 

1 Tho town of Santa Cruz is about half a mile in 
extent each way, buil> inj^t regular manner, and 
the houses in general large and airy, but the 
streets are very ill paved. I am told that they 
ai-o subject to few diseases ; but if %ny cpidemre 
distemper breaks out, it is attended ]|itk the most 
fatal consequences, particularly the small-pox, the 
bad effects of which they now endeavour to coun¬ 
teract by inoculation. For this i*eason they are 
very circumspect in admitting ships to have com¬ 
munication with tho shqire without bills ef health. 

A sloop fi*om London, called the Chance, Wil¬ 
liam Meredith, master, bound to Barbadoes, out 
nineteen days from the Downs, came into tho road 
the day before wo sailed. She had suffered much 
by the bad weather ; but, having brought n^a bill 
of health, the governor would not allow any pcnon 
to come on shore, unless I could vouch for them 
that Do epidemic disease raged in England at tho 

1 time they kailed, which I was able to do, it being 
nearly at the same time that I left the laud ; and 
by that means they had the governors permission 
to receive the supplies they wanted, without bcii% 
obliged to perform quarantindt 

Having finished our business at Teneriffe, on 
Thursday the lOth, we sailed with the wind at S.E., 
our ship^s oompanjkall in good health and spirits. 

1 now divided the people into three# watches, 
yd wve the charge of the third watch to Mr. 
Fletcher Cliristian, one of the mates.—I have 
always considered this as a desirable regulation, 
when circumstances will admit of it, on many 
accounts j and am persuaded that unbroken rest 
9®Jy contributes mffch towards the health of 
a ship’s company, but enables them more readily 
to exert themselves in cases of sudden emeigency. 

^ it was my wish to proceed to Otaheite with¬ 
out fitopping, I ordered every body to be at two- 

thirds allov^ce of bread; I also directed .the 
water for drinking to be filtered through drip¬ 
stones that I bought at Tuucriffb for that 

pU^SG. ', ' ■- ' ‘ 

'' w ran all night towards the S.S,W.,. having 
.tho'wdnd at S.E. The next morning we cOuld see 
nothing of the land. I now made the sh^*8 com¬ 
pany acquainted with the intent oC the voyage ; 
and, having been* permitted to hold dat tins en¬ 
couragement to them, I gave assurances of the 
certainfy of promotion to every one whose endear ' 
vonrs should merit u. . 

^ The wwds, for some daj's after leaving Tene- 
riffc, were mostly from the southward. Fishing- 
lines and tackle were distributed amongst the 
peeple, and some dolphins were canght. 

On the I7*h the wind came round to the N.E.,. 
and continued steady in that quarter till the 25th, 
oh which day, at noon, we were in 3“ 54' N. As 
the cloudiness of the sky gave us reason to expect 
much rain, we prepared the awnings with hoses 
for tho c^venieuce of saving water, in which we 
were not disappointed. From this time to our 
meeting with the S.E. trade wind we had much wet 
weather, tho air close and sultry, with calms, and 
light variable winds, generally fi*om the southward. 

On tlio 29th there was Sb heavy a fall of rain 
that we caught seven hundred gallons of water. 

On the Slst, latitude at noon, 2® 5' N., found a 
current setting to tho N.E., at the rate of fourteen 
miles in the twenty-four hours. 'The thermomoter 
was at 82® in tho shade, and 81^® at the surface 
$f the sea, so that the air and the water wore 
within half a degree of the same temperature. At 
eight o’clock in tho evening we observed a violent 
rippling in the sea, about half a mile to tho N.W. 
of us, whidt had very much tlie appearance of 
breakers. This I imagine to have been occa¬ 
sioned by a largo school for multitude) of fish, os 
it was exactly in tho traclc the ship had passed, so 
that if any real shoal had been there, we must 
have seen it at the close of the evening, when a 
careful look-out was always kept. However, if it 
had appeared ahead of ua, instead of astom, I 
should certainly have tacked to avoid it. To such 
appearancoB 1 attribute tho accounts of many 
shoals within tho tropics, which cannot be found 
any whore but in m&ps. Our latitude at this time 

• was 2® 8' N., ahd longitude 19® 43' W. The next 
day wo had more of these appearances, from the 
number of schools of fish by which the ship was 
surrounded. 

Saturday the 2nd. This morning we saw sail 
to the N. N.W., but at too great a distance to dis¬ 
tinguish what she was. 

* Monday the 4th. Had very heavy rain ; during 
^whicii we nearly filled all our empty water casks. 

So much wet weather, with the closeness of the 
air, covered every thing with mildew. The ship 
was aired below with fires, and frequently imrinkled 
with vinegar ; and eve^ little interval of dry 
weather was taken advantage of to open all the 
hatchways, and clean^the ship, and to nave all the 
people’s wet things washed and dried. 

With this weather, and light unsteady winds, 
we advanced but 2} degrees m twelve dskys ; at 
the end of which time we were relieved by the 
S.E. trade wind, which we fell In with on the 6tli 
at noon, in latitude 21' H.. aq4 Inngitude 

20® 42' W. 
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The next afternoon we croBsed the equinoctial 
4mc, in longitude 21* 50' W, The weather became 
fine, and the S. E. trade wind was fresh and steady, 
j with which we kept a point free from the ^hdy 
and got to the southward at a good rate. I 

The weather continuing diy, we put some of 
pur bread in casks, properly prepped for its re¬ 
ception, to piteserve it from ve^in: this experi¬ 
ment, we afterwards found, answered exceedingly 
well. 

. On the 16th, at daylight, wt? saw a sail to the 
southward. The next day we came up with her, 
and found her to be the British Queen, Simon 
Paul, master, from London, bound to the Cape of 
Good Hope on the whale-fishery. She sailed fr^m 
Falmouth the 5th of December, eighteen days 
before I left Spithcad. By tliis shirf I wrote to 
England. 4t sunset sho was almost out of sight 
astern, 

Monday the 18th. At noon w’e wero in latitude 
20* 44' S., and longitude 31* 23' W. In our ad¬ 
vances towards the south, the wind had Ifradually 
veered round to the east, and was at this time ait 
E.N.E. The weather, after crossing the Line, had 
been fine and clear, but the air so sultry as to 
occasion great faintness, the quicksilver in the 
tliermometer, in tho day-time, standing at between 
81 and 83 degrees, and one time at 85 degrees. 
In our passage through the northern tropic, the 
air was temperate, the sun having then high south 
declination and the weather being genei-ally fine 
till we lost the N.E. trade wind ; but such a thick 
haze surrounded the horizon, that no object could 
be seen, except at a very small distance. The haze 
commonly cleared away at sunset, and gathered 
again at sunrise. Between the N.f. and S.E. 
t^e winds, the calms and rains, if of long con¬ 
tinuance, are very liable to produce sickness, 
unless great attention is paid to keeping the ship 
clean and wholesome, by giving all the air pos¬ 
sible, drying between declw with fires, and drjdng 
and airing the people's clothes and bedding. 
Besides these precautions, we frequently wetted 
with vinegar; and every evening the pumps were 
used as ventilators. With these endeavoiurs to 
secure health, w'e passed the low latitudes without 
a single complaint. 

The currents we met with were by no means 
regular, nor have 1 ever found them so in the* 
middle of the ocean. However, from the channel 
to the soutliward, as far as Madeira, Sh&re is gene¬ 
rally a current setting to the S,S.E. 

On the evening of the 21st, a ship was seen in 
the N.E.,ii)at at too great a distance to distinguish 
of what country. The next day the wind camo 
round to the N. and N. W., so that we could no 
longer consider ourselves in the trade wind. Ou^ 
latitude at noon was 25* 55' S., longitude 36* 
29' W, Variation of the compass Idiree degrees 
east. 

Sat. 2Srd, towards night the wind died away, 
and we had some h^vy sbowers'of rain, of which 
we profited, by a ton of good water. The 

next day we cau]^ji<a Shark and five dolphins. 

Tuesday, 46th, We^ ben^ new sails, and made 
)ther neoessonmo^lf^ for encountering the 
vea&er tha^fiSp to ^ expected in khigh latitude. 
Our latitude M noon was 29* 38' S., longitude 41® 
44'W. Vination 7*‘13' E, In the afternoon, 
the wind being westerly, and blowing strong in 


squalls, some butterflies, fuid other; Insects, like 
what we call horse-flies, were blown* on board of 
us. No birds were seen except ^eerwaters. Our 
distance from the coast ci Brazil at this time was 
above 100 I^gues. 

Sunday, March 2nd, in the forenoon, after seeing ; 
that every person was clean, divine service was ; 
performed, according to my usual custom on this 
day. I gave to Mr. Fletcher Christian, whom I 
had before directed to take chi^e of the tliird : 
watch, a written order to act as lieutenant. 

Saturday, 8th. We were at noon in latitude 
36* 50' S., and longitude 62* 68' W. The last 
four days, wo sovei*^ times tried for soundings, 
without finding bottom, though considerably to 
the westward of Captain Wallis's track, who bad : 
soundings at fifty-four fathoms depth, in latitude 
35* 40' S., and longitude 49* 54' W. This day ; 
we tried with two hundred and forty fathoms of 
line, but did not find bottom ; at the same time, ’ 
observing a rippling in the water, we tried tho ! 
current by mooring a keg with one hundred i 
fathoms of line, by which it appeared to run to 
the N.N.W., at the rate of a mUe and a half per = 
hour.. By the noon observation, how’euer, we wero 
eighteen miles to the southward of our reckoning. . 
In the afternoon we saw a turtle floating, and, not ' 
having much wind, hoisted a boat out, and sent 
after it; but it was found to be in a putrid state, ! 
with a number of crabs feeding upon it. | 

Tho change of temperature began now to be | 
sensibly felt, there being a variation in the ther¬ 
mometer, since yesterd^, of eight degrees. That f 
the peoplp might not by their own negli¬ 

gence, 1 gave orders for their light tropical clothing 
to bo put by, and made them dress in a manner ^ 
more suiteiVto a climate. I had provided i 
for this bcfoie I left England, by giving directions , 
for such clothes to be purchased as wero neccs- | 
saiy. 

Monday, 10th. In the forenoon wo struck 
soundings at eighty-three fathoms depth ; our 
latitude 4t)* 8' S., and longitude 55* 40' W. This 
1 conclude to have been near the edge of the ' 
bank; for, tho wind being at S.S.W., we stood 
towards the S.E. ; and, after running fourteen 
miles in that direction, we could find no bottom 
wi^one hundred and sixty fathoms of line. In 
the night we stood towards the W.S. W., with a i 
southerly wind, and got again into sotmdings. | 
The next day we saw a great number of whales \ 
of an immense size, that had two spofit'holes on , 
the back of the head.—Upon a complaint made to : 
mo by the master, 1 found it necessaxy to punish I 
ftatthew Quintal, pne of the seamen, with two | 
dozen lashes, for insolence and mutinous beha- \ 
viour. Before this, I had not bad occasion to ' 
punish any person on board. ^ I 

On the 12th, we caught a porpoise, by striking 
it with the grains. Every one ate heartily of it; 
and it was so well liked, that no part was wasted. 

On the 14t.h, in the afternoon, we saw a land' 
bird like a lark, and passed part of a dead whale 
that had been left by some whalers after they had 
taken ^e blubber off. Saw, likewise, two strange 
sail. 

On the 19t}i, at noon, by my aceoimt, we were 
within twenty leases of Port Desire; but the 
wind blowing frew from the N.W. with thick 
weather, 1 did not attempt to make the 
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land. We paefied 1ft good deal of rock-wced, and 
gaw 'many wnaiea^ tAd albatrosses and other Bea> 

the ‘^Oth, in the afternoon, the wind, which 
had for some time past been northerly, suddenly 
shifted to the W.S. W, and blew hard. * We steered 
to the S.S.E.; and on the 23rd, at two o’cloolrtn 
the morning, we discovered the coast of Terra 
del Fuego bearing S.E. At nine in the forenoon 
we were off Capo St. Diego, the eastern part of 
Terra del Fuego. The wind being unfavourable, 
I thought it more advisable to go round to the 
eastward of Staten Land, than to attempt passing 
through Straits le Maire. The two opposite c(»aat8 
of tlie Straits exhibited very different appearances. 
The land of Terra del Fuego hereabouts, though 
the interior parts are mountainous, yet near the 
coast is of a moderate height, and, at the distance 
wc were from it, had not an unpromising appear¬ 
ance. Tho coast of Staten Land, near the Straits, 
is mountainous and craggy, and remarkal^fo for its 
high peaked hills. Straits lo Maire is a fair 
opening, which cannot well he mistaken ; but if 
any doubt could roinain, the different appearances 
of the opposite shores would sulhcicntly make the 
Straits known. 

I I did not sail within less than six leagues of the 
I coast, that we might have the w-ind more regular, 
and avoid being exposed to the heavy squalls that 
came off from the land. 

The sight of New Year’s Harbour almost 
tomptod me to put in ; but tho latonoBs of the 
i season, and the people being in good health, detcr- 
{ mined me to lay asi(i6%ll ttioughts of rcireshmont, 

{ until wo should reach Otaheite. At two o’clock 
in the afternoon, the easternmost of New Year’s 
I Isles, where Captain Cook o\^ervcd 4he latitude 
I to be 55® 40' S., bore from us south 4our leagues. 
We saw the entrance isles of New Year's liarbour; 
at the back of which the land is very craggy 
i and mountainous. This must be a very con- 
I venient port to touch at, as the access to it is safe 
I and easy, ♦ • 

I About two leagues to the w'estward of Cape St. 
John, I observed the separation of the mountains 
that Captain Cook has taken notice of, which has 
^e appearance of Staten Land being tliere divided 
into two islands. ^ 

Monday, 24th. We had stood to the southward 
all night, with the wind at W.S.W. and S.W. 
At eight m the morning, Cape St. John bore 
N.W., ten^lcagues distant, ^on after we lost 
sight of the land. 

From the time we lost sight of tno land, to th^ 
end of tho month, we were Boggling with bad 
weatlier and contr^ winds ; but on the morning 
of the Slat the wind came to the N.N.E., and 
made us entertain great hopes that wo should be 
able to accomplish *our passage round the Cape 
without much difficulty. At noon wo were in 
latitude F S., and in 71® 45' W. longitude, 
which is 8® 26' W. of the meridian of Cape St. 
John. This flattering appearance was not^f long 
oontinuonce; in tho night the wind became vari- 
^ next day settled again in the W. and 

vary bad weather. 

On AprU 2nd, in the mosning, th%wind, which 
“Bd blowh fresh all night from the N.W., came 
^nd to the S. W., and increased to a heavy gale. 

t SIX in the morning the storm exceeded what I 


had ever mot with before ; and the sea, from the 
frequent shifting of the wind, running in contrary 
directions, broke exceeding high. Our ship, how- 
ev^lay to very well, under a main and fore stay¬ 
sail The gale continued, with severa squalls of 
hail and sleet, the remainder of this, and all the 
next day.—On the 4th, the wind was loss violent, 
but far from ifoderate. With so much bad 
weather, I found it necessary to keep a constant 
fire, night and day : and one of the watch always 
attended to dry the people’s wot clothes: and this, 

I have no doubt, contributed as much to their 
health as to. their comfort. 

Our companions in this inhos]>itable region, 
w^e albatrosses, and two beautiful kinds of birds, 
the small l^fue pettercl, and pintado, A great 
many of thesp were frequently about the wake of 
the ship, which induced the people to float a line 
with hooks, baited, to endeavour to catch them ; 
and their attempts were successful. The metliod 
they U8^ was to fasten the bait a foot or two 
before tne hook, and, by giving the line a sudden 
jerk when the bird was at the bait, it was hooked 
in the feet or body. 

On the 6th the weather was moderate, and con¬ 
tinued so till tho 9th, with the wind veering 
between the N.W. and S.W.,; of which wo were 
able to take advantage. 

On tho 10th we saw some fish, which appeared 
spotted, and about the size of bonetos : these were 
the only fish we had seen in this lii^h latitude. 

The stormy weather continued with a great sea. 
I’he ship now began to complain, and required to 
be pumped every hour; which was no more than 
wo had reason to expect from such a continuance 
of gales and Jiigh seas. The decks also became so 
leaky, that 1 was obliged to allot the great cabin, 
of which 1 made little use, except in fine weather, 
to those people who had wet births, to hang their 
hammocks in ; and by this means the between- 
decks was leas crowded. 

Every morning all the hammocks were taken 
dqwn from where they hung, and when the weather 
was too bad to keep them upon deck, they were 
put in the cabin ; so that the between-dedffi were 
cleaned daily, and aired with fires, if the hatchways 
could not be opened. With all tliis bad weather, 
we had the additional mortification to find, at the 
*end of every day, that we were losing ground; for 
notwithstanding our utmost exertions, and keeping 
on the most ^vantageous tacks, (which, if the 
weather had been at all moderate, would have 
sufficiently answered our purpose! yet the greater 
part of tho time, we were doing little hotter than 
(Irifting before the wind, 

Bir(&, Bfi usual, were about the ship, and some 
df them caught; and, for the first time since We 
left Staten I^d, we saw some whales. This 
morning, owing to the violent motion of the ship, 
the cook fell and broke one of his ribs, and another 
man, by a fSall, dislocated Ifia shoulder. The gun¬ 
ner, who had the charge of a watch, was laid up 
with the rheumarism? and ftixs was the first sick 
list that appeared on board the idup. The time of 
full moon, which was approaching, made me en¬ 
tertain hopes, ^hat, n$isr that period, we should 
experience some change of wind or weather In our 
favour; but the event did not at all ^wer cair 
expectatione. The latitude, at noon this day, was 
58® 9'S, and longitude r W. . 
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As we caught a good many birds^ but which were 
all lean, and tasted fishy, we tried an experiment 
upon them which succeeded admirably. By keep- 
ing them cooped up, and cramming them with 
ground com, they improved wonderfully in a alort 
time ; so that the pintnda birds bccanm as fine as 
ducks, and the albatrosses were as fat, and not 
inferior in taste to fine geese, ^onie of the latter 
birds were eaught that measured seven feet be¬ 
tween the extremities of the wings, when spread. 
This unexpected supply camd* very opportunely ; 
for nono of our live stock remained except hogs, 
the sheep and poultry not being luirdy enough to 
stand the severity of tlie weather. 

Tliis morning, the wind died away, and wo h^d 
a calm for a few hours, wJiich gave us hopes that 
the next would be a more favourable wind. A hog 
was killed for the shiji’s company^ which gavo 
I them an excellent inoal. Towards noon, to our 
j great disappointment, the wind sprung up again 
I from the westward, and in the afternoon blew 
strong, with snow and Jiail stomis. *' 

This was the second day after the full moon ; 
but, as I have remarked before, it had uo influence 
, on the weather. At noon our latitude was 58" 31' 
j S., and longitutle 70" 2'W., which is near seven 
degrees to the eastward of our situation on tlm 
morning of the ninth instant, when we Ixad advanced 
the farthest in our power to the westward, being 
then in 76" 58' W., three degrees to the west of 
Cape Beseaxla, the west part of the Straits of 
Magellan ; and at this time we were 3" b'Z' to the 
east of it, and hourly losing ground. • 

It was with much concern I saw how hopeless, 
and even unjustifiable it was, to persist any longer 
in attempting a passage this way t^ tlic Society 
Islands. Wo had been thirty days in this tem¬ 
pestuous ocean. At one time we luul advanced so 
far to the westward as to have a fair prospect of 
making our paswage round ; but from that perio<I 
hard gales of westerly wind had continued without 
1 intermission, a few hours excej>tcd, which, to 
} boiTOw an expression in Lord Anson’s voyaj^c, 

1 were "like the elements drawing bn*Rth to return 
upon UB with redoubled violence.” The season 
was now too far advanced for us to expect more 
favourable winds or weather, and we hod sufficiently 
experienced the impossibility of beating round 
against the wind, or of advancing at all without the? 
help of a fair wind, for which there was little 
reason to hope. Another consideration, which 
had great weight with me, was, that if 1 persisted 
in my attempt this way, and should, after all, fail 
to get round, it would occasion such a loss of time, 
that our arrival atOtaheitc, soon enough to return 
in the proper season by the East Indies, would be 
rendered precarious. On the other hand, tlfc 
j prevalence, of the westerly winds in high southern 
! latitudes, left me no reason to doubt of makiii;^^ft: 
! quick passage to the Cape of Good Hope, and thence 
to the eastward round New Holland. Having 
maturely considered all circufnstanceif, I deter¬ 
mined to bear away for thb Cape ei Good Hope ; 
and at five o’clock on the evening of the 22d, the 
wind then blowing strong at west, I ordered the 
helm to be put a-weather, to the great joy of every 
person on board. Our sick, {jot af this time had 
increaaed ^to eight, mostiy With rheumatic com- 
laints : in other respeets the people wero in good 
calth, though exceedingly jaded. 


The passage round Cape Horn, into the South 
Seas, during the summer months, has seldom been 
attended with difficulty, and is to be preferred, in 
the moderate seasons, to the more distant route 
to the eastward, round the Cape of Good Hope aud 
New Holland. If we had been one month earlier, 
or* perhaps less, I doubt not but we should have j 
effected our passage. j 


CHAFTER III. 

rAftnAOK TOWAUDS THB CAPS OP GOOD HOPS—ARRIVAr. AT ' 

FAI,»iC BAV—OCCURaCNCKS THKaS^-RKPORTS CONCRUNISa 

TllK OnOBVKNOB’ft PKOPUC-^-OSPARTtlRS FROM THB CAPB. 

The westerly winds and stormy weather con¬ 
tinuing, gave me no reason to repent of my deter- j 
mination. On the 25th at noon, we were in latitude j 
54“ 16' S.,and longitude 57* 4' W. The nearest of | 
the Falkland Islands, by my reckoning, then bore 
N. 13" W.; distance 23 leagues. Our stock of 
water Ixting sufficient to servo us to the Cape of 
Good Hope, 1 did not think it worth while to 
stop at these islands, as the refreshment we might 
obtain there would scarce ropay us for the expense 
of time: we thert.'fore continued our course towards 
the N.E. and K.N.E. | 

Thursday 22, at two in the afternoon, wc saw the 
Table Mountain of tho Cape of Good Hope. Ah it 
is reckoned unsafe riding in Table Bay at this time 
of the year, I stoored for False Bay. Tho next ' 
evening we anchorc^d in the outer part, and on the j 
forenoon of the 24th got the ship secured in Simon’s 
Bay, whieji is in tlie inner pai*t of False Bay. Wo 
fouinl lying here, one outward-bound Dutch India- 
man, five other Dutch sliijis, and a French ship. 

After saluting thc^foi’t, which was returned by 
nu ecjual member of guns, 1 went on shore, and 
dispatch(*s wore sent away to Cape Towm,to acquaint 
the governor of our arrival. A Dutch ship at tin's 
time lying in Table Bay, bound for Europe, I sent 
letters by her to 6 jo Admirally. It is very unusual 
for ships\,o be in Table Bay so late in the year, on 
account of the strong N.W. winds. April is the 
time liinit4.'d. 

I gave the necessary directions for getting onr 
wants supplied. The ship required to be caulked 
in^cry jiart, for she was become so leaky, that 
wG had been obliged to pump every hour in ouv 
passage from Cape Horn. This we immediately 
set about, as well os repairing our sails and rigging. 
The severe weather wc had met wift, and tho 
leakiness of the ship, made it necessary t<» examine 
into the state of all tho Bt<»rcs and provisions. Of 
tlie latter, a good deal w'os found damaged, par¬ 
ticularly the brcacl.—The time-keeper 1 took on 
shore to ascertain its rate, and other instruments, 
to make the necessary astronomical observations. 

>—Fresh meat, with soft bread, and plenty of vege¬ 
tables, Vere issued daily to the ship’s company, 
the whole time we remained here. A few dayi» 
after our arrival, I went over to Cape Town, and 
waitedton his excellency M. Vander Graaf, tlie 
governor, who obligingly arranged mattero so 
much to our advantage, that we scarcely felt tJio 
inconvenience of being ^ a distance from the Capo 
Town, whenpe we received all onr suppEes. 

During our stay here, I took caro to procure 
seeds and plants that would be valuable at Otaheite, 
and the different places we might touch at in our ^ 
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tvay thither. In this I was greatly assisted by 
Colonel Gordon, the commander of the troops. In 
company with this gentleman, the loss of 'the 
Grosvenor East Indiamau was mentioned: on 
this subject, Colonel Gordon expressed great con¬ 
cern, that, from anything he had said, hopes were 
still entertained to flatter the affectionate wishes 
of the surviving friends of those unfortunate peo¬ 
ple. He said that, in his travels into the Caffre 
I country, ho had met with a native who described 
! to him,"tbat there was a white woman among his 
countiTnien, who had a child, and that she fre¬ 
quently embraced the child, and cried most vio¬ 
lently. This was all he (tho colonel) could under¬ 
stand ; and, being then on his return home, with 
his health much impaired by fatigue, tho only 
thing that he could do, was to make a friend of 

• the native, by presents, and promises of reward, 
on condition that he would take a letter to this 

■ woman, and bring him back an answer. Accor- 
j dingly he wrote letters in English, French, and 

• Dutch, desiring, that some sign or mark might be 
returned, either by writing wdtli a burnt stick, or 

! by any means sho should be able to devise, to 
I satisfy him that she was there ; ami that on re- 
I ceiviug such token from her, every eftbrt should 
1 be made to ensure her safety and escape. But 
1 the Caffre, although apjiarently delighted with the 
' commission which he had uudci-taken, never re¬ 
turned, nor has the colonel ever heard any thing 
i more of him, though ho had been inatnicted in 
i mot hods of conveying information through the 
Hottentot country. 

To this account, tbat4 may not again Jiave oc- 

■ casion to introduce so melancholy a subject, I shall 
: add the little information I received respecting it, 

I when 1 re-visited the Cape, in |jpy retUMti towards 
I Kuropo.—A reputable farauT, of name of 
; Holhousen, who lives at Swcllendham, eight days* 

I journey from the Cape, had information from some 
. Caffre Hottentots, that at a crawl, or village, in 

i their country, there were white ii^n and women, 
j On this intelligence, Mu* Holhousen askt'd per¬ 
mission of the governor to make an expedition, 
jwith some of the farmers, into the country, rc- 
’ <iuiriug a thousand rix-dollars to bear his expenses, 
j The governor referred him to Mr. Wocko, the 
j landros of Graverennet, a new colony, in his w.*w. 
But from the place where Mr. Holhousen lives, fo 
the landros Mr. Woeke’s residence, is a month’s 

■ which he did not choose to undertake at an 
. uncertainty, an Mr. Wocke might have diHapi)roved 
i nf tho enterprise. It was in October last that Mr. 

I 'mihousen offered to go on this service. He was 
I of the party who went alongr the sea-coast in 

search of these unfortunate peo^e, when a few of 
; them first made their appeai’ance at the Cape. I 
however, informed, that tho Dutch farmers 
^ 3^ fond of making enpeditions into the country, 

I w^at they may have opportunities of taking away 
; ^^1^16 y and this, I apprehend, to be one of the 
I chief reasons why undertakings of this kind are 
j not encouraged. • 

! 9*^ 13th of June, the Dublin East Indiaman 
arrived from England ; on board of which ship 
^as a party of tho 77th re|Kment, under the com- 
>i‘ttnd of Colonel Balfour. ^ 

t’ 29th, being ready for sea, I took the 

and instruments on board. The eiTor 
J the time-keeper was 3' 33", 2 too slow for the 


moan time at Greenwich, and its rate of going 3" 
per day, losing. The thermometor, during our 
stay here, was from 51 to 66 degrees. 

We had been thirty-eight days at this place, 
and Ay people had receivochall the advantage that 
couIiTbe derived from the refreshments of every 
kind that are hero to be met with. We sailed at 
four o’clock this afternoon, and saluted tlie plat¬ 
form with thirteen guns as we ran out of tho ba 3 ’, 
which wci'c returned. 


CHAPTER IV. 

PASSAOK TOWARDS VAN DIEMRN’S I.AND—MARB THK tSbAND 

Oli^ST. PAUL—ARRIVAL IN ADVENTUKK BAV.-NATIVB8 SECN 

—SAIL FROM V^N OTKMKN’S LAND, 

Wb lost sight of the land the day after leaving 
False Bay, and steered towards tho E.S.E., having 
variable winds the first week, with much thunder, 
lightning, and rain. The remainder of this pas¬ 
sage, the ^inds were mostly between the S. and 
W., blowing strong. There were almost every 
duy great numbers of pintada, albatrosses, blue : 
petterels, and other oceanic birds, about us; but 1 
it w^as observed, that if the ^ind came from tlio 
northw’ard, only for a few hours, the birds gene¬ 
rally left us, and their presence again was the j 
forerunner of a southerly wind. 

On Sunday the 22nd, at noon, We were scudding 
under tho fore-sail and close-reefed main-top-sail, 
the wind blowing strong from the west. An hour 
olYbr noon the galo increased, and blew with so much 
violence, that the ship was almost driven forecastle 
under, before we could get the sails clewed up. 
As soon as the sails were taken in, we brought tbe 
ship to the widd, lowered the lower yards, and got 
the toi>-gallant-inasts upon deck, which eased the j 
ship veiy much. VVe remained l^'ing to till eight 
tlu^ next morning, when we bore away under a 
reefed fore-sail. In the afternoon the sea ran so 
high, that it bccaino very unsafe to stand on : wo 
therefore brought to the wind again, and remained 
lyiifg to all night, without accident, excepting that 
tho man at the steerage was thrown over the 
wheel, and much biniised. Towai'ds noon, the 
violence of the storm abated, and we again boi*o 
away under the reefed fore-sail. In the afternoon 
sdw some whales. 

Wo continued ruimiug to tho eastwoi’d, it being 
my intention to make the island St. Paul. On 
Monday the 28tb, at six in the morning, wo saw 
the island, bearing E. by N., 12 leagues distant: 
between 10 and 11 o’clock, wc ran along the south 
side, at about a league distant &om the shore* 
There was a verdure that covered the higher parts 
of^the land; but I believe it was notmng more 
than moss, which is commonly found on the tops 
of most rocky islands in these latitudes. We saw 
several whales near the shore. The extent of thia 
island is five miles from E. to W.; and about two 
or three from N. to S. As we passed the east end, 
wo saw a remarkable high sugar-loaf rock, abreast 
of which, I have been informed,^ good anchorage 
in 23 fathoms, the east point bearing S.W. by S., 
by true compass. I had this information from the 
captain of a Dutth packet, in which I rcturaed to 
Europe. He likewise said there was goda fresh 
water on tbe island, and a hot spring, whitdi boiled { 
fish in as great perfection as on a fire. 
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At noon, wc wore three leagues past the island. 
We kept on towards the E.S.E., and for several 
days continued to 8f‘C rock-weed, whicli is re¬ 
marked to be generally the case after shipsj jiiiss 
St. Paul’s ; but to the Vestward of it very s^doin 
any is soeu. 

We had much bad weather, with snow and hail, 
and in our approach to Van ^)ieincn’K Laud, no¬ 
thing was seen to indicate the nearness of the coast, 
except a seal, when we were within the distance 
of 20 leagues. * 

At two o’clock this afternoon, we saw tlu) rock 
named the Mewstono, that lies near <hc S.W. cape 
of Van Diemen’s Land, bearing N.K. about six 
leagues. The wind blew strong from the T^ W. 
As soon os we had passcul the Mewstono, wo were 
sheltered from a very heavy s(‘a, vhieli ran from 
the westward. At eight o’clock at night w(^ were 
ahreast of the soutli cape, when the wind hecaine 
light and variable. Saw several fires inland. 

All the 2(Hh, wo w'orc endeavouring to get int(i 
Adventure Bay, hut were prev<'nl<'a by vari¬ 
able winds. ’J’be nt'Xt morning, at five o'clock, 
we anchored in the outer juirt, and at sun-rist; 
weighed again: at noon, wc anchored well in the 
bay, and moored tlie'shij). 

In our pas.sage from the Cape of Oood Hope, 
the winds were mostly from tiie wcHtward, with 
very boisterous w'oathm*: hut one great advantage, 
that this season of the yt^ar has ovtu* the sniinner 
months is, in being free from fogs. J have already 
remarked, that tluj ajvproach of strong southerly 
winds is announced by many kinds of lords of t*\io 
albatross or pctterel tril)e, and the ahatoment of 
the gale, or a shift of wind to the northward, by 
their keeping away. The thermor^otei* also v(‘ry 
quickly shows when a change of these winds may 
be expected, by varying sometimes six and sevc'U 
degrees in its lieiglit. 1 have I’cason to believe, 
that after we pa-ssed the island St. Paul, there was 
a westerly current; the ship being ev<‘ry day to 
the w^estwnrd of the reckoning, which in the whole, 
from St. Paul to Van Diemen’s I^aiidjinade a. ditjbr- 
ence of four degrees between the longitude by the 
reckoning and tho true longitude. 

The ship being moored, 1 went in a boat to look 
out for the most convenient pluco to wood and 
water at, which I found to be at the west end t)f 
the beach : for the suif, though considerable, was 
less there than at any other part of tins bay. The 
water was in a gully about sijAy yards from the 
beach ; it was perfectly good, but being only a 
collection from the raias, the 2 >luce is always dry 
in the summer months; for we found no water 
in it when I was hero with Captain Ct)ok in Jaitu- 
ary, 1777.—We had very little success in hauling 
the seine; about twenty small flounders, and flftt- 
headed fish, called foxes, were all that were taken. 

I found no signs of the natives having lately 
frequented this bay, or of any European vessels 
having been here sitPee the Resolution and Dis¬ 
covery in 1777. From some of the old trunks of 
trees, then cut down, 1 sftw shoots about twenty- 
five feet high, ard fourteen inches in circumfe¬ 
rence. 

In th€^«^oiiing, 1 tethrned on hoard. The next 
uornii^' da^diglit, a party was sent on 

shore watering, under the com¬ 

mandChristian and the gunner; and I 
that one man should be constantly em¬ 


ployed in washing the people’s clothes. There 
was so much surf that the wood was obliged to 
be rafted oft‘ in bundles to the boat. Mr. Nelson 
infonned me, that, in his wallcs to-day, he saw a 
tree, in a very healthy state, which he measured, 
and found to bo thirty-three feet and a half in 
^irtli; its height was proporiioned to its bulk. 

Saturday the 23rd. Tho surf %va8 rather greater 
than 3 ^efiterday, which very much interrupted our 
wooding and watering. Nelson to-day picked up 
a male ojiossum that had been recently killed, or 
had di<^d, fijr we could not ])erecive any wound, 
unless it had receiv<*d a blow on the hack, where 
there was a hare place about the size of a shilling. 
It measured fourteen iiiclu'S from the fin's to tlie 
Iw'giiining of the tail, which was exactly tho saun, | 
length. ’ 

Most of the forest trees w'cre at this time shed- ! 
ding their hark. There are throe kiuds, which j 
are distijiguished from each other by their loavcw, j 
thougltthe wood npi)e.arH to he the same. Many | 
of them are full one hundred ami fifty feet high;; 
hut most of thosi' that wc cut down, were decayed I 
at the heari. Then' ai'c, hcsid<.*s the forest trees, 1 
sev(*ral other kiiuls that arc iinn good wood, aii<i ‘ 
Tuay bo cut for most ]>uri>oses, except masts; j 
licit!u:r are the fori'st trees good for masts, on ac- i 
count of their wtught, and the diificulty of finding ; 
them thoroughly sound. Mr. Nelson asserted: 
that they slu'd their bark every year, and that they i 
increase more from the seed than by suckers. I 
1 found the ti<le madi' n difference of full two feet; 
in tho height of the water in the lake, at the back • 
of the Iri'aeh. At liigh it was very brack- , 

ish, hut at low tide, it was perft'ctly fresh to the t 
taste, and soap showed no sign of its being the least j 
imju'egnat^fl. W<jJia.<l Iw'ttx'r success in iishing on ! 
hoard the flhiji, than by hauling the seine on shore; | 
for, with hooks and lines, a number of fine rock ■ 
cod were caught.—1 saw to-day sevc‘ra.1 eagles, ‘ 
some beautiful blue-phiinaged herons, and a great 
variety of panj^iuets. A few oyst<?r-catcher.s and 1 
gulls wore generally ahCiut the beach, and in tho j 
lake a few wild ducks. j 

Being in want of plank, I directed a saw-pit to i 
be dug, and ^qdoyod soiiio of the people to saw j 
trees into jdaiik. ’J’lio greater part of this week | 
t^ winds were moderate, with unsettled weather. ; 
On Friday it blew strong from the S. W., with rain, j 
thunder, and lightning. Wo continued to catch 
fish in sufficient quantities for every body, and had 
better success with the seine.—Wo were fortunate, i 
also, in angling in tlie lake, wht're wc caught some 
very fine tench. Some of the {)eo])lo felt a sickiu.'Sfi 
from eating niu8<Jes, that were gathered from tho 
rocks'; but I believe it was occasioned by eating 
too many. Wc found some spider-crabs, most of 
them not good, being the female sort, and out of 
scasoq. The males were tolbrahiy good, and were ; 
known by the smallness of their two fore-claws, or 
feedtrrs. We saw the trunk of a dead tree, on 
which had Veen cut " A. D. 1773.” Tho figures 
wero*vcry distinct; <5ven the slips made with the 
knife wci'O discernible. Tliis must have been done 
by some of captain Funieaux’s people, in March, 
1*773, fifteen years before. The marks of the 
knifo remaifiing so unaltered, I imagine the tr(‘o 
must have been dead when it was cut; but it 
serves to show the durability of the wood, for it 
was perfectly sound at this lime* 1 shot two gan“ 
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uetfl: theac birds were of the same size as those 
in England; their colour is a beautiful white, with 
the wings and tail tipped with jet black, and the 
top and back of the head of a very fine yellow. 
Their feet wore black, with four claws, on each of 
; wliicli was a yellow line, the whole length of the 
i'lMjt. The bill was four inches long, without 
’ nostrils, and very taper and sbarp-poinhal. 

1 The east side of the bay being not so thick of 
wood as the otlior parts, and the soil being geo<l, 
1 fixcdv^on it, at Nelf^ull^■^ recmninciKkition, as the 
jiTiost j)roper situation for planting some of tin 
! fruit-trees which I had brought from the Capo of 
j Good Hope. A circunistanco inucli against any 
'■ tiling succeeding hero, is, that in the dry season, 
j tlu; ilrcs mado by the natives are apt to comnmui- 
icate to the dried grass and underwood, and to 
! s))reiid ill such a manner as to endanger every 
tiling tliat cannot bear a severe scorching. We, 
liowevcr, chose wdiat we thought the safest situa¬ 
tions, and planted three tine young apple-ti-ees, 
nine vines, six plantain-trees, a numbeu’ of ftrunge 
and leiuou-seed, chorry-stoncs, plum, peach, and 
apricot-stones, pumpkins, alsa> two sorts of Judiuii 
c<u*n, and a.p)iic and pear keriitds. The* ground is 
well adai)tecl*for the twes, being of a rich loamy 
nalure. The spot where we made our plantation 
was clear of uiidm'W'ood; an<l we inarkeil the trees 
that stood nearest to die different things which 
were planted. Nelson followed the circuit of the 
hay, jilanting in such places as appeared most 
t'jigibic. I have great hopes that some of these 
wtifiles w’ill succeed. Thu particular siiua.tions I 
had described in my Kiirv^“y of tins jdace, but 1 was 
nufortunutely j)rcvcnU‘d from bringing it home, 
hear tlie watering place, likewise, we jilanted on a 
Hat, which appeared a favourable fiituq^ioii, some 
onions, cabbage-roots, a nd pot allies. * 
l or some days past, a numbtu' of whales were 
sficn in the bay. They were of the same kiml as 
those wo had generally met with before, having 
two blow-holes <iu the haidc of the head. 

On the night of the Is^ of Seplbmber,wo ob¬ 
served, for the fii’st time, signs of the natives being 
in the neighbourhood, Fin>s >vere seen on the 
low land, near Cape Frcdeidck Iloni^and at, day*^- 
we saw the natives with our jPIsses. As 1 
expected they would come round to uh, 1 remaiiu^ 
‘dl the forenoon near the w'ooding and waterii^ 
parties, making observations, the Tnoriiing being 
^^'ly favourable for that puri>oso. 1 was, however, 
disappointed in iny eonjoetnro, for the natives did 
ai»pear, and there was too great a surf for a 
«>j«it to land on the paH wdiero we had seen them. 

I’ho natives not coming near ns, 1 detenaninod, 
on the 2nd, to go after them, anff we set out, in a 
hoat, towards Cape Fredeiick Henry, where wo 
iUTived about eleven o'clock. I found landing im- 
prncti^ble, and therefc^e came to a grapnel, in h opes 
'*1 their coming to us, for we had passed s^eral 
After w'aiting near an hour, 1 was surprised 
Nelson's assistant come out of the wood; he 
' u " thus far in search of plants, and 

;nla mo that ho had met with some of tlie natives, 
^noii after w'e hoard tlieir voices like die cackling 
' goose, and twenty pcrsBris came out of the 
'00(i, tw'^ilve of whom went round to some rocks, 
I could get nearer to the shore than 

y ihen were. Those who remained behind were 
^omen. 


We approached within twenty yards of them, i 
but there was no possibility of landing, and I could | 
only throw to tlio shore, tied up in paper, the pw-1 
Bents which I intended for them. I showed the j 
ditfeifeut articles as I tied them up, but they would * 
not Atie tluj paper till 1 made an appearance of j 
leaving them. They then opened die parcels, and, j 
as they took.the articles out, placed them on their | 
heads. On seeing fliis, 1 returned towards them, 1 
when they instantly put every thing out of their 
hands, and would noteappear to take notice of any 
thing tliat we had given thorn. After throwing a 
few more beads and nails on shore, 1 made signs 
for them to go to the ship, and they, likewise, 
made sigiia for me to land; but as this could not 
bo dffocted, I left them, in hopes of a nearer inter¬ 
view at the wiftcring place. 

When they first catuo in sight, they made a ; 
jirodigious clattering hi their speech, and held i 
their arms over dmir heads. They spoke so quick, | 
d^iat 1 could not catch one single word they uttei*ed. | 
W<i recolltctcd one man, whom wc bud formerly 
seen among the party of the nativ(?8 that came to 
UH ill 1777, and who is particularised in the account 
of (kiptain Cook's last voyage, for his humour and 
deformity. Some of them liml a small stick, two 
or tlu*<;e feet long, in their hands, but no other 1 
wen]Mm. 

Their colour, as Captain Cook remarks, is a dull 
black : tlu'lrskiu is sesriHed about their shouldew 
and breast. They wer<5 of a middle stature, or 
nidier below it. One of them was distinguished 
b^ his body being coloured with red ochre, but 
all the others were painted black, with a kind of 
soot, which was laid on so thick over their faces 
and .shonlders, that it is dilhcult to say what they 
wore like. * 

They ran very nimbly over the rocks, had r 
very quick sight, and caught the small beads and 
nails, which 1 threw to them, with great dexterity. 
They talked to us sitting on their heels, with their 
knees close into their ai'iiipits, and were perfectly 
naked. 

Th iny return towards the ship, 1 landed at the 
point of the harbour near Penguin Island, and 
from the hills, saw the water on the cither side of 1 
the low isthmus of Cape Frederick Henry, which | 
forms the hay of that naino. It is very extensive, 
and in, or near, the middle of the bay, there is a 
low island. From this spot, it has the appear- j 
ance of being a very good and convenient harbour. | 

The account which I had from Brown, the 
botanist's jissiataiit, was, that in his search for 
plants, he had met an old man, a young woman, 
‘aiicl two or three children. The old man at first 
appeared alarmed, but became familiar on being 
pngiented with a knife. He nevertheless sent 
away the young woman, who went very reluctantly. 
He saw some iiiiserablc wigwams, in which were 
nothing but a few Icanguroo skins spread on the 
ground, and a basket made c^* rushes. 

Among the wood that we cut here, we found 
many scorpions and centipee, with numerous black 
ants that were an inch long, saw no mus- 
quitos, though in tho summer mon^ they are 
very troublesome. • 

What is called the New Zealand tea plant, grew 
here in great abundance ; so that it was not only 
gathered and dried to use as tea, but n^e ex¬ 
cellent brooms. It boars a stnall pointed leaf, of | 
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a pleasant smell, and its seed is contained in a 
berry, about the size of a pea, notched into five 
equal parts on tlio top. The soil, on the west and 
south sides of the bay, is black mould, with a 
mixture of fine white sand^and is very rich.*' The 
trees are lofty and large, and the underwood jfrows 
so close together, that in many places it is im]>ns- 
sablc. The east side of the bay is a rich loamy 
soil ; but, near the tops of the •hills, is very much 
encumbered with stones and rocks: the under¬ 
wood thinly placed and smaV. The treci^n the 
S.S.E. and S.W. sides of the hills, grow to a 
larger size than those that are ex))osed to the 
opposite points ; for the sides of the trees* open 
or exposed to the north winds arc naked, with 
few branches ; while tho other sides are ili a 
flourishing state. From this J do not infer, that 
the equatorial are more hurtful than the polar 
winds ; but that the trees, by their situation, 
were more sheltered from the one than from the 
other. 

A calm prevented our sailing to^Jay. The 
friendly interview which we had had nith tho 
natives, made me expect that they would have 
paid us a visit; l>ut we saw nothing more of them, 
except fires in the night, upon the low land to the 
north wal’d. 

This forenoon, liaving a pleasant breeze at 
N.W., we weighed anchor, and sailed out of 
Adventure Bay. 


CHAPTER V. 

ItOCKY ISLANDS DISCOVKRED—SBK TMK ISLAND MAITRA, 

AND AiUllVE AT OtfAHEITB—SHIP CHOWDBD liV TUB NA> 

Tivxs. r 

Bkinq clear of the land, wc steered towards the 
K.S.E., it being my intention to pass to tho south¬ 
ward of New Zealand, as I expected in that route 
to meet with constant westerly winds ; in which, 
however, I was disappointed, for they jiroved vari¬ 
able, and frequently from tho eastward blowing 
strong, with thick misty weather. The Ihcrfiio- 
meter varied from 41 to 46 degrees. 

On the 14th, at noon, we were in 49® 24' S. 
j latitude, and in 168® 3' E. longitude, whiidi is on 
j the same meridian with the south end of New 
I Zealand. We altered our course, steering to the 
northward of east, and frequently saw rock-wced, 
which I supposed to have drifted from New Zea¬ 
land* * The sea now became rougher, from our 
being exposed to a long swell, which came from 
the N.E. 

On the 19tli, at day-light, wo discovered a cluster 
of small rocky islands, bearing cast by north four 
leagues distant from us. We had seen no bir^^, 
or any thing to indicate the nearness of land, 
except patches of rock-weed, for which the vicinity 
of New Zealand sufficiently accounted. The wind 
being at N.E. prevqpted our near approach to 
tlieso isles; so tliat we were not ie^ tlian three 
leagq^s distant in passing to the soutliward of 
them. The weather was too thick to see distinctly: 
their extent was only three and a half miles from 
I east to west, and aboiit^alf a league from north 
I to south : their number, including tho smaller 
I ones, was thirteen.* 1 could not observe any 

L verdure ^n any of them ; there were white spots 
Hke patches of sWiW ; but, as Captain Cook, in 


describing the land of New Zealand, near Cape 
South, says, in many places there are patches like 
white marble, it is probable that what we saw 
might be of the same kind as what he had ob- 
seiwed. Tho westernmost of these islands is the 
largest; they arc of sufficient height to be seen at 
the distance of seven leagues from a ship’s deck. 
While in sight of tho islands, we saw some pen¬ 
guins, and a white kind of gull with a forked tail 
Captain Cook’s track, in 1773, was near this spot, 
but he did not see the islands : he saw seals and 
pcmguhis hereabouts, but considered New Zealand 
to bo the nca)*est land. I have named them after 
the ship, the Bounty Isles, 

On Sunday, the 21st, we saw a seal, some rock- 
wced, and a great many albatro.sses. 

October 2ud, Thursday, it being calm, and a 
number of small blubbers about the ship, 1 took 
up some in a bucket, but I saw no difference 
between them and the common blubbei’s in the 
West Indies. We frequently, in the night-time, 
obsorvtd the sea to be covered with luminous 
spots, caused by jirodigious quantities of small 
blubbers, that, from the strings which extend from 
them, emit a light like the blaze of a candle, while 
the body continues perfectly dark. * 

The 3rd, in the morning, w'c saw a seal. Cap¬ 
tain Cook has remarked bceiiig sea-weed, when 
nearly in the same place. Our latitude 4(1® 21' S., 
longitude *215® E. Being now wtdl to the east¬ 
ward of the Society Islands, I steered more to the 
northward. 

Wo continued to have the southern oceanic 
birds accompany us, arqj a few whales. The 
people dkught albatrosses, and fattened them in 
tho same manner which they had done when off i 
Cape Horn. Some of these measured near eight 
feet between the tips of the wings, when spread, i 

On Thursday, the 9th, we had tho misfortune ’ 
to lose one of our seamen, James Valentine, who 
died in tlie night, of an asthmatic complaint. ! 
This poor man bad been one of the most robust i 
jioople eu boafd, until our arrival at Adventure j 
Bay, where ho first complained of some slight j 
indisposition, for which he was bled, and got . 
better.- Some time afterwards, tho arm in which j 
he liad bceiAled, bee^uK,^ painful and inflamed : | 
tlie iiiffammatien increased, with a hollow cough, ; 
and extreme difficulty of breathing, to his death, j 

The 13th, in the afternoon, we saw two land j 
birds, like what arc called sand-larks. Our lati¬ 
tude at this time was 28® 3' S., and longitude 
223® 26' E. The next morning we saw a tropic 
bird, and some fish. Tho winds were light and 
variable, with calms, from this time to the 19th, 
when a breeze sprung up from the N.E., which 
gradually came round to the eastward, and proved 
to be the trade wind. 

On the 2.5th, at half past ^ven in the morning, 
we the Island Maitca, called Osnaburg by 
Captain Wallis, who first discovered it. As Cap¬ 
tain Wallis and Captain Cook had both passed 
near ;the south side, I ran along the nortli side, 
which is I’emarkably steep. The island is hi^h 
and round, and not more than tliree miles in its 
greatest extent. The ciouth side, where the de¬ 
clivity from the hill is more gradual, is the chief 
place of rdfeidence of the natives ; Wt the nortli 
side, from tlie very summit down to the sea, is bo 
steep, that it can afford no support.to theinha- 
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bltants. We steered pretty close in to the north¬ 
ward of the east end, whore wo saw but few habi¬ 
tations : a very neat house on a small eminence, 
! delightfully situated in a grove of cocoa-imt-trees, 
I jwirtieularly attracted our notice. About twenty 
' uf the natives followed us along shore, waving 
and showing largo pieces of cloth; but the siu$ 
on the shore was too high to think of having any 
commimication with them. I observed a great 
number of cocon-nut-trees, but did not see one 
])laiitain-tree. There were other trees, but of 
what kind we could not distinguish: near the east 
end are two remarkable rocks, and a reef runs off 
to the eastward about half a league. 

We continued our course to the westward, and 
at six in tlie evening saw Otaheito, bearing W. J 
S.; the island Maitea, tlien in sight, boariiig E. | 
S., eight leagues distant. As there was great 
probability that we should remain a considerable 
time at Otabeite, it could uot be expected tliat 
the intercourse of my people with the natives 
should be of a very reserved nature : 1 therefore 
ordered that every person should bo examined by 
the surgeon, and liad tlie satisfaction to learn, from 
his rejiort, that they were all perfectly free from 
any vcnererfl coiupmnt. ^ 

On the 2()th, at four oVdock in the morning, 
having run twenty-live leagues fn)m Maitea, we 
hniiight to till day-light, when wc saw Point Venus 
hciiring S.W. by W., distant about four leagues. 
As we drew near, a great number of canoes came 
off* to ua. I’lieir first enquiries were, if we were 
iyosp wliicb signifies friends ; and wlicthcr wc 
came from Preiauie., (their pronunciation of 
Britain) or from Lima: they were iJo sooner 
satisfied in this, than they crowded on hoard in 
I vast numbers, notwithstanding our endeavours to 
prevent it, as wc were w'orki^ the sfiip in ; and 
in less than ton minutes, the deck watf so full that 
I could scarce find my own jieople.. At nine in 
the forenoon, we were obliged to anchor in the 
outer part of Matavai Bay, in thirteen fathoms, 
being prevented by li^ht variable wiiyls from 
placing the ship in a proper birth. 

This passage of fifty-tw'o days from Van Diemen’s 
land may be rated tis moderate sailing. We passed 
Now Zealand with the spring equinox, and tho 
winds, though strong, were at no time violent. 
To the southward of 40*" 0' S. they were variafto; 
between the latitudes of 40 and 33° S., the wind 
hept in the N.W, quarter ; afterwards, till wo got 
into the trade, the winds were variable, mostly 
j from the eastward, but light, and iiiclinablo to 
i caJme. The slnp was 3° 22' in longitude to the 
I (‘Ustward of the dead rcckoniug, w'hich tlic time-# 
1 beeper almost invariably proved to be owing to a 
j current giving us more casting than the log. Our 
; track was as distant from any course of fonner 
I ships as I could conveniently mal<e it j and though 
've made no new discoveries, except tlie small 
cluster of islands near New Zealand, yet in otlier 
parts of the track, as has been noticed, we met 
with signs of being in tho neighbourhood o^land. 

It may not be unworthy of remark, that the 
yhole distance which the snip had run by the log, 
jn direct and contrary coarses, from leaving Eng¬ 
land to our anchoring at Otaheite, was twenty- 
seven thousand and eighty-six miles, Vhich, on an 
j average, is at the rate of a hundred and eight 
I miles each twenty-four hours. 


CHAPTER VI, 


ACCOUNT or AN ENGLISH SHIP LATELY BAILED FBOM OTA- 
or UAfAj||-(7APTAtN COOK’S PICTURE SENT 
q^iiOAiu>—01XX) vfmrfl THE ship—hib visit returned — 
NATIVES WELL DISPOSED TOWARDS US—ACCOUNT OP THE 
CATTLE LEFT BY CAPTAIN COOK—BREAD-FRUIT PLANTS 
PHOMIBED—VISIT TO THE EAREE HAHXR—PRESJENTS MADE 
TO THE ARRKUYB. • 

Tfi^ship being anchored, Sunday, 26th, our 
iiumHr of visitors ^ntinued to iucroasc ; but as 
yet we saw no pei-son that wo could i*ec61lect to 
have lieeu of much cousequcuce. Some inferior 
chiefs made me presents of a few hogs, and I made 
th^n presents iu return. We were supplied with 
cocoa-nuts great abundance, but bread-fruit was 
scarce. 

Many inquiries were made after Captain Coox, 
Sir Joseph Banks, and many of their fonner 
friends. They said a ship had been hcTe, from 
which tlmy had learnt that Captain Cook was 
dead ; but tlie circumstances of his death they did 
uot appear to be acquainted with ; and 1 had 
given particular directions to my officers and 
ship’s company, that they should not bo mentioned. 
The ship spoken of, they informed me, staid at 
Otaheite one montli, and Imd been gone four 
mouths, by some of their accounts; according to 
othei's, only thret^ months. The captain they 
called Tonah, 1 understood likewise from them,* 
that Lieutenant Watts was in tho sliip; wlio, 
having been here in the Resolution witli Captain 
(?ook, was well known to thorn.—One of my first 
enquiries, as will natui'ally bo imagined, was after 
our frlcud Omai * ; and it was a sousible mortifi¬ 
cation and disappointment to me to hear tliat uot 
only Omai, but both tho New Zealand buys who 
had been left with him, wero dead. Every oue 
agreed in their infomation that they died a natural 
death. Otoo, wdio was the chief of Matavai when 
Captain Cook was here the last lime, was absent 
at another pai't of the island ; they told me mes¬ 
sengers were sent to inform him of our anival, 
and tliat he w'as expected to return soon. There 
ajipeared among the natives in general great good¬ 
will towards us, and they seemed to he much 
rejoiced at our arrival. This whole day we expe¬ 
rienced no iuataneo of dishonesty. We were so 
much crowded, that 1 could not midei'take to 
remove to a more proper station, without danger 
of disobliging our visitors, by desiring them to 
leave the ship : this business was tlierefore de¬ 
ferred till the next morning. 

Early in the moruing of Monday, before the 
natives began to flock oft* to us, we weighed anchor, 
to work farther into the bay, and mooi'od at about 
a^quorter of a mile distance from the shore $ the 
sliip lying in seven fathoms water, 

^voral chiefs now came on board, and ex¬ 
pressed great pleasure at seeing me. Among 
tlicsc were Otow, the father^f Otoo, and Orcepyah, 
his brother; also another chief of Matavai, ^led 
Fooeno : and to these ffien I made presents. Two 
messengers likewise anived from Otoo^ to acquaint 
me of nis being on his way to the ship ; each of 
whom brought jue, as a present from Otoo, a small 
pig, and a young plantain-tree, as a token of 


* Carried to EnglRxid by Captain Cook. 


651 




16 


BLIGU’S NARRATIVE OF 


frientisliip. The sliip was now plentifully supplied 
with provisions ; every pei'son having as much as 
’he could consume. 

As soon as the ship was secured, I went on 
i shoi*o with the chief Poeen% and accompanied by 
a multitude of the natives. He conducted to 
the place where we had fixed our tents in 1777, 
i and desired tliat I w ould now appropriate the spot 
: to the same use. Wc then weni across tho beach, 
and through a walk deliglitfully shaded w'itli bi*cad- 
fimt trees, to his own house. ^ Here we f ojijd two 
women,at work staining a piece of cloth recffl’liese 
I found were his wife and lier sister. Tliey de¬ 
sired me to sit down on a mat, wliieli was spread 
for the purpose, and with great kindness offered 
me rofreshinents. I received the congratulations 
of several strangers, who came to us^and behaved 
with great decorum and atteutioup The people, 
however, thronged about the liouse in such num¬ 
bers, that I was much incommoded by tho heat, 
which being observed, they inmiediately drew 
back. Among the crowd I saw a mac who had ’ 
lost his arm just above the elbow; tho stump W'as 
well covered, and the cure seemed as perfect as 
could bo expected from tlie greatest professional 
skill. 

I made inquiries about tho cattlti that had been 
left hero by Captain Cook, but tho accounts 1 re¬ 
ceived were very unfavourable, and so various, 
that for the present I shall forbear speaking of 
them. After staying about an liour, I got up to 
take leave, when tho women, in a very obliging 
manner, eaino to me with a mat, and a piece rf 
their finest cloth, which they jmt on me after the 
Otaheite fashion. When I was thus dressed, they 
each of them took one of iny hands, aiid accom¬ 
panied ino to the water-side, and at- parting pro¬ 
mised that they would soon return my visit. 

In this walk I had tho satisfaction to sec that 
the inland had received some benefit from our 
former visits. Two shaddocks were brought to 
me, a fruit which they had not till wc introduced 
it; and among the articles which they brought off 
to the ship, and offered for sale, w-ere capsicuius, 
pumpkins, and two young goats. 

On my return to the ship, 1 found that a small 
disturbance liad, been occasioned by one of tho 
natives making an attempt to steal a tin put; 
whicli, on being known to Oreepyah, he flew iiite 
a violent rage, and it was with some difficulty that 
the thief escaped w ith his life. Ho drove all his 
countrymen out of the ship; and w'hen he saw me, 
he desired if at any time 1 found a thief, that I 
would order him to be tied up and punished with 
a severe flogging. 

This forenoon a man came on board with Capt. 
Cook’s picture, wdiich had been drawn by M^r. 
Webber in 1777, and left with Otoo. It was 
brought to me to be repaired. The frame was 
broken, buttlic picture no way damaged, except a 
little in tho ‘back ground. They called it Toole 
(which has always been their iqauner of pro- 
not^iciug Captain Cook’s n^me) Earee no Otaheile, 
chief of Otaheite. They said Toote Imd desired 
Otoo, whenever itny English ship come, to show 
the picti||«Dij^4ind it would be acknowledged as a 
token c^ mdfldship. The youngest brother of Otoo, 
nam^l^ydqpah, visited me this aftemoon: he 
'‘Lpp^liw^upified with drinking ava. At sunset 
Visitors left the ship. 


The next morning early I received a message 
from Otoo, to inform me of his arrival, and re¬ 
questing that 1 would send a boat for him; whicli 
I immediately did, with an officer (Mr. Christian) 
to conduct him on board. He came with numerous 
attendants, and expressed much satisfaction at our 
meeting. After introducing his wife to me, we 
joined iiosos, the customary manner of saluting, 
and, to pciq)etuatc our friendship, he desired we 
should exchange namcH. I was Huiq>rised to find 
that, instead of Otoo, tho name by which he for¬ 
merly went, he was now called Tinah. Tho name 
of Otoo, with the title of Earee Jiahie, I w'as 
informed had devolved to his eldest son, who was 
yet a minor, as is tho custom of the country. The 
name of Tinah’a wife was Iddeah: with lier was a 
woman, dressed with a large quantity of clotli, in 
tlie form of a hoop, which was taken off and j>re- 
sented lo me, with a large liog, and some bread¬ 
fruit. I then took my visitors into tho e^biii, and 
after a short time produced mv presents in return. 
The prraont I made to Tinah (by which name I 
shall ber<;aftt^r call him) consisted of hatchets, 
small adzes, files, gimblcts, saws, looking-glasses, 
red feathera, and two shirts. To Iddeah I gave 
ear-rings, necklaces, and I)euds ; but sue expressed 
a desire also for iron, and therefore I made the 
same assortment for her as I had for her husbaud. 
Much conversation took place among them on the 
value of the different articles, and tliey appeared 
extremely satisficid ; so that they detcniiined to 
spend tho day with me, and requested 1 would 
si low them all over the ship, and particularly the 
cabin where 1 slept. This though 1 was not fond 
of doing, “I indulged them in, and the consequenco 
was, os I had ap))reliended, that they took a fancy 
to so many thhigs, that they got from me nearly 
as much more as I liad before given them. After¬ 
wards, Tinaii desired me to fire some of the great 
guns: this 1 likewise complied with, and, as the 
shot fell into the sea at a great distance, all the 
natives expressed their sui’prisc by loud shouts and 
acclamations. ^ 

I had a large company at dinner; for, besides 
Tinah and his wife, there was Otow, the father of 
Tinah, Oreepyah, and Whydooah, two of his 
bi'otliers, Poeeiio, and several other chiefs- Tinah 
was a very large man, much above the common 
BtiJeure, being not less than six feet four inches in 
height, and proportionably stout: his ago about 
thirty-live. His wife (Iddeah) I judged to be 
about twenty-four years of age: she was likewise 
much above the common size of tho women at 
Otalioite, and had a very animated and intelligent 
'vjountenance. Whydooah, the younger brother of 
Tinah, was highlyspokcii of as a wairior, but had 
the character of being the greatest drunkard in 
tho country ; and, indeed, to judge from the 
withered appearance of his^ skin, lie must have 
used the pernicious drink called ava, to great 
excess. Tinah was fed by one of his attendants, 
who sat by him for that purpose, this being a par¬ 
ticular cu.stom among some of the superior chiefs; 
and I must do him the justice to say, he kept his 
attendant constantly employed : there was indeed 
little reason to complaiifrof want of appetite in any 
of my guests. As the women ore not allowed to 
eat in pre^nce of the men, Iddeah dined with 
some of her companions about an hour afterwards, 
in private, except that her husband Tinah favoured 
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tliem with his company, and seemed to have en« that in a short time I got rid of all! had brought 
tirely forgotten that he had already dined. on shore. , 

ProvisiouE were brought off to the ship in the • In ray return I called on Pooono and an cliorly 
greatest plenty ; and, to prevent as much as pos- chief, a relation of his, called Moanuah, the prin- 
sible anything which might occasion disputes, I cipal men of this distriA, and with whom I judged 
desii'cd Mr. Peckover, the gunner, to imdertako it mynjitcrcst to be on good terms. I gave them 
the management of our traffic with tJic nativesr several valuable articles; and as the situation here 
Some of the hogs brought to-day weighed 200 lbs., was eligible for a g^cn, I planted melon, cucum- 
aud wc purchased several for salting. Goats were her, and salad-sccos. I told them many other 
likewiso brought off for sale, and I bought a she- things siiould bo sown for their use ; and they 
goat and kid for less than would have purchased a appearA much plcaiJ^d when they understood 1 
small hog. Our friends licre expressed much dis- intended to plant such things as would grow to bo 
appointment that there was no portrait painter on trees and produce fruit. I saw largo patches of 
board ; Tinah in particular, who wished to havo tobacco growing without culture, and many pump- 
liad pictures of his father and family. kin ^iiies. The bread-fruit ti^ces and cocoa-nut 

An intimacy between the natives and our people trees at tliis time were full of fruit, 
was already so general, that there was scarce a I went ou Ijoard to dinner, and Moannah ac- 
man in the ship who had not his /yo or fdeiid. companied me. * In the afternoon I rtiturned to 
Tinah continued with me the whole afternoon, in I’ooeno’s, with some additional seeds to iinprovo 
the course of which he ate four times of I’oast pork, the little mrden I had begun to make in the forc- 
besidcs his dinner. When ho left the sl^p, he noon. While I was giving directions, 1 received a 
requested Z would keep for him all the presents I message fr0m Tinah, inviting me to come to him 
had given to liim, us he had not, at Matavai, a at his brother Orcepyah’s house, which was near 
place sufficiently safe to secure them from being the beach. At this jilaee I found a great niimbcT 
stolen; I thcaroforc showed liiin a locker in my of people collected, wdio, on my appearance, iinmo- 
cabin for liie use, and gave him a key to it. This diately made way for me to* sit down by TiniUi. 
is perhaps not so much a pi'oof of his w^ant of The crowd being ordered to draw back, a pitxe of 
power, as of the estimation in which they hold cloth about two yards wide and ft>rty-ono yards in 
Kuropeon commodiUes, and which makes more length was spread on the ground; and another 
than the common means of security necessary to piece of cloth was brought by Oreepyah, which he 
prevent theft. put over my shoulders and round my waist, in the 

I had sent Nelson and his assistant to look for manner the chiefs ai*o clothed. Two large hogs, 
plants, and it was no small pleasure to me to find, w<flghiiig each above two hundred pounds, and a 
by their report, that, aficording to appearances, quantity of baked bread-fruit and cocoa-nuts, were 
tlic object of my mission would probably be ac- then laid before me, as a present, and 1 was desired 
complished with case. I had given directions to to walk from one end of tho cloth spread on the 
every one on hoard not to n^ko known to the ground to the other, ia tho course of which, Tyo 
islanders the purpose of our coming, lost it might and Ehoah* were rcpcati'd with*loud acclamations, 
onhane'e tho value of tho bread-fruit plants, or This ceremony being ended, Tinah desired I would 
occasion other difficulties. Perhaps so much cau- send the things on board, which completely loaded 
tion was not necessary; but at all events I wished the boat; wo therefore waited till she came baek, 
to rcHcrvo to myself the time and njannor of com- and then I took them on hoard with me; for I 
muuication. Nelson met with two fine slijlddoek- knew they expected some return. Tho present 
trooB, which ho had planted in 1777 : they wero wlii^h I made on this occasion was equal to any 
full of fruit, but not ripe. that I had made before ; but I discovered that 

Wednesday, 29th.—In the morning I riotumed Tinah was not the sole proprietor of what he had 
Tinali’s visit, for I found ho expected it. He was given to me, for the present I gave was divided 
ui a small shod about a quarter of a milo to t\^ among those who I guessed had contributed to 
eastward of Matavai Point, with his wife and three siii)port his dignity; among whonf wero Moannah, 
children, not their own, but who they said were I'ooono, and Oreepyah ; Tinah, liowever, kept the 
relations. In my walk I had picked up a numer- greatest part of what I had given, and every one 
0U8 attendance, for every one I met followed me ; seemed satisfied with the imoportionheallotted them, 
so that I had collected such a crowd that the heat The Otaheite breed of hogs seems to be sup- 
waa scarce hearable, every one endeavouring to planted by tho European, Originally they were 
get a look to satisfy their curiosity; they, h^^wever, of tfic China sort, short, and very thick-necked; but 
carefully avoided pressing against me, and wel- tho superior size of tho Eurepean has mado them 
coined mo with cheerful countenances, and great entourage our breed. 

good-nature. Thursday, 30th.—At hrcalc of day, Tinah and 

^ I mado Tinah undefstand that ray visit wn^ par- his wife came again to the sliip, and as their 
ticularly to him, and ^ave him a second present, attendants were numerous, I provided a breakfast 
equal to the fii'st, which ho received with great for them of broiled and roasted pork, wliich they 
pleasure; and to tlie people of consequence that preferred to tea. Our arrival being known all 
about him I also presented some artislo or over die island, we had this day a great number of 
other. There were great numbers of children; strangers on board, whq cam<^ firora the most 
as I took notice of th^ little ones that were in remote parts, and in the forenoon some hooks and 
^rniB, and gave them beads, both small and great, thimbleswere cutout from the blocks,. This Induced 
hut with ranch drollery and good-humeur, endoa- me to order all the natives out of the ship, except 
vo^ed to benefit by the occasion. Boys of ton 

™ twelve years old wero caught up in arms and * Tpo and EAoafi are words of the mme BlgSlficatlon; 
wougnt to me, which created much laughter ; ($0 le>/rUnd* 

VoL. L 
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the chiefs and their attendants. In executing those 
orders, a difriag -fellpw attacked the sentinel, but 
escaped among the crowd. Every one knew the 
conseqUenco of Offending thp sentinel, and were 
exceedingly al&nned at tlio appearance of amger I 
thought neo'ess^ to assume. 

Among''those who visited us to-day were two 
chiefs of consequence, llarrcmarro and his 
‘SOU ^oohaitaiah Otee, Earees of the districts of 
Itteeah and Attahdoroo. pteo was fed at dinner 
in thO 8^0 manner as Tinah. It was evident that 
the attention which I showed to these chiefs seemed 
to mvo uneasiness to Tinah. At sunset my visitors 
took leave, and were ^sarried on shore by one of 
Ao ship’s boc^'tOf which has always been regfferded 
as a mark of distinction, and on that account pre¬ 
ferred by them to going in their own canoes. At 
their request a race was rowed between our five- 
oare(l -butter and one of their double canoes with 
four paddles. Groat exertions were used on both 
sides, but tlic cutter first reached theishorc. In 
their return to tlie shij), OrcepyaU stopped them, 
till a large piece of clotli that he had sent for w’as 
bi*ought, which he tied to the boat-hook, and desired 
should bo carried off as a trophy of their victory. 

The next morning, at sunrise, Moandali came 
on board with a message from Tinah, to acquaint 
mo that lie was mattoiv (afraid to sec me) till ho 
had rccovorod some things tliat had been stolen 
from the ship, and which he had sent after. I 
knew there ,was something wrong, as no cauocs 
came off to us, and, on looking about, w'c fouoid 
tho buoy of the best bower anchor had been taken 
away, 1 imagine, for the sake of some iron hoops 
that were on it. That this might nut create any 
coolness, I sent a boat to Tinah, to invite him and 
his friends to come on hoard ; which they imme¬ 
diately did, and were no longer under any appre¬ 
hensions. I had made an appointment with Orec- 
py^h, for him to go with me to Oparre this morn¬ 
ing ; but the accident just mentioned caused him 
to break his engagement, he having gone, I was 
informed, in searcli of wliaf'had been stolen. • 

Oparre is the district next to the westward of 
Matavai. One of my reasons for going to Oparre, 
was to see if Nelson would bo able to procui’o 
plants there ; but I gave tho credit of my visit to 
young Otoo, tho son of Tinah, who was the Earte 
Rahie, and lived \vith tho rest of Tiiiah’s children 
at Oparre, I prepared a magnificent present for 
this youth, who was represented to me os the per¬ 
son of the greatest consequence, or rather of tho 
highest rank, in tho island. At noon I left tho 
ship, accompanied by Tinah, his wife Iddeah, a^d 
Poeeno. Moannali was to have been of the party, 
but ho insisted on romaiiiiiig intho ship, to prevent 
his countrymen from attempting to steal anything. 

After half an hour’s sailing, wo arrived at 
Oparre. During this time, Tinah gave mo a more 
circumstantial account of the cattle and sheep, 
that hod been left with him : he related, that after 
liv;^ years from the time of Captain Cook’s dopar- 
tn«> (counting aixtv-tikree moons) tho peoplo of 
the isl^d Eimeo^dmed-with those of Attahooroo, 
a district of Otahei^ i^dmade a descent on Oparre: 
that after some, ir^slatsmce, by vAiich many men 
were killed, Tina^ iSxui his people fled to the moun¬ 
tains, lesndng their % property to the mercy of 

the victorious ^^iSiy, destroyed almost every 
thing which they f<jj;i^a^ot convenient to take 


away with them. Some of the cattle were killed 
and eaten, but the greater part wore taken to 
Eimeo. The cows, no said, had produced eight 
calves, and the owes ten young ones. The ducks, 
among wluch they classed tho geese, had greatly 
.increased ; but the turkeys and peacocks, what¬ 
ever waff the cause, had not bred. It seemed to 
give Tinah greaii pleasure to observe how much I 
waft concerned for tho dostruction of so many use¬ 
ful animus ; but the cause of his satisfaction, I 
found, did not proceed from any expectation that 
I should replace them, but from the belief that I 
would take vengeance on tho people who had de¬ 
prived him of them ; for with respect to the loss 
of tho cattle, he appeared so unconcerned and 
indifferent, that I was very angry with him. There 
is, however, sufficient excuse for his resentment 
against the people of Eimeo ; for the large exten¬ 
sive houses, which we had seen m this part of 
Otahoite, in tho yrar 1777, were all destroyed, and 
at pr<ftjent they had no other habitations than light 
sheds, which might bo taken by tlic four corners, 
and removed by four men ; and of the many large 
canoes which they then had, not more than three 
remained. Thiali, understanding from my con¬ 
versation, that 1 intended visiting some of the 
other islands in this neighlmurliood, very earnestly 
desired I would not think of leaving Matavai. 
« Here,” said he, "you shall be supplied plentifully 
with every thing you want. All hero arc your 
friends, and friends of jtiug George : if you go to 
tho other islands, you ^11 have every thing stolen 
from you.” 1 replied, that on account of their 
good-wiTl, and frem a desire to servo him and his 
country. King Gcorgo had sent out those valuable 
presents ip him ; "and will not you, Tinah, send 
soiiiothing^to Kiiij^eorge in return 1”—Yt^s,” ho 
said, " I will send him any thing I haveand 
then began to enumerate the different articles in 
his power, among which he mentioned tho bread¬ 
fruit. This was tlic exact point to which I wished 
to bring tho eAivcrsatiqn ; and, seizing an oppor¬ 
tunity, which had every appearance of boing un¬ 
designed and accidental, 1 told him the bread-fruit 
trees were what King George would like ; njiGn 
which ho promised mo a great many should be put 
on board, and seemed much delighted to find it so 
cifsily in his jiowcr to send any thing tha^« would 
be well received by Ring George. 

On landing at Oparre, an immense crowd of 
natives, as usual, immediately thronged about us. 
I inquired for Oreepyah, whom I expected to have 
met me here, but he was not yet returned from 
his search afier the thieves; we therefore went 
under a shed of Hfes to wait for him, and in about 
a quarter of an hour he joined us, bringing with 
him an iron scrapcjr, and one of the hoops of the 
buoy, I thanked him for th^, trouble which he had 
taken,^d assured him that I was perfectly satisfied ; 
for he still seemed apprehonsivo of my displeasure. 

Wo took leave, for a short time, of Oreepyah, 
and ^proceeded with Tinah to make my visit ,to 
the young Otoo, the Earee Rahie. When we liad 
walked about five minutes, Tinah stopped, and 
informed me that no pdrson could be permitted to 
sec his soni who was covered above the shoulders. 
He then took off his upper garments, and requested 
I would do the same. I replied, that I had no 
jection to go as I would to my own king, who wA 
the greatest in all the world ; and pulling off my 
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hat^ he toetv a piece of cloth round my jliouldera, 
and we went on. About a quarter of a mile farther 
towards tho hills, through a delightful shade of 
bread-fruit trees, we stopped at tho side of a small 
rteqjoiitino river : hero 1 was in view of a house 
on the other side, at about fifty yards distabc*. 
B>om this house tho young king was bt*ought out 
HI a man’s shouldei’S, clothed in a piece of fine 
jvhite cloth, and I was desired by. Tifiah to salute 
aim by tlie name of Too Earet Rahie, Tho pre¬ 
sent which I had prepared was divided into three 
parts, and two other children made their appear¬ 
ance in tho samo manner. The first present I 
i^ave to'a m^cSengor who attended for that purpose; 
^nd I was instructed by Tinah to say, that it was 
for tho Earee HaJiie ; that I was his friend ; that 
Ih^ted thieves ; and that I camo from Britannia. 
'The second present was sent in the same manner, 
with it similar message, to one of the other children; 
and likewise the third. ^ 

' As I could not see the Earee RaMe diswnctly, 

£ desired to be permitted to go over the river to 
him; but this, it seems, could not he complied 
with ; therefore, after seeing the presents delivered, 
i returned with Tinah towards Orcepyah’s house. 

I was informed that Tinali had four children by 
his wife, Iddcah. Otoo, or Too, the Earee Rahie^ 
appealed to bo about six years old : tho second is 
a girl, named Terrenah Oroah : the third, a boy, 
Terrcctappanooai; and a fourth, an infant girl, 
\vht)m I did not see, namo^Tahainydooali. 

When we came to tho jHce where we hail first 
^tc»pped, Tinah took tho sloth from my shpulders, 
and desired me to put my hat on ; I expressed a 
JcHirc to seo more of the place, and ho took mo 
Imck by a difibrent way. On posing a trunk of a 
tree, rudely carved, 1 was desired again to pull my 
bat off, and all uncovered their shoulders. This 
I discovered to be nothing more than the boundary 
of tho king’s land; on which, whoever set their 
foet, uncovered themselves out of rqspeet. 

We stopped at a house beionging to Tinah/where 
I was treated with a concert of one diniiii and 
three flutes, with singing by four men. I made 
some presents to tho performers, and we removed 
to Oreepyali’s house, where, after paying my com- 
pUments to him, which I found was expected, 
Tinah made me a present of a large hog, and some 
cocoa-nuts. Ho then introduced an uncle of his, 
called Mowworoah, a very old man, much tattooed, 
and almost blind. To tliis chief I made a present; 
and sqpn after I embarked, with Tinah, Orcepyah, 
their wives, and Poeono. A vast number of peo¬ 
ple were collected on tho beach toseo us depart; 
and as soon as tho boat had put ®r, Tinah desired 
to fire my pocket-pistol, the poopooe cte ete^ as 
he called it: the report seemed to electrify the 
'vholo crowd ; but finding no harm done, they ^vo 
Kfeat shouts of approbation. 

Nelson, who accompanied in,e in this expedition, 
had but nttle opportunity to search after plants, 
the natives having crowded so much about hftn: 
hosaw enough,howevor, to assure him that they ijffire 
hJ be procured hero as plentifully as at Matavw. 

In our pas^ge to tiie ship, which we rowed in 
®|ie hour, nothing but Britannie was#inmiired 
after, and of the number of ships and guus. When 
1 told them we had ships of a hundred guns, they 
could not believe it, till I drew one on pape^: 
they then asked me if it was not as big as xarrah. 


which is a high projecting headland, half,way be¬ 
tween Matavai and Oparre, called by uS Ono-ttee 
Hill. Tinah much wished that orie oT these large 
ships should be sent to Otaherte, and that roywlf 
shoiffd come her, and bring Mm a number pf 
things that he wanted ; among which particu¬ 
larly desired beds ^nd high-backed uribow chairs 
might not be forgotten : a request perfectly ac¬ 
cording with the indolent character of ^inah. 4 
Saturday, Novembtr 1 st.—As we had occasion w> 
fix a tent on Point Venus, this morning ive moved 
tho ship nearer to. it^ and moored again ii sit \ 
fathoms, the point boariiig N.N.E. 'I 

’Hnah and severdl other chiefs dined on board ; 
with me. Afjpr dinner I went on shore with Ti? 
nah, and madc^a visit to his father Glow. I like- . 
<i^ise went to the garden which I had made near ; 
Poeeno’s house, and found every thing liad been ; 
taken caro of. After this, I was invited to aij | 
entcrtaiui^nt-called Ifeiva, which Tinah had or¬ 
dered, auowhich consisted of singing and dancing 
by three men and a young girl, Wlien this per¬ 
formance was finished I returned to tho ship. 

Sunday, 2 nd.—At dnyhght I sent Mr. Christian 
with a garty to erect our tent, and soon after 
followed myself with Tinali, Moannali, and Poceno. 
With their consent I iixed a boundary, within 
whicli the natives were not to enter witliout leave, 
and the chiefs cautioned them against it. 

The principal use of the tents on shore wjw for 
a lodgment for the plants; and I had now, instead 
of tippearing to receive a favour, brought the chiefs 
to believe tbatl was doing tluMU a kindness in carry¬ 
ing the plants as a present from them to tho Earee 
Rahie no Rr\t%nec. The party at tlie tent consisted 
of nine persons, including Nedson and his assistant. 

Tinah dined with me on board, and was to-day 
my only visitor: nevertheless, the ceremony of 
being fed he so scrupulously observed, that, even 
f ftcr all the attendants v/ere sent away, and we 
were left by oui'selvcs, 1 w'as obliged to lift the 
winq to his nioutli. The wives of the Earees are 
sometimes subject to this restriction after the 
birth of a child, but are released after a certain 
time, on jiorforming a ceremony called Oatiimo, 
After dinner, Tinah invited me to accompany 
him with a i>resent of provisions to a party "of 
tho ArreoySf a society described in tlie accounts of 
the former voyages ;* in this ccrcraoiiy, ho made 
me the principal xierson. Our way to the place j 
where tho oflering was to be made, was by the 
side of a r^er, along the banks of which I had 
^Iways walked before ^his time ; but on,thq present 
occasion a canoe was provided for me, and dtaggod 
by eight men. On arriving at^ tho landing-place, 
I sifw a large quantity of bread-fruit, with sonje 
hogs ready dressed, and a quantity of cloth. At 
about forty yards distance sat a man, who, I was 
informed, was a principal Afreop. A lane being 
made by tho crowd, he was iddressed by pno 
Tinah’s people, standing on the canoe, in a speech 
composed of ^ort sonton'ces, which lasted about. 
a quarter of an hour. During thisf a^pieoe of cloth' 
was produced, one end of wmch I was desired to' 
hold, and five mqn, one with a sucking pig, and 
the others having each a basket of bread-fruit, 

* A hceniious society adzaftt^g both men and womoni 

(between whom the Inieroouiwls promJsdUous; aUebU 
dren born i& ibis society ere Immcdiaiilly destroyed 

_ c a» _ _ 





20 


BLIGirS NARRATIVE OF 


prepared to follow me. In this order we advanced 
to the Arreoy, and laid tho whole do^vn heforo 
him. I then spoke several sentencefl dictated to 
me hy Tinah, the meaning of which I did Jnot un¬ 
derstand; and my pronunciation not being •ircry 
exact, caused a great deal of mirth. This speech 
being finished, I was shown another Arreoy^ who 
had come from Ulietea, and to^im likewise I was 
!required to deliver an oration. Tinah, under- 
Anding from me, that I haid children in ray own 
country, he desired me to raako one moro offering 
on their account. There still remained three 
baskets of bread-fruit, a small pig, and another 
pieco of cloth ; with ^csc, assisted as heforo, I 
mado the offering in favour 'of my cliildren to'^tlie 
man whom I had first addressed. * lie made no 
reply to all my fine speeches, but 'sat with great 
gravity, and received every thing as a matter of 
right, and not of courh^sy. 

All that I could inako out of this strange cere¬ 
mony was, that the Arreoys are highly^respectod, 
that the society is chiefly composed of men 
distinguished by their valour or some other merit, 
and that great trust and confidence is reposed in 
them ; but I could ijot comprehend what this had 
to do with my children, or why it should be ima¬ 
gined that an offering made on their account to a 
society of men, who destroy all their children, 
should be propitious. I learnt from Tinah, in 
talking about his childron, that his fii-st-born child 
was killed os soon as it came into the world, he 
being then an Arreoy ; but before his second cWld 
was born, ho quitted the society. Tho Arreoys 
are allowed great latitude in their amours, except 
in times of danger. Thou, as they arc almost all 
fighting iiieii (lala toa) they are Restricted, that 
they may not weaken or enervate themselves. 

These ceremonies being ended, I returned to the 
eliip. 

Such of tho natives, as I conversed with about 
the institution of so extraordinary a society as the 
Arreoyy asBoi*tcd that it was necessary, to prevent 
an over population. Worrow worrow no te mydiddcy 
wo^row worrow te iata, Wc have too many chil¬ 
dren, and too many men, was their constant ex¬ 
cuse. Yet it does not appear, that tliey are appre¬ 
hensive of too great an increase of the lower class 
of people, none of them being ever admitted into 
the Arreoy society. The most remarkable in¬ 
stance, related to me, of the barbarity of this 
institption, was of Tcppalioo, the Earee of tho 
district of Tottaha, and his wife, Tettocliowdceah, 
who is sister to Otow, and considered as a person 
of the first consequence. I was told that they hAve ^ 
had eight children, every one of which was de¬ 
stroyed as soon as born. That any human beiags 
were ever so devoid of natural affection, as not to 
wish to preserve alive one of so many ^ildreu, is 
not credible. It is more reasonable to conclude, 
that the death of these infants was an act of 
dioice in the parents; but that 4h^ were sacri¬ 
ficed in compliance with some barbarous super- 
Blation, with wMch we are lih^oqnamted. What 
strengthens th& oonjecturjS that they have 
adopted a nephew as tiieir heir, of whom they are 
excessively fond. , * • 

In ^untries so limited as the islands in the 
South Seas, the natives .6f which, before they were 
discovered by European navigators, probably had 
not an idea of the exUtdice of other lands, it is 


not unnatural that an increasing iiopnlation should 
occasion apprehensions of universal (Stress. Orders 
of celibacy, which have proved so prejudicial in 
other countries, might perhaps in this have been 
beneficial; so far at least as to have answered 
their purpose by means not criminal. The number 
of inhabitants at Otaheite have boen estimated at 
above one hundred thousand. The island, how¬ 
ever, is not cultivated to the greatest advantage i 
yet, wore they continually to improve in hus¬ 
bandry, their improvement could not, for a length 
of time, keep pace with an unlimited population. 

An idea here presents itself, which, however 
fanciful it may appear at first sight, seems to 
merit some attention :—^While wo see among these 
islands so great a waste of tho liuman species, that 
numbers are bom only to die; and, at the same 
time, a largo continent so near them as Now Hol¬ 
land, in which there is so groat a waste of land 
uncnltivatcd, and almost destitute of inliabitants; 
itnatut^ally occurs, how greatly the two countries 
might bo made to benefit each other; and gives 
occasion to regret that tho islanders ore not in¬ 
structed in tho moans of omitting to Now Hol¬ 
land, which soems as if designed by nature to 
serve as an asylum for the suporflux of inhabitants 
in the islands. Such a plan of emigration, if 
rendered practicable to them, might not only be 
the means of abolishing the horrid custom of de¬ 
stroying children, as it would remove the plea of 
necessity, hut might 1^^ to other important pur¬ 
poses. A great con^Pnt would bic converted 
from a desert to a poi)iiloiis country; a number of 
our fellow-creatures would be saved; the inhabi¬ 
tants of tho islands would become more civilized ; 
and it is iv)t improbable, but that our colonies in 
New Holland woidSd derive .so much benefit as to 
more than repay any trouble or expense, that 
might be incurred in endeavouring to promoto so 
humano a plan. 

The latter, however, is a remote consideration, 
for the iuterttopical parts of New Holland are 
those most suited to ine habits and manner of 
living of the islanders; and likewise tho soil and 
climate are tho best adapted to their modes of 
agriculture. Man placed by his Creator in the 
warm climates, perhaps would never emigrate 
into tho colder, unless under tho tyrannous influ¬ 
ence of necessity; and ages might elapse before 
tho new inhabitants would spread to our settlers, 
though they arc but barely within the limits of 
frost, that great cause of nine tenths of the iicccs- 
sities of Europeans. Ncvei'thelcssjbesides forward¬ 
ing tho purposes of humanity and general con¬ 
venience, in briH^g a people without land to a 
land without people, the bencilt of a mutual inter¬ 
course with a neighbouring and friendly colony, 
would in itself be no incon^dcrable advantage, 

Aihong people so free from ostentation as the 
Otaheiteans, and whose manners are so simple and 
natural, the strictness with w’hich tho punctilios of 
rank* ape observed, is surprising. I know not if 
any action, however meritorious, can elevate a 
xnalf above the class in which he was born, unless i 
ho were to acquire sufficient power to confer dig¬ 
nity on himself. If any woman of the inferior | 
classes has a child hy an Earee, it is not suffered 
to live. Perhaps the offspring of Teppahoo and 
Tetteehowdeeah were destined to satisfy some cruel 
adjustment of rank and precedency. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

A THKKT COMMrrXKD—DKCBlTIOjr OK TUB KAIKTBO HKAl>— 
CONVBIWATlOIf WITH A PttlBBT—A WHICSTLINO MATCH>~ 
BBP0KT8 OK THK NATIVBH CONCXANINtt OTUBA JfiLA^DB>~ 
60MR ACCOUNT OF OMAI. 

Monday, November 3rd.—The trade for provi- 
Bions I directed to bo carried on at the tent by Mr. 
Peckover, the gunner. Moannah likewise resided 
there, as a guard over his countrymen; but though 
it appeared to be the wish of all the chiefs, tliat wc 
siiould remain unmolested, it was not possible en¬ 
tirely to prevent them from pilfering. 

My table at dinner was generally crowded. 
Tinan, Oreepyah, Poeeno, and Moannah, wci*e my 
regular guests, and I was seldom without some 
duels from other districts. Almost every indi¬ 
vidual of any consequence has several names, 
which makes it frequently perplexing, when the 
same person is spoken of, to know wlio is meant. 
Evciy chief has perhaps a dozen or more names 
in the course of thirty years; so that the*person 
who has been spoken of by one visitor, will not 
perhaps be known to .another, unless other circum¬ 
stances lead to a discovery. The father of Tiiiah, 
at this tim^ called Otow, was known in 176’!) by 
the name of Whappai. 

I showed Tinah the preparations I was making 
to take on board the bread-fruit plants, which 
pleased him exceedingly, but he did not foi^et to 
remind me, that when the next ship came out ho 
hoped King George wi)^^ send him largo axes, 
file.s, saws, cloth of aflfinds, hats, chairs, and 
bedstends, with arms, Ammunition, and in short 
every thing ho could think of mentioning^ 

This afternoon, the gudgeon of the rudder be¬ 
longing to tho largo cutter, was drawn out and 
stolen, w-ithout being pcrcciv«l by the iiian that 
was stationed to take care of her. Several petty 
thefts having been committed by, the natives, 
mostly owing to tho negligence of our own people; 
j and ns these kind of accidents generally created 
alarm, and had a tendoi^y to inUrrupt Jlie good 
terms on which w'c were with the chiefs,! thought it 
would have a good effect to punish the heat-keeper 
in their presence, many of them happening to be 
then on board; and accordingly I ordered him a 
dozen lashes. Tinah, with several of the chiefs, 
attended tho punishment, and interceded very 
earnestly to get it mitigated : the \vomen showed 
great sympathy, and that degree of feeling wlych 
characterises the amiable part of their sex. 

Tho natives brought off to-day two different 
kinds of roots that gi’ow like yams; one they call 
Ettec, which is a sweet root, common also to 
Friendly Islands, and ma 3 ' bq^caten as a sweet¬ 
meat : the other they call Appay, a root liko tho 
Tyah or Eddie in the West Indies. A fruit called 
Ayyah, which is th^ jambo of Batavia, was like¬ 
wise brought off to us: they are as large as mid¬ 
dle-sized apples, very juicy and refreshing, and 
may , bo eaten in largo quantities. Also some 
Avoes, which are the real Otaheito apple ; but 
they were not yet in season. These are a delicious 
Idgh-flavoured fruit, and before tliey ‘are ripe, 
answer the culinary purposes of our apples. 

Tuesdajr, 4th.—A chief called Tootalia,who came 
from the uland Ulietea, was introduced to mo to- 
by Tinah, as one of his particular friends. I 
■was told that he was a priest, and a person of 


great knowledge. I desired Tinah to take what 
he thought proper as a present for him; and I 
must do Tinah the justico to say, he was more 
sparing than I should have been. I likewise re¬ 
ceived a visit to-day from Oedidee, the man who 
had J>ccn at sea with Captain Cook in 1773 and 
1774, as related in tho account of that voyage. He 
still retained some of the English words which ho 
had learnt in that expedition. 

Wednesday, 5th.—The weather variable, with 
lightning, and frequent showers of rain. Wiqd 
E.N.E. ♦ 


This was Uic fii’st day of our beginning to take 
up plants: we had much pleasure in collecting 
them, for tho natives offered their assistance, and 
peafectly understood tho method of taking them 
up and pruning llicm. 

The crowd of natives was not so gyeat as hitherto 
it liad been: tlio ciu'iosity of strangers was satis¬ 
fied ; and, as tho weather began to bo unsettled 
and rain}', tlie}' had almost all returned to thcii* 
homes; that only tlie people of Matavai and 
Oparre remained with us, except a few chiefs from 
oUicr islands; our supplies however were abun¬ 
dant; and what 1 considered as no small addition 
to our comforts, wc ceased to bo incommoded, 
when oh shore, by the natires following us, and 
could take our walks almost unnoticed. In any 
house that we wished to enter, w'o always expe¬ 
rienced a kind reception, and without officiousness. 
The Otaheitcans have tho most perfect easiness of 
manners, equally free from forwardness and for- 
q^ality. When they offer refreshments, if they 
are not accepted, they do not think of offering 
them tlic second tune ^fur they have not the least 
idea of that ceremonioils kind of refusal which 
expects a sii^ond invitiitiun. In like manner, at 
taking leave, wii were never troubled with solici¬ 
tations to x)roloiig our visit, but went without 
ceremony, except making uso of a farewell ex¬ 
pression at i)arting. Another advantage, seldom 
found in warm countries, was, in this part of 
Utaheite, being free from musldtocs, though, at 
pig'ticular times of the year, the hihabitanta are 
pestered with great numbers of Hies. 

Moannah continued our constant friend at tlio 
tent, and, with Tinah and all his friouds, di^ed 
with mo every day. 

The ship^B barber had brought with him from 
London, a painted head, such as the hair-dressers 
have in their shops, to show tho different fashions 
of dressing hair; and it being made with regular 
features, and well coloured, I desired him to dress 
it, which ho did with much neatness, and with a 
stick, and a quantit}' of cloth, ho formed a body. 
H was then reported to tho natives that we had an 
English woman on board, and the quarter-deck 
^'as cleared of the crowd, tliat she might mak^ 
her appearance. Being handed up the ladder, and 
carried to the after-part of the deck, there was a 

f eneral shout of ‘‘ Jffuakeine no Brittanne 
[uaheine signifies woman, ttnd myly, good. Many 
of them thought it was living, and asKedif it was my 
wife. One old woman •ran with presents of cloth 
and bread-fruit, and laid them at her feet; at last 
they found out the cheat; but continued all de¬ 
lighted with itjpxcept the old lady, who felt herself 
mortified, and took back her presents, for which 
she was^laughod at exceedingly. Tinfh and all 
the chiefs enjoyed the joke, and, after making 
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m&ny Si^qairics about the British women, they 
stHctly enjoined me, when I came again, to bring 
n siiip full of them. 

Some very fine sugar-cane was brought to me; 
each of t)m pieces was six, inches round. I had 
before told Tinah that our sugar was made of it, 
and ho was very desirous to discover the mcAns; 
for they were so fond of our loaf sugar, that a 
present to any chit'f would have been ineompleto 
without a piece of it. Anothdlr article in great 
estimation, and likc^wise expected to make pai’t of 
a present, avjis scissors, whicUtliey made use of to 
keep their beards in order. 

By this time Nelson had, urith assistance from 
the ship, completed a large garden near the tents ; 
in which wei*e sown 8ee<£ of dilfei-cut kinds, that 
wo had collected at the Cape of Good Hopc.^ I 
likewise distributed fruit-stones and* almonds for 
planting, amoi^ the chiefs, who, I hope, will en¬ 
deavour to inalwe them succeed: and, as they are 
very fond of sweet-smelling flowers, with which 
the women delight to ornament themselves, I gave 
tliem some rose-8(ied. ^ 

Thui*sday, CtU.—We had very variable Wfeathcr, 
much rain, and some westerly winds; so that a 
conBideruble swell ran into the bay, and a number 
of spotted white and^Iaek ]>ori)oiHe8 made their 
appeju-ance. I had the mortification to see that 
our gaixlen-ground had been inueli trod over; 
and what was worse, the chiefs appeared but little 
concerned at it. To this kind of carelessncBS and 
indifference I attribute the miscarriage of many 
of the })lants left here by Captain Cook, I liad 
now in a flourishing state, two orange plants, soir^ 
vines, a fig-tree, and two pine-apple plants, which 
I gave to Poeeno, who^e^ residence is a place 
favourable for their growth. 

We got on successfully with our jhaiits, having 
a hundred potted at the tent, and in a fair way of 
doing well. The cabin also was completed, and 
ready to receive them on hoard. 

I have before remarked that iny friend Tinah 
was i*ather of a selfish dispositioji, and this after¬ 
noon he showed a stronger instance of it than I 
was witness to at any time before or after. His 
urother Oi*eepyah sent on boai'd to me a present 
of a large hog and a quantity of bread-fi*uit; hut 
these kind of presents are much more cx])cn9ivo 
than pui*chju*ing at the marjiet. Soon after 
Oreepyah himself came dn board. Tinah wa8 
with mo at the time, and whispered me to tell 
Oreepyah not to bring any more hogs or fruit, and 
to toke those back which he had sent. This advice, 
aji may bo supposed, did not produce the effect 
Intended. Oreepyali appeal's to be a man of great 
spiiit, and is highly respected by his countryinen. 
Among other visitors to-day was one of the men 
^ho been to Itima^in 1776. * 

Saturday, 8tli.—Our plants had now increased 
to 252 ; as they were all kept on sliore at the tent 
t augmented uio guard there, though, lixim tho 
general conduct of tbo natives, there did not 
appear the least occasion for so much caution. 

While I was at dinner,' ‘IJinah desired I would 
ennlt a man to cpme. do^^linto the cabin, whom 
e called his Qi;,|^est; for I was obliged 

to keep a sex;u^i$^i at hatchway to prevent 
being iucommpdad meals 'with too much 

compimy 2 wl^h pleased the chiefs, 

^bo aiwaj« l^ve for any particular person 


to be admitted of whom they wished me to take 
notice. Tho company of the priest brought on a 
religious conversation. He said theii* great God 
was called Oro ; and that they had many others of 
loss consequence. He asked me if I had a God 1—^if 
he had a son 1 and who was his wife ? I told them he 
had a son, but no wife. Who was ^ father and 
nmtlier ? was the next question. I said he never 
had father or mother ; at tliis they lauglied exceed¬ 
ingly. You have a God then who never had a father 
or mother, and has a child without a wife I Many 
other questions were asked, which my little know¬ 
ledge of the language did not enable me to answer. 

The weatlier w'as now fine again, and a great 
number of people were come from other parts of 
the island. Tinah informed mo that there was to 
be a heiva and a wrestling match on shore, and 
that the performers waited for our attendance; 
we thereibre set off with several of our friends, 
and about a quarter of a mile from the tents we 
found a great concourse of people formed into a 
ring. As soon as we were seated, a dancing heiva 
began, ^hicli was performed by two girls and four 
men: this lasted half an hour, and consisted of 
wanton gestures and motions, such iis have V)een 
described in the account of former voyg-gos. When 
tho dance ended, Tinah ordered a long piece of 
cloth to be brought; his wife Iddcali and myself 
were desired to hold the two first comers, and, 
the remaining part being 8U])ported by many 
others, wc carried it to the performers and gave 
it them. Several other chiefs made a like present 
or payment. The peidj^^ers were stmllers, tliat 
travelled about tho couSy as in Europe. 

After this the wrestlings began, and the place 
soon became a scene of riot and confusion. A 
party of the Arreoys also began to exerciso a pri¬ 
vilege, which it sec^ they ai’c allowed, of taking 
from the \V')meii such of their clotlies as they 
thought worth it; so that some of them were loft 
little better than naked. One young woman, who 
was attacked, opposed them with all her strength, 
and held fast ^ler cloth, though they almost 
dragged iicr along the grrund. Observing that I 
took notice of her, she held out her liand, and 
begged my assistance ; and at mv request she 
c3Ciii)cd being pillaged. 

Soon after a ring was again made, but the 
wrestlers were so numerous within it, that it was 
impossible to restore order. In the challenges, 
they lay one hand upon tlieir breast, and on tlio 
bending of the arm at tho elbow, with the other 
hand they strike a very smart blow, which, as tho 
hand is kept hollow, creates a sound that may bo 
beard at a considerable distance ; and this they 
\lo so frequently, and with sucli force, that the flesh 
becomes exceedin^y bruised, and, the skin break¬ 
ing, bleeds considerably. At this time, the sound 
from so many resembled that of a number of 
people jin a wood felling trees.*' This is tho general 
challenge; but when any two combatants agree 
to a tri^, they present their bands forward, join¬ 
ing them only by the extremities of the fingers. 
They kegin by watching to take an advantage j at 
length they close, seize each other by the hair, 
and are most commonlyj»arted before either re¬ 
ceives a fall. Only one couple perfojmied any 
thing like tbp part of good wrestlers ; and, as they 
were an equal match, this conflict lasted longer 
than any of the others; but they also were ported. 
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Iddeah was tho general umpire, and she managed 
with so much address as to prevent any quarrel- 
itng, and there was no murmuring at her deci- 
iions. As her person was large, she was very 
conspicuous in the circle. Tinah took no part in 
the management. Upon the whole, this perform¬ 
ance gave me a better opinion of their strength 
than of their skill or dexterity. » 

For some time past Tinah had talked of going 
to the island of TcUiuroa, which lies eight or ten 
leagues north from Otaheite, to fetch his mother ; 
but I found I had only half understood him, for 
this morning he inquired when we were to sail 
there in the ship ; however he seemed to feel no 
great disappointment at my not comj)lying with 
his wish. Tethuroa, he informed me, is the pro¬ 
perty of his family. ■ He likewise spoke to me about 
ail Island called Roo-opow, tlic situatiiiii of which 
he described to be to the eastward of Otaheito 
four or five days^ sail, and that there were largo 
animals upon it with eight legs. The truth of this 
account ho very streiiuously inBisted upon, and 
wished me to go tliither with him. I was at a loss 
to know whether or not Tiuali himself gave credit 
to tliis whimsical and fabulous account; for though 
they have credulity sufficient to believe any thing, 
liowever iraiirobable, they are at the same time so 
much addicted to that Bjiccics of wit which we 
call humbug, that it is frequently difficult to dis¬ 
cover whether they are in jest or earnest. Their 
i(l(.‘a8 of geography are very simple ; they believe 
the world to be a fixed X’lane of great extent, and 
tluvt the Buu, moon, aud sire all in motion 

1*011 »d it. I liave been iRquently asked by them 
if 1 have not been as fifk* as the sun an(^ moon ; 
for they think we arc such great travellers that 
scai'ce any undertaking is beyond our ability. 

Another island, called Tapp|[hoi, situated likc- 
wiso to the eastward, was described •to me by 
Tinali, the inlmbitauts of which were said to bo all 
warriors, and that the people of Otaheite did not 
dare to go there. He told mo, that very lately a 
canoe from Tappuhoi was at the island Maitea; 
that &a soon as they landed they began \o fight 
with the pccqile of Maitea, who killed them all 
except a young lad and a woman, who have since 
been at Otaheite. I saw the boy, but could get no 
information from him. It is most probable, that 
this unfortunate visit of tho canoe from Tappuhoi 
was not designed, but occasioned by adverse winds, 
which forced them so far from their own island ; 
and that the people of Maitea began the attack, 
taking advantage of their superior numbers on 
account of some former quarrel. ‘ » 

Thursday, 13th.—I had a large company to 
diiio with me to-day. Some of mv constant visitors ‘ 
nad observed that we always drabk His Majesty’s 
health as soon as the cloth was removed, but they 
Were by this time become so fond of wine, that 
they would frequently remind me of the health 
HI the middle of dinner, by calling out King GeorM 
karee no Brittonneo, and would banter me if the 
glass was not filled to tho brim. Nothing could 
exceed th© mirth and jollity o*' these people«wheu 
they met on board. 

I w'as assured by Oediddeo and several others, 
tliat the vines planted at fhe island Huaheine by 
J^ptain Copk hod succeeded and borc^ fruit; and 
that some of the other plants, both at Huaheine 
and at Oaltepeha, a district on the S,E. part of 


Otaheite, had been preserved, and were in ft thriv¬ 
ing state. I was likewise informdd th^t th^stip 
a bull and a cow alive at Otaheite, bnt on dilferent 
arts of tlie island ; the formed at a place caHed 
tteah, tho latter at the district of Tettaha. * All 
the i-est were taken away or destroyed by 
eopfc of Eimeo. As Tettaha was at no gr^ 
istance, I determined to go thither myself the first 
opportunity, and moke inquiries, in hopes that the 
breed might still preserved. ,, 

I liad much discourse with my guests about 
Oinai: they confirms^ to me that he died about 
thirty months after Captain Cook left the islands. 
Soon after Captain ^ok’s departure from 
heinc, tlierc W'cro Xme disputes between the 
peojilc of that island and those of Ulietea, in which 
alsn tho natives of Bolabola took a part. Omai, 
who was become of consequence fi*^ the possess¬ 
ing three or fofir muskets and sonA ammunition, 
was consulted on the occasion. Such was his 
<»pinion and assurances of success, that a war was 
determined on, and took place immediately.— 
Victory softn followed, through the means of those 
few aims, and many of tiic Ulictoa and Bolabola 
men w'oro killed. In tliis contest their Hints 
proved bad, or probably tlie locks of tho muskets 
liad got out of order: this •they remedied by a 
lighted stick, one man presenting the musket, and 
another with tho burnt stick setting fire to the 
priming ; without which contrivance their arms 
would liavo proved useless. Tlus expedition, it 
seems, consumed all their ammunition. Peace 
was soon after established, but I did not under- 
siind tliat Omai had increased his possessions or 
his rank. Nevertheless, I have reason to con¬ 
clude, that he was in some degree of favour witiK 
his countrymen, from tho general good character 
which they ^ve of him. It appears that he 
always remembered England with kindness ; for 
liis accounts to his countrymen have been such os 
to give them, not only a groat idea of our power 
and consequence, but of our fricndsliqi aud good¬ 
will towards him. 

Tyvarooali, the eldest of the New Zealand boys 
tliali were left with him, died a short time after 
Omai. About Coah, the youngest, I liad always 
doubtful accounts till I came to Uuaheino, where 
I learnt that he lii^cwiso was dead. 


CHAPTER VIII. 

EXPlCnmoif TO TSTTAHA AVTKB A HKiFBnp-oBrraAo«nr»A*Y 
1X)MBST10 AKUANOEMENTS—TiNAH*B MOTltBR VISITS TBE 
SHEEP BROUOBT TOCM VUS7BA—HEAVY STOXlf— 
VKATU OF THE SURGBON—T'AOWXE AEO TOAUROAU BA^ 
HOUHS EXAMINED. 

aAFXsa dinner I went on shpre, and while I was at, 
the tents, from having exposed myself too much 
in tho sun, 1 was taken ill, and con^ued in much 
pain for near an hour. This was soon known 
among tho natives, and 1 iwas exceedingly sur¬ 
prised to sec Tinah and all the px^ncipal people, 
both men and women, •collecting round me and 
offering their assistance. For short illness 
1 was made ample amends, by tjiie pleasure 1 
received from the attention and appearance of 
affection in thesfi kind people. 

Fridays 14th Novemper*—This moml^ I hlid 
numberless inquiries after s^y health. wea^ 
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Either Eeiuif fine, I invited Tinah, Oreepyah, and 
Pooeno, to aecompa^y me to Tettaha, in order to 
inquire after the cow, aud spon after sunrise we 
act off in the launch. Tettaha is nearly four 
leagues from Point Venus. On our arrival, Tinah 
sent a man to give notice of our visit. The^hief 
of the district, whoso name was Teppalioo, did not 
appear, but sent a messenger to demand, if I came 
only to see the cow, or to take^it away with me ? 
In answer to this, I sent assurances that I only 
desired to see it; and the |;hiefs who were with 
me spoke to the samo effect. I was then desired 
to proceed in tho boat furtl^ along shore to the 
westward. In our way Vnah mndo mo stop 
among some fishing canoes to purchase fish for 
him, which lie ate raw, with salt water for^Kce. 
When wo arrived at tho landing-jlace, a great 
iimnber of p^ple had collected, and soon after 
Teppahoo arrivod. Oreopyah aud I went with 
him about a quartcjr of a mile, when I was shown 
on© of the most beautiful heifers I ever saw. I 
asked if they had any moi*©, hut they alWsaid there 
was no other than a bull at Itteah, as before-men¬ 
tioned. I could not refrain from expressing my 
displeasure at the destruction and tho foolish sepa¬ 
ration of these fine animab. I had shared with 
Captain Cook in the brouhle of this business, and 
had been equally anxious for the succcas. 

The district of Tettaha is not so luxuriant and 
fruitful as the country about Matavni. As I saw 
nothing of consequence to detain me, I made a 
pi-esont to Teppahoo, and, after inviting him to 
visit mo on hoard the ship, which ho promised ^o 
do, I took leave. Tinah had remained all this 
time in the boat. I observed that no respect was 
shown to him at this place, nor was ho able to 
procure a cocoa-nut, or a bread-fiuit, otherwise 
than by purcliasiiig it. The heifer being heix^ Is 
n proof of this district not having been friendly to 
tho ptto])le of Mataval and Oparre. 

In our way back, having to row against the 
wind, we stopped to refresh at Oparro, and it was 
eight o’clock by the time wo aii*ived at the ship. 
I kept my fellow-travellers on hoard to supper, 
and they did not fail to remind me of the king’s 
health. 

Monday, 17th.—Our collection of bread-fruit 
plants at the tents continued increasing. This 
morning I sent twelve on board, in pots, to dip- 
cover where they would thrive the best, tho air 
being more tcm])erate on hoard tho ship than on 
shore. While I was absent from tho ship, Tep¬ 
pahoo had been on board, and left a hog as a 
present for me. 

After diimor to-day, Tinah, who was my con¬ 
stant visitor, left the table sooner than usual. 
When he was gone, Oreepyah, his brother, ajid 
Oedidde, told me a pieco of scandal, which had 
been beforo hinted to mo, but which till now I 
had not heard of with certainty: this was, that 
Iddeah, Tinah’s wife, kept a gallant, who was a 
towtowy or servant, *^and the very person who 
always fed Tinah at dinn^ : and this was so far 
from being without Tinah%( knowledge or consent, 
that they said it •was by his desire. They added 
m^y omer circumstances, and, os I appeared to 
doubt, they took several opportunities, in the 
course of tho day, of mentiouing it to ot^jer people, 
who all declared it was true. 

Tuesday, 18th.—This afternoon, I saw Teppa¬ 


hoo, and invited him on board: beforo we parted, 
I bargained with him for the heifer, wmch he 
promised to bring in five days. My intention 
was, that if I got the heifer, I wo^d endeavour to 
purchase the hull at Itteah : hut if that could not 
he done, then I could send the heifer as a present 
to the possessor of the hqll, which might equally 
well answer my purpose. • 

It has been mentioned, that Tinah had a place 
in my cabin to keep those things which 1 gave 
him, as being more secure onboaM tlrnn on shore, 
I had remarked lately, that his hoard seemed to 
diminish tho mdro I endeavoured to increase it: 
at length I discovered tliat Iddeah kept another 
hoard in tho naaster’s cabin, which she regularly 
enriched from her husband’s, whenever I made 
him a present, apprehending that I should cease 
giving, when I saw Tinah’s locker full. At his 
request, I set the carpenters to work to make him 
a chest large enough for himself and wife to sleep 
on. Captain Cook had formerly given him such 
a chest, but it had been taken from him by tho 
Eimeo people. 

Friday, 2l8t.—This forenoon, I received a mes¬ 
sage from Teppahoo, to acquaint me tho heifer 
was brought to Matavai. I immoditftely went on 
shore, and found that he had been as good as his 
word. The purchase money was paid, which con¬ 
sisted of a shh't, a hatchet, a spike-nail, a knife, a 
pair of scissors, a gimlet, aud file ; to which was 
added, a small quantity of loaf-sugar. Teppahoo 
appeared well pleased with his bargain; and I sent 
the heifer to I’oeeno’s •esideuce, near which was 
plenty of grass. , 

In tliD afternoon, I was invited to a lieiva, tho 
most extraordinary i)art of which was an oration, 
with some ceremonies in compliment to us. Twolvo 
men were divided fcito four ranks, with twa women 
in the fronl; behind thorn all stood a priest, who 
made a speech which lasted ten minutes, and which 
was listened to with some attention. During this, 
thepicture of Captain Cook, which had been brought 
for that,, purpose, was placed by my side. When 
tho priest left off Bj)ea]dng, a pieco of white cloth 
was wrapt round the pictui’o, and another pieco 
round me. The priest then spoke again for a 
short time, and an old man placed a piece of 
plaited cocoa-nut leaf at my feet; the same was 
done to Tinah, and one pieco was put under the 
pictuTO. After tliis the dancing began, which was 
in the some style that, wo had already seen. 

Tho head of the ship was the figure of a woman, 
and not ill carved. As we were painting the ship’s 
upper works, I directed this figure to be pointed 
.in colours, with which the islanders were much 
pleased. Not only the men, hut the women, de¬ 
sired me to bring English women when I came 
again. To-day Oedidde, thinking I was not con¬ 
vinced of the truth of what had told me about 
Iddeah, mentioned tho affour to the lady herself 
in my hearing, at which she laughed, but said ho 
did ill to tell me of it. However, it was evident 
she was not much ofi’ended ; for tliey were both 
ver^ much diverted in dUcourslng upon the 
subject. 

I find it is not at alldincommon for btfothers to 
have connexion with the wives of each other, 
particular!^ elder brothers with the wives of thei: 
younger bi'others, wliich is generally allowed, imd 
no offence taken: but if any person, not belonging 
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to the fkinily, endeavouiB at the same intimacy, 
it is reseated os an injury. Inclination seems to 
be the only binding law of marriage at Otaheitc. 

As I purposed to get instruments on shore* at 
Point Venus, to make observations, I desired 
Tinah to order a house to be brought there for 
me ; which was done, and fixed ih Imlf an ho^r, 
being only a light shed supported by posts. 

Monday, 24tn, I bought a turtle, that was caught 
on tho reefs. As Tin^ was going to leave mo 
for a few days, I had it dressed for his dinner. He 
told me that his mother, Oberro^oah, was arrived 
from the island Tethuroa, and b^gcd tlmt I would 
send for her in the morning, and take care of her 
till he returned ; which I willingly promised. 

Tuesday, 26th.—^This morning, I sent a boat to 
Oparre, which returned in the afternoon with 
Oberree-roah, and two women, her servants. As 
sho was old and corpulent, it was with difficulty 
tliat we helped her up the ship’s side. As soon 
as sho was in the ship, sho sat down on tlic gang¬ 
way, and, clasping my knees in her afms, ex¬ 
pressed her pleasure at. seeing me by a flood of 
teal’s. Her servants then produced three pieces 
of cloth, which, with a large hog, somo bread-fruit, 
plantains, jfnd cocoa-nuts, she had brought as a 
present. As she was fatigued by her journey, she 
wished to remain on board all night; and 1 di¬ 
rected accommodations to be prepared, which was 
done witli littlo trouble, as nothing inoro was 
necessary than a mat, and some cloth spread on 
tho deck. She had witli her a favourite cat, bred 
from ono that had been given her by Captain 
Cook. She told me a]l the misfortunes that had 
befallen her son and friends, since Cajftain Cook 
left Otaheite. AU the accounts agi*ee in some of 
the cattlo being now alive at the isjpud KImoo: 
in the number they difler; *but th^t thero are 
eight, is the least account. In tho morning, Ober¬ 
ree-roah being desirous to go on shore, 1 made 
her a present of several things, which she did not 
carc to take with her then, but requested that I 
would keep them safe ^for her.Only .Moaunali 
and Poeeno dined witli mo to-day. They told mo 
that Tinah and his brother Oreepyali were not on 
good terms together ; and it was imagined that 
they would fight as soon as the ship was gone. I 
had observed a coolness between them^and had 
at times endeavoured to moke them more cordial, 
but with very littlo effect. Their quarrel bos 
oi’isen from a disagreeme^ between their wives. 

In the afternoon, a canoe from Ulietea arrived, 
in which was an Karoc, or chief, of that island, 
who is a nephew to Oberree-roah. He brought 
a sheep with him : tho poor animal was infocte(> 
with the mange, and in veiy ponr condition. The 
climate liad not, as far as I could judge, altered 
tho quality of the wool, with which he was well 
covered, except a part about the shoulders. I 
imagine this animal to be the English ewe'^eft by 
Captain Cook. The owner assured me that there 
■Were ten sheep at Huabeine ; tlie truth of which I 
much doubted. I was surprized, and rath^ mor¬ 
tified, to find that beset so little value on this, as to 
let mo have it, at the first word, for a small adze. 
I sent it to be kept at Poeeno’s, with tho heifer, 

Friday, 28th.—^Tinah and his wife returned to 
Matavm, ^d, from appearances which. I have no 
i^OMn to mistrust, were sincerely g|^ to see me 
J^gain after their short absence. They brought. 


os usual, a present of a hog and fruit. This 
morning there was an eclq)Be of the stm, but thO 
weather was so cloudy, that I had only an oppor¬ 
tunity of observing tho end of the eclipse^^ 
was at lat* 43' S3«. 

Saturday, 29th, I sent a man to shear the 
by which a remedy could more easily be applied 
to cure tho disease with wliich it was infroted. 
The garden made near tho tents was not in a 
prosperous condition: most of the melons and 
cucumbers wore dgstroyod by insects ; and the 
soil, beii^ sandy, was not favourable to Ibhe other 
seeds. I therefore choso ^mother spot of groimd, 
farther from the sea-side, and had an assortment 
of seeds sown. 

.^pnday, December 1 st.—In tho night, tho rudder 
of ono of th5 boats was stolen from the tonts. On 
landing in the morning, neither Tinah nor any of 
his family came near me, being, J was informed, 
afraid of my displeasure. As the loss was not 
great, I immediately sent to assure them that I 
had no <tinger, except against the person who 
committed the theft. In consequence of this mes¬ 
sage, Tinah and somo of tlio other chiefs came to 
the tents, and promised that tliey would exert 
themselves to discover the thief, and get tho 
rudder restored. This was* tlie first theft, of any 
consequence, that had been committed since the 
tents were on shore ; and my suOTicions fell chiefly 
on the people who were here m>m some of the 
other islands. Tinah had just begun to build a 
houso for himself, and I promised that our car- 
venters should assist him. Whydooah,the youngest 
brother of Tinah, had lately been one of my con¬ 
stant visitors, and seemed to have left off his 
former custom of getting drunk witli the Ava. 
He was esteemed one of their best warriors ; and 
I was told that in the quarrel with the people 
of Eimeo, ho killed Mahcine, the chief of that 
island. 

Friday, 5tli,—The weather for somo time past 
had been very unsettled. This afternoon, the 
wind blew fresh from the N.W., which occasioned 
tbe sea to break very high across the Dolphin 
bank ; and in the night such a heavy broken sea 
came into the bay, that wo were obliged to batten 
all tho hatchways dowm, and to keep cveiyhody 
upon deck all night, though the rain camo down 
in torrents. The ship rolled in a most violent 
manner. In thq morning the wind increasing, 
and there being no possibility of putting to sea, 
we struck yards and topmasts, and trusted to our 
anchors. The river swelled so much with tlio 
rain, that the poiirt of land on which the tents 
Bpood became an island; and, to preserve the 
bread-fruit plants from being end^gered, the 
]^ople were obliged to cut a passage for the river 
through a of tho beach, at a distance from 
the tents. The sea broke very high on the beach; 
nevertheless, a canoe put off, and, to my surprise, 
Tinah, his wife, and Moimnah, made their way 
good through the surf, and ikme on board to see 
me. Thero was no q^er person In the canoe, 
for tho weather did not admit of useless pas¬ 
sengers : each of them had a fiaddle, which they 
managed with great activity and skill. These 
kind people embraced me with many tears, and 
expre^qd their apprehensions for the safety of 
the cffiip. Toward noon, however, abated 

oonsiderahly, but the wind continued to blow 



strong from tha N.W. At sun-set, Iddeali’went 
)ii shore, but Xinal^ would remain with mo the 
whole night. 

Sunday, 7tli.—The wind continued between the 
N. and N.W., but haa so much moderated, that 
I no longer considered our situation to be alarm¬ 
ing. At noon, Iddeah returned to the ship, #ith 
vTarge hog, and a supply of bread-fruit, and 
eocoa-nuts; and soon after, she and Tinah left 
the ship, having exacted a prom&e from me, that 
if the weather was moderate, I would go on shore 
in the moniiiig, and visit thcii^parcnts juid sister, 
who, they told mo, had boeu much alarmed on 
t»ar account. 1 received a visit likewise from 
Pooouo and his wife. This w^umaii had always 
^hown great regard for ns; and now, on oijr 
•uceting, before 1 could be aware of i^if, she began 
boating her head violently with a shark’s tooth, 
40 that her face was covered widi* blood in an 
instant. I put a stoj) to this as soon as I could, 
lud, with the drying up of the blood, her agitation 
subsided. This ceremony is frequently performed, 
upon occasions either of jt>y or grief, fter hus¬ 
band said, that, if any aecidfuit haj)penod to the 
ship, I should live with him, and that they would 
cut down trees, and build mo another ship. 

From this sample c\f the weather, and the in¬ 
formation of the natives, Iavos convinced it would 
not be safe to continue in Matavai Bay much 
longer; and I determined to get cvei’y thing 
ready for sailing as speedily as I could. 

The night proved moderate ; and in the morn¬ 
ing, I wont on shore, wlierc I was received by 
Oberree-roali, and several other friends, with grcal^ 
atfection. 

The plants received no injury from the bad 
weather, having been carefully covt^r^d from the 
spray of the sea: some were in a dormant state, 
and others were striking out young shoots. Nelson 
thought that it was better to refrain a few days 
from taking them on hoard ; I thei*cforc consented 
to defer it. lie was of opinion that tlio plants 
(H>uld ho x>ropagatcd from the roots only, and I 
diix'ctod some boxes to be filled, as we could stow 
them where no others could be placed. * 

Tuesday, 9tb.—This aftemoon, in hauling the 
launch on shore to be r(ipaix*ed, many of the 
natives assisting, one of them, a line boy about 
ten years old, was thrown down, and a roller 
whicn was placed under tlie boat went over him.* 
The surgeon bein^ ill, I sent off for his assistant. 
Fortunately no lunb was broken, nor did ho re- 
coivo any material injury. The surgeon had been 
a long time ill, the effect of intemperance and 
indolence. Ho had latterly scai’ce ever stirred 
out of his cabin, but was not apprehended to be 
in a dangerous state ; nevertheless, this evening 
he appeared to be so much worse than usual, that 
it was thought necessary to remove him to soino 
place where he could have more air; but to no 
effect, for he died in an hour afterwards. Tins 
unfortunate man dru|k very hard^ and was so 
avei^ to exercise, tnai he never would be pre¬ 
vailed on to take half a do^u turns upon deck at 
a time, in the whol(i course of the voyage. 

Wednesday, 10^.-—As I wished to bury the 
surgeon on shor^l^pentioncd it to Tinah ; who 
said objection, bfit that it would 

be his father’s consent first; 

to do, and ixxunediotely lef| 


me for that purpose. By this circum^t^ce it 
appears, that though the eldest son of an Earee 
succeeds to the title and honours of the father as 
soon as he is born, yet a considerable portion of 
authority remains with the father, even after the 
son is of age.' When Tinah returned, I went with 
him to the spot intended for the buriai place, 
tal^g with us two men to dig the grave; hut on 
our arrival, I found the natives had already begun 
it. Tinah asked me, if they were doing right 1 
“ There,” says ho, tlio sun rises, and there it 
sets.” The idea that the grave should he east and 
west, I imagine ^y learnt from the Spaniards, 
as the captain of one of thoir ships was buried 
at Oeitepeha in 1774. Certain it is, they had 
not the information from any body belonging to 
our ship ; for I believe wo should not havo thought 
of it. The grave, however, was marked out very 
exactly. At four in the afternoon, the body was 
interred; the chiefs, and many of the natives, 
camo to sec tlie ceremony, and showed great 
attciitioii during the service. Some of the chiefs 
were vci^ inquisitive about what was to be done 
with the surgeon’s cabin, on account of apparitions. 
They said, when a man died in Otalicitc, and was 
ean'ied to the Tupapow, that as Boofi as night 
came, he was surrounded by spirits, and if any 
)crson went there by himself, they would devour 
lim: therefore they said that not less than two 
])cople together should go into tlic surgeon’s cabin 
for sonic time. I did not endeavour to dissuade 
them from this belief, otherwise than by laughing, 
and letting them know that we liad no such 
appi*cliensious. 

In the ^afternoon, the effects of tlio deceased 
w'cre disposed of, and I appointed Mr. Thomas 
Hciiliam Ledward, the surgeon’s matt^, to do duty 
as surgeon. * 

Sunday, l^th,—^This forenoon, wo performed 
divine service. Many of the principal natives 
attended, and behaved with great decency. Some 
of the womtiii at one time betrayed an inclination 
TO laugh at our^ general responBes; but, on my 
looking aV them, they apjieaied much ashamed. 
After the service, 1 was asked if no offering was 
to be made for the £atua to t^at. 

The weather had been fair all the last week, 
and at this time appeared quite settled ; so that I 
Avas under no apprehensions of danger &om con¬ 
tinuing a little longer in Matavai bay. 


CHAPTER IX. 

\WAIJC INTO THB COUNTBY—THB PXXAX HOAK—PRSVATtaO 
ON, BY TKB KINDN^ Or THB CHISrS, TO UIFiEB OUB 

PKHAarunx—^juuiAn-rBuiT i»ta.nts oom.bct]ed—movb th» 

SHIP To TOAHlUlAK JIAiUK)t}B<>.riSUINO—TBUSB OF TKB 
SHIP’S COMPANY DBSJSBT—^INDISCRKTION OF OUB PKOPI.B 
ON 8HOBJS—INSTANCJBB OF JBAJUUUSV—MOUBNINO— 

' BROUGHT TO OPABOB BV A nu>FHBT<-THB VSBOtlTBBB BB- 
COVBOKD—^TINAH PBOrOSKS TO VISIT XNOI.AND. 

Wednesday, 17th Dec.—^Thia morning I took a 
walk into tlie country, accomp^ied by Nelson 
and my old friend Moannah. Thio breadth of the 
border of low land, Wfore w© arrived at the foot 
of the hills, was near ttiroe miles. This part of 
d&r joumey«was through a delightful country^ 
well covered with bread-fruit and cocoa-nut trees, 
and strewed with houses, in whioli were swarms 
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of children. Wo then proceeded along a valley, 
fttiU among houses, with jdantations of yams, tarro, 
the cloth-plant, and tiieir favourite root the Ava: 
.there were bread-fruit trees on the sides of tho 
hillSj which wore dwarfs in comparison of those 
on the low land. Our walk was very much in¬ 
terrupted by a river, the course of which was so 
serpentine, that we had to cross it several time®, 
being carried over on men’s shoulders. 

On arriving at a Morai, I saw a number of tho 
natives collected, and was informed that the priests 
were performing their devotions. Sixteen men 
were sitting on their heels; in the fi*ont was a 
polo covered with a plaited cocoa-nut branch, and 
l)efore each of tlio men there was a number of 
small pieces of tho samo leaf plaited, whieh they 
call hahyree, and each had likewise a piece round 
his wrist. One, who aj>peared to be tho chief 
priest, prayed aloud, and was answered by all tho 
rest together: after a few short sentences and 
responses, they rose, and each carried an liahyrec, 
which they placed at the foot of the pole, j,nd i*e- 
turaed to prayer: this was repeated till all tho 
liahyree were delivered, and then tho ceremony 
ended. I must not forgot to mention, that they 
had placed, near the pole, an offering of plantains 
and bread-fruit, which they left for the Eatua. 
They very kindly asked us to partake of a roasted 
hog, that liad been prepared for them wdiilst they 
were praying ; hut as I wished to make the most 
of tKo morning, before the sun was too high, I 
declined their offer, and Moannali bespoke refresh¬ 
ments to be ready for us when we returned. 

We continued our walk up the valley, which 
became very naiTow, aiM had advanced •a consi¬ 
derable way beyond all tho houses and plantations, 
when we wore suddenly stopped by the cascade, 
that fell into the river from a jj^Ldglit above 200 
feet: the fall at this time w'os not gteat, but in 
the heavy rains must be considerable. The natives 
look upon this as the most wonderful sight in the 
island. Tho fall of water is tho least curious part; 
the cliff, over which it conics, is^pcrpendieular, 
forming an appearance £& if supported by square 
pillars of stone, and witli a regularity that is sur¬ 
prising. Underneath is a pool eight or nine feet 
deep, mto which the waterfalls ; and in this place 
all the natives make a point of bathing onco in 
their lives, probably from some roligious idea. 

Tho hills here approach each other within a few 
yards, arid are well covered with wood. As the 
road appeared difficult, I did not care to proceed 
towards tho mountain. I cannot with certainty 
Bay how far this curious precipice is fi*om tho bay, 
out think, in the road by which we went, it can- 
not be less than seven, miles. It is called Peeah 
Hoah. ' 

In our return, wo found a young pig prepared 
for us, and w© made a hearty m^. Wo dined 
jn the house of an ol<? acquaintance of Neljion’B; 
for whom be had, in 1777, planted tho two shad- 
dock plants, formerly mentioned, which ho had 
brought from the Friendly Islands. Thei^ we had 
mo satlshictioii to see were grown to tine trees, 
andfuUoffi-uit. 

In their plantations they do not take much pains, 
except with the Ava and the cloth-plant, both of 
™eh they, are careful to keep cl^j^of weeds.^ 
uany of plantations of the elom-plant wore 
unced with stone, and surrounded with a ditch. 


The yams and plantains are mostly on the higher 
grounds. As soon os we had finished our diimer, 
we returned towards the sliip. I was much de¬ 
lighted, in this walk, with the number of children 
that I saw in every part of the countiy; they are 
very handsome and spiightly, and full of antic 
triciC They have many diversions that are com¬ 
mon with the boys in England; such as flying 
kites, cat’s cradle, pinging, dancing or jumping in a 
rope, walking upon stilts, and wrestling. 

Friday, 19th.-^The wind to-day blew fresh, 
but continued regulhr from the fc. and £.S.£. 
We had likewise much rain, and a long swell set 
into the bay. 1 hud not yet determined, whether, 
on leaving Matavai bay, I would go to the island 
Eiljico, or to the liarhour of Toahroah near 
Oparre: thistuncertainty mado Tinah, and the 
rest of my friends, very anxious; and they ap¬ 
peared much distressed ou my desiring Uiem, tliis 
afternoon, to send on board all tho things which 
tliey wished to havo repaired by tlic forge, with¬ 
out dclay^that what they wanted might bo done 
before the ship left Matavai, which I told them 
would be in a few days. They very earnestly 
intreated I would stay one month longer. I re¬ 
presented this as impossible, and asked Tinah if 
he would not go with me to*Eimco ; but he euiid, 
that, notwithstanding my protection, he was cer¬ 
tain the Kimeo people would watch for an oppor¬ 
tunity to kill him. He remained on hoard with 
me all night, hut his wife went on shore, and 
returned early in the morning, bringing with her 
some axes, and other things, that wore in need of 
repair. 

When I wont on shore, I found Otow, Oberree- 
roali, Moannah, and Bcvei*al others, in great tri¬ 
bulation at the thoughts that we were bo soon to 
leave them. All tlie people of Matavai, I saw, 
were much concerned at my intention of going to 
Bunco, and took every opportunity to preiudiee 
me against the people of tliat island ; to which I 
paid very little attention, as their motive was 
obvious. Their expressions of friendship ami 
affection for me, however, I could not disi'cganl, 
as I had no doubt of tlieir being geiuiiiio and uii- 
affocted; and I felt my unwillingness to leave 
these kind people bo much increased, that the 
next day, I sent tho master in tho launch to re¬ 
examine the depth of water between this hay and 
Toahroah harbour. Ho returned in tlio evening, 
and acquainted me, that he found a good bottom, 
with not less than sixteen fatlioms depth all the way. 
The haibour of Toahroah appearing every way safe, 
I determined to tlie ship there as speedily as 
possible, and I immediately made my intention 
pdblic, which occasioned ^cat rejoicing. 

Wednesday, 24 th.—^This day, we took the plants 
oif board, being 774 pots, all in a healthy state ; 
for whenever any plant Imd an unfavourable ap¬ 
pearance, it was replaced by another. The number 
of those rejected was, 302, of ^rfiich not oim in ten 
but was found to bo growing at the root. 

The natives reckon eight hinds of the bread¬ 
fruit tree, each of whi& they distinerdsh by a 
different name. 1. Patteah» 2* JSf^oo* 1 . A wanna* 
4. Mi-re. 5. Oree. 6. Powerro. 7. Appeere. 8. Mow- 
deeah. In tho ^t, fourth, and eighth class, the 
leaf differs from the rest; the fotxrth is more 
smuated ;^he eighth has a large broad 4eaf, not 
at all sinuated. The difference of ^e fri^ is 
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principally in the first and eighth class. In the 
firsts the fruit is rather larger and more of an 
oblong form: in the eighth, it ia round and not 
above half tho size of the others. I inquired if 
plants could bo produced from the seed, and was 
told they could not, but that they must bo trfken 
from the root. The plants ore best collected after 
wet weather, at which time the earth balls round 
ilie roots, and they ore not UableSo suffer by being 
moved. 

The most common methodTof dividing time at 
Otaheite is by moons ; but they likewise make a 
division of the year into six parts, each of which 
is distinguished by the name of the kind of bread¬ 
fruit tlieu in season. In this division they keep a 
small interval called Tawa, in whiclj they do not 
use the bread-fruit This is about the end of 
February, when tl)o fruit is not in perfection; 
but there is no part of the year in which the trees 
are entirely hare. 

Thursday, 25th.—At day-light wo immoored, 
and I sent the tents in the launch to Oparre, with 
directions that after landing them, tho launch 
should meet the ship in the entrance of Toahroali 
harbour, to show the safest part of the channel. 
At half past ten, wo*got the ship under sail, and 
ran down under top-sails: wluui we were near tho 
launch, it fell calm, and the ship shot past her. 
We immediately let the anchor go, hut, to our 
groat surprise, we found the ship was aground 
forwards. She had run on so cosy, that \vc had 
not perceived it at the time. This accident occa¬ 
sioned UB much trouble, as we were obliged fo 
send anchors out astern to get the ship afloat: in 
doing this, one of the cables swept a rock, and 
W'RH not got clem* again without much difficulty. 
When the ship was moored, point Venus bore N. 
46® E. The east point of the harbour N. 65® E. ^ 
of a mile. Our distance from tho shore half a 
cable’s length ; depth of water 8^} fathoms. 

The next nioming, on my landing, 1 was wel¬ 
comed bv all the principal ))eoplc; 1 may say by 
the whole crowd, and congratulated on the safety 
of the ship. Tinah showed me a house near Ihc 
water side, abreast the ship, which lie desired I 
would make use of, and which was large enough 
for all our purposes. He and his brother Oree- 
pyah then desired I would stay and receive a 
formal address and present, which they calldd 
Oteo. To this I assented, and a stool was brought 
for me to sit on. They tlicn left me with Moan- 
nah, and in a short time I saw Tinah returning 
with about twenty men, who all made a stop at 
some distance, and a priest Aid a short prayer 
to the Eatua, to which the rest made reply. ♦ A 
man was then sent to me throe sevcml times, at each 
time bringing me a small pig, and the stem ol a 
plantain leaf. The first they told me was for tho 
God of Brittamiee, the next for King George, and 
the last for myself. Hoonnoh then got up, and, 
without being dictated to, made on oration fqr me; 
t^ purport of which I understood to be, that I 
received their ofiering wHh thanks ; that we woro 
good people and friends; and therefore he ex¬ 
horted them to commit no tliefts: he told them 
to bring their pigs, cocoa-nuts, and bread-fruit, 
and they would receive good things In return; 
that we^took nothing without their consent; and 
finally, that every man was to quit the place (the 
house we occupied) at night; for if they made 


any visit in the dark, they would be killed. With 
this speech the ceremony ended. 

I found tliis a delightful situation, and in eveiy 
respect convenient. The ship was perfectly shel¬ 
tered by the reefs in smooth water, and close to 
a fine beach without the least surf. A'small river, 
wkli very good water, runs into the sea about the 
middle of the harbour. I gave directions for tho 
plants to be lauded, and the same pai-ty to bo with 
them as at Matavai. Tinah fixed his dwelling closu 
to our station. 

Monday, 29tli.—Some of the natives took advan¬ 
tage of tho butcher’s n(;gUgeiiee, and stoic his 
cleaver. I complained of tliis to the chiefs who 
were onboard, and they promised that they would 
^endeavour to recover it; but an article so valuable 
as this was to the natives, I had no great expec¬ 
tation of seeing restorerl. 

Tile ship continued to be supplied by the natives 
as usual. Cocoa-nuts were in such plenty, that 
I bcHevo not a pint of water was drunk on board 
the ship ill the twenty-four hours. Bread-fruit 
began to bo scarce, though we purchased, without 
difficulty, a sufficient quantity for our consumption; 
there wiis, however, another haj*veet ij,pproaching, 
which they exiiccted would be fit for use in five or 
six Aveeks. The better kind of phiutaius also were 
become scarce ; but a kind which they call Vayhee 
were in great plenty. This fruit does not hang 
on the trees like the other kinds, but grows tfpoii 
an upright stalk of considerable strength and sub¬ 
stance. Though this plantain is inferior in quality 
to most of the others, it affords groat 8ub«istencc 
to the n^itives. Wo reotfived, almost evi.Ty day, 
jircscnts of fish, chiefly dolphin and albacore, aud 
a few small rock fish. Their fishing is mostly in 
the night, when tl^y make strong lights on the 
reefs, which attract the fish to them. Sonietimca, 
in fine weatijer, the canoes tire out in such num¬ 
bers, that tho whole sea appears illuminated. In 
the canoes they fish with hook and line, and on 
the reefs they strike the fish with a spear. Some 
likcAvisc'carry out small nets, which arc managed 
by two men. In the day-time their fishing caruwJB 
go without the reefs, sometimes to a considerable 
distance, where they fish with rods and lines, aud 
catch bonetaa, and other fish. Whenever there is 
a show of fish, a fleet of canoes immediately pro¬ 
ceeds to sea. Their hooks being bright, ai*e used 
wiUiout bait, in the niaunor of our artiflbial flics. 
Their rods are made of bamboo; but when there 
are any very lai'ge fish, tliey make use of an out- 
riggor over the fore part of the canoe, about 
twenty-fivo feet in lengm, which has two pi’ongs at 
the extremity, to each of which is fastened a hook 
aud line; and when a fish takes tho hook, it is 
raised by ropes managed by two men in the stern 
of tho canoe. 

17^9. January Ist.—Contaary to my expectation, 
Tinali, this afternoon, brought on board tlie cleaver 
tliat bad been stolen. The tbiof had taken it to Atto- 
hooroo, and Tinah told me, which I could easily 
believe, that it was mven up with great reluctance. 
Tho next morning I offered Tinali a present of 
axes, and other things: but, as he suspected this 
.was meant by way ot return for getting the 
jiclcavor resi^red, ho would no*, be prevailed wifli 
to accept a smglo article. 

I had constantly the company of Tinah, his wife, 
and some of his rolations; but tho royal children, 
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though BO near us, never came in Bight of the ship. 
The river separated them from the place occupied 
hy our people on shore; and, for fear of giving 
alarm or offence, I gave strict orders that no one 
should attempt to go near their place of residence. 

Monday, 5th.—At the relief of the watch, at four 
o’clock this morning, the small cutter was missiil^. 
I was immediately informed of it, and mustered 
tli<‘ ship’s comx>any; when it appeared, that three 
men were absent, Charles Churchill, the ship’s 
corporal, and two of tho seamen, William Mus^ 
prat, and John Milhvard ; the lattor of whom had 
been sentinel from twelve to two in the morning. 
T 1 h 7 had taken with them eight stand of arms 
nnd ammunition; but what their plan was, or 
which way they had gone, no one on hoard seemed 
to have the least knowledge, I went on shore to 
tlic chiefs, and soon received information, that the 
boat was at Matavai; and that the deserti^rs had 
departed in a sailing canoe for the island Totlmroa. 
Oil this intelligence, I sent the inastcr to ^latavai 
to search for tho small cutter, and one of the 
chiefs went with him; hut before they had got 
half way, they met the boat with five of the natives, 
wlio were binnging her back to tho shi]). This ser¬ 
vice, nmdereil me by the peojilo of Matavai, pleased 
me much, and I rewarded the nicm accordingly. 

1 told Tinali, and the otlicr chiefs, that 1 ex- 
po(^d they would get the deserters brought back; 

I for tliat 1 was determined not to leave Utaheite 
j without them. They assured me, that they would 
I do every thing in their power to have them taken; 

I and it was agreed, thaj Oroopyah and Moannah 
i should depart the next morning for V’ethuroa. 
Oroejiyah inquired if they had potdect jusfols, 
‘‘for,” said he, “though we may surprize and 
seize them before they can «iake like of their 
mnskete ; yet, if they have jiistols, itiey may do 
mischief, even while they are held,” 1 quieted 
those apprehensions, by assuring them that the 
dcs('rters had no iiistols with them. 

At day-light, ()rc^e])yah and Moannah ^et off in 
two canoes for TethurodJ but tho weather hcc.onKJ 
I 80 hoisUirouB, that they were obliged to return in 
! the forenoon, and I was happy to sec them get safe 
I in, os the sea ran very high without tho harbour. 

I From tho first of this month, the weather and 
I winds had been much unsettled, with a great deal 
! of rain. Our former station at Matavai appeared 
j not at all safe, the sea at times breaking high over 
I the Dolphin hank, and making a grc'nt swell in the 
; bay. Orcopyali nnd Moannah both promised me, 
that they would siiil again as soon as the weather 
^ should be fine. g 

Friday, 9th.—The wind contijjucd to blow strong 
at floa, though in the harbour wc had, at times, but 
light breezes. Poecno from Matavai, came to see 
; nie to-day: he said, he was apprehensive that I 
: 'vas displeased with* hhn, on account of eur dc- 
I fierters having been carried to Tethuroa, by a 
I canoe from Matavai. This, ho declared, had been 
I done before he hoard of it; and that the only service 
j m his power, ho had not neglected to do for me, 

■ which was the sending our boat back. As this 
i really an act of frij^ndship, I received him 
. with great cordiality; nnd he assured me, thiU 
: |lmro could he no doubt, from the d;r^tions Tinan 
! given, of thfe deserters being brought to the 
j ®hip, as soon as the weather would admit canoes 
h) go after them. 


Saturday, lOtli.—One of the officers, this morn¬ 
ing, on 8hore,inad vertently plucked a branch from a 
tree called Tutuee, that bears the oil nut, which 
was growing at a Morai. On entering with it into 
the house occupied ,hy our people, all the natives, 
botn Hien and women, immediately went away. 
When I went on shore, I found this branch tied 
to one of the pf^ts of the liouso, although the 
effect it had oti the natives was known. I was 
much displeased at this piece of wantonness, and 
ordered the branc#to be taken away; but the 
natives, notwithstanding, would not como near tJie 
place. They said the house was laboo^ which I 
understand to signify intfirdicted, and that none of 
tli^ might approax^li it till the taboo was taken 
off, which covld only be done by Tinah. To take 
any thing awjiy from n Morai is regarded as a 
kind of sacrilege, and, tliey believe, gives great 
offence to the Eatui. At my request, Tinah took 
off the iabooj Init not h(‘forc the afternoon. This 
was pcrf<jjmed by an offering of a plantain loaf at 
the Moral, and a prayer ma<le to the Eatua. After 
this ceremony, the liouso was resorted to by the 
natives, ns usual. 

1 had not y<d. given up the hope of obtaining 
the bull from Itteah, though 1 had hitherto re¬ 
ceived no satisfactory answer to the messages 
which Tuiali had sent at my desire: I tlierefore 
spoke to Poeeiio, who undertook to negotiato this 
huflinesB, and 1 commissioned him to make very 
liberal offers. Ho left me after dinner, to return 
if Matavai. In the evening, a me&senger arrived 
from him, to acquaint me, that, in his alisence, the 
sheep which I had trusted to his care,had been killed 
by a dog; and that ho had sent the culprit, hoping 
that I wouldJvill him for the offence ho had com¬ 
mitted. This poor shec*]) had been so much diseased, 
that I could not help Busjiocting ho died without 
the dog’s assistance., nnd that the story of the dog 
was invented to prevent my attrihutiug it to want 
of care. Tins doubt did not appear in my answer ; 
as for the dog, I told the messenger to do with 
hipi what lie jileased. 

Tuesday, 13th.—This morning,the weather being 
more mod<*ratc than it had been for some days 
past, Orcepyah sailed with two canoes for Tethuroa. 
Some business jirevented Moannah from accom¬ 
panying him, hut he followed the next day with two 
othe. 1 ’ canoes. The wood that we had got at Matavai 
being (jxpended, I applied to Tinah, who sent three 
trees dow'ii to tho water side ht'fore night, which 
wh(‘n cwt up made a good launch load. 

I saw two instance's of jealousy to-ilay, one of 
which had in^arly produced fatal consequences. 
A man w'as detected with a married woman, by 
the husband, who stabbed him in the belly with a 
Iftiife: fortunately the intestines escaped, and the 
wound did not prove dangerous. The otlicr in¬ 
stance was, a girl, who had constantly lived wdth 
my coxswain, beating onqjkher girl, that she dis¬ 
covered to have been too Ultimate with him. 

Friday, 16th.—^In walking to-day with Tinah near 
a Tupapow, I was surjAised by a sudden outcry of 
grief. As I expressed a desire t# see the distressed 
person, Tinah took me to the place, where wo 
found a number of women, one of whom was tho 
motiier of a young female ^ild that lay dead. On 
seeing ife their mourning not only in^neiliately 
ceased, but to my astonishment, they all burst into 
an immoderate fit of laughter, and, while wc rc- 
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mained, appeared much diverted with our visit. I 
told Tinah the woman had no sorrowfoi* her child, 
otherwise her grief would not have so easily sub¬ 
sided ; on which he jocosely told her to cry again; 
they did not, however, resume their moumiin^ in 
our presence. This strange behaviour w ould in¬ 
cline us to think them hard-hearted and unfeeling, 
did wo not know that they are (fond parents, and, 
in genc'ral, very affectionate: it is therefore to be 
ascribed to their extromo levity of disposition; 
and it is probable, that death does not appear to 
them with so many terrors, as it does to people of 
a more serious cast. 

Sunday, 18 th.—I rccei ved a m ossago from Poceno, 
to acquaint me that he had been successful in iiis 
negotiation for tho hull, which he had driven part 
of the way by land, but ceuld not get farther on 
account of tho rivers, and therefore desired a boat 
should bo sent for him. I accordingly orderc'd 
tho launch to bo got ready, and at two o’clock the 
next morning, Mr. Fryer, the master, Set off in 
her. 

In tho afternoon, the launch returned with the 
bull, and my friend Poeeno. For the night I 
directed that the hull should I'omaiii at Oparre, 
and tho next day lie -was taken to the cow at 
Matavai. 

Wednesday, 21 st,—To-day, Poeeno brought to mo 
tho pewon from whom he had the bull, to receive 
the stipulated payment, which ivas one of cvc»ry 
article of traffic that I had in iny possession. This 
man, whose name was Owcevee,thcy told mo, 
inspired by a divine spirit; and that in all mattei’S 
of consequence he w'as consulted, for that he con¬ 
versed with the Eatiia. It was, they said, the 
Eatua that ordered him to demand the bull from 
Tiiiah, 'which not to have complied with, would 
have been tho height of impiety. I endeavoured 
to convince them of the roguery of this man, 
thinking I had a fair argument to prove it by his 
Selling that which the Eatua Inwl ordertnl him to 
keep; but here 1 was easily defeated, for it seems 
the Eatua told him to sell me the Ik‘ ant. This 
being the case, I said I ivould not give the animals 
to any person; tliat they wei*e now mine, and that 
I would leave them under the protection of Poeeno 
and Tinah, wdio I hoped would take care of tlnuu 
for me till I returned. They both entered intc 
my views, and promised tho animals should bo 
attended to, and told me, that while they 'were 
considered as my property, no Sne ivoiild attempt 
to take tliem aw'ay. 

Thursday, 22iid.—This aftomoon, I received a 
message from Teppalioo, to inform mo that oiu* 
.'lescrters had passed this harbour, and were at 
Tettaha, about five miles distant. I ordered tlv^ 
cutter to be got ready, and a little before sun-set 
left the ship, taking Oodidee with me. By his 
advice I landed at some distance from tho place 
wliero tho deserters wefo; but thinking it necea- 
mry to have the boat within call, and Oedidoo 
issnring me that tliere wao safe landing farther 
on, I directed the boat to proceed along shore, 
whilst Oedidee an<f I walked along the beach. Tho 
night was very dark and windy, and the shore being 
cocky, I soon lo^ flight of tho boatt A few of tho 
•latives had jom4^^ in pur walk; and, fvom their 
nanner, Thj^ Jli^on to suspect thorn of a design 
to close upQi^ UH," with an intention, no doubt, to 
^)luiidcr: was provided with poeket-pistols, and 


on producing one, they left us. Oedideo was s6 
much alarmed that 1 copld scarcely prevail on 
him to proceed. When wo arrived at Teppahoq’B 
house, w© were very kindly received by mm and 
his wife. The cutter 'was arrived, but, there being 
a ^very high surf, she could not come within a 
hundred yards of the shore. 

Tho deserters, I was informed, were in a house 
close to us, and I imagined there would bo no 
great difficulty in securing them, with the assistance 
of the natives. They had, however, heard of my 
an'ival; and when I was near the house, they 
came out, without their arms, and delivered th<;ra- 
selves up, I sent directions off to the boat for 
one of my pcjople to conio on shore, and for the 
boat to return to the place where I landed. My 
next business was to secure tho aims, which 1 
delivered to Teppahooto take charge of forth© night. 
Ono musket and two bayonets were missing, which 
they Siiid were lost, by the canoe in which they 
came fibm Tethuroa having overset. I then took 
leave of Teppalioo, who presonted us with a plen¬ 
tiful supply of jirovisions, and we proceeded with 
the deserters towards the boat; but ps the wind 
had increased, and it rained hard, I determined 
to remain on shore till tho morning; and having 
found shelter for the people, we passed the re¬ 
mainder of tho night without aeeidont. At day¬ 
light, I sent for the arms, and we rciturned loathe 
ship. 

I learnt from tlic deserters, that at Tethuroa 
they ha<l seen Oreepyah and Moaimah, who Iia<l 
made aii^attenipt to secui’e them. They said it 
was their intention to have returned to the ship ; 
audit is probable that they were so much harassed 
by the natures watching for an opportunity to 
surprise tlie/n, tliafc*lhoy might wish to have tho 
merit of returning of their own accord, to avoid 
the disgrace of being seized and brought back. At 
the time they delivered tlieniscdves uj) to me, it 
was not iu tli(*ir power to have ina<le resistance, 
their mniniinition having iocen spoiled by the wet. 

Ill coiistMjnenco of niy having been kept all 
night from the shij) by the tempoBtuous weather, 
the time-keeper went down at Idh. 5m. 30s. Its 
rate, previous to this, w’as 1'^, 7 losing in 24 hours, 
and its error from the mean time at Greenwich 
was 7' 29", 2 too slow. I sot it going again by a 
common watch, corrected by observations, and 
endeavoured to make tho error the same as if it 
had not stojiped ; but being over cautious, maile 
nu5 tedious in setting it in motion, and increased the 
eiTor from mean time at Greenwich. The rate of 
^oiiig I did not find to have altered. 

At dinner Tinith congratulated mo on having 
recovered my men, but expressed some conciTii 
that they had not been brought hy Oreepyah luul 
Moannph ; lest I should iniAgiue they had nofT 
done every thing in their power. To this I re* 
plied, that I was perfectly satisfied of their g< 'oJ 
intentions to serve me, and that I considerod my* 
self under great obligations to them for tho trouble 
they had been at on my account. I learnt after¬ 
wards that they hod actually seized and bound the 
deserters, but had heed prcvatlod upon, by fair 
promises of^hoir returning peaceably to the ship) 
to let them loose : tho deserters, however, finding 
an opportunity to get possession of their arms 
again, sot the natives at defiance. 

^Friday, 30th.—This afternoon 1 punished one 
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of the seamen, Isaac Martin^ with nineteen Mies, 
for striking an Indian. Tliis was a trans^ssion 
of so serious a nature, and such a direct violation 
of my orders, that I would on no account he pre¬ 
vailed on to forgive it, though groat mtcrcession 
was made by some of the cliiefs. ^ • 

Orcepyali and Moaunah were not yet returned 
from Tethuroa. This place is resorted to by the 
principal people of this part of Otaheite, at particu¬ 
lar seasons, when fish are in gi*eat plenty there. 
It was described to me to bo a group of small 
keys, surrounded by a reef: their produce is 
chicfty cocoa-nuts and plantains. During the 
season, bread-fruit and other provisions are daily 
carried over from Otaheite. Not loss than a 
hundred sail of canoes were at Tetliuroa when our 
deserters were there. 

Tcppalioo and liia wife wore become my con¬ 
stant visitors : ho had for some time past been ill, 
and had made Oparre his pl.-ice of resid^cc, for 
the hciiefit of our surgeon’s advice and ussxstaricc. 

tills time lie complained of a hoarseness and 
Horc-throat. Mr. Ijodward, on examining him, 
j discovered tjicrc lia<l been twtj holes in the roof of 
I liis mouth, wliicli, though healed, hud the appear¬ 
ance of having been large: tlio adjacent parts 
appeared sound, yet the surgeon was of epuiiou 
that they were cancerous, and would in the end 
occasion his death. 

Saturday, 31st.-—This morning I ordered all 
tho chests to be taken on shore, and the inside of 
the ship to bo wanhed with boilfaig water to kill 
the cockroaches. We ‘R’cro eonsttuitly obliged to 
I be at great imins to keep the ship clear of vennin, 
j on account of the plants.—By tho help of traps 
! and good cats, we were freed from rats and mice, 
! When I was at Otaheite with Captain ^)ook, there 
! were great numbers of rats aliout all the houses, 
j and so tome, that they flocked round th<i people 
1 at their meals for the offals, which w'crc commonly 
; tlirown to them ; but, at this time* we scarce ever 
I saw a rat, w'hichmustb<»attributed tothc^ndiistry 
I oi* a breed of cats left here by European ships. 

I After bn^akfast, 1 walked with Tinah to Mata- 
I vai, to see the cattle and the ganhuis. Tinah had 
I already tjikcn so large a dose of the Ava, that ho 
I 'I’as perfectly stupined. Iddeah, however, was 
I with us, and she is one of tlic most iiitclligent per- 
j sons I met with at Otaheite. 

I Wc went first to Boceiio’s house, and saw the 
j bull and cow together in a very fine pasture. I 
W'as informed that the cow liad taken the bull; so 
‘ that, if no untow'ard accident happens, there is a 
, fair chanco of tho breed bcin^ established. In 
! the garden, near I’oeeno’s bouse, many things had 
i failed. The Indian com was in a fine state, and 
j 1 have no doubt but they will cultivate it all over 
j tho country. A fig-%rco was in a very tlwiving 
j way, as were two vines, a pine-apple plant, and 
I **ttnxe slips of a shaddock-tree. From this place 
j "^e walked to tho garden at Point Venus; but I 
j iiad the mortification to find almost every •thing 
j there destroyed by the hogs. Some undcrgiound 
j peas and Indian corn ha^ escaped, and likewise 
j the caliloo green and ocra of Jamaica. 

We returned to the slup ; and oftor dinner I 
j W'as not a little surprised, to hear Tinah seriously 
^pose that he and his wife should go with me to 
England, Ho said he would only take two aer- 
vante; that he much wished to see King Geoigg, 


who, ho was euro, would b.e glad to see him. 
Tinah and many of his countrymen were become 
extremely eager to got a knowledge of other 
countries, and wore continually inquiring about 
the %ituations of tho islands which we told thorn 
of in tliese seas. To quiot his importunity, I was 
obliged to promise that I would ask the king’s 
permission to cai^y them to England, if 1 came 
again ; that then 1 should be in a larger ship, and 
could lihvc accomm'^dations properly fitted up. I 
was sonw to find, that Tinah was apprehensive 
ho should be attacked by his enemies, as soon as 
our ship left Otaheite, and that if they joined, they 
would be too powerful for him. Tlic illness of 
T^pahoo, wjth whom he was on good terms, gave 
him much uneasiness ; Ttippahoo’s wife being a 
sister of Otow’s and aunt to Tinah. They have 
no children, as has been before related; and if 
Tej)pahoo were to die, he would be succ(reded, as 
Earee of ^he district of Tettaha, by his brother, 
who is ail enemy to Tinah. I have on every oc¬ 
casion endeavoured to make the principal pc(qdc 
believe that w'o should return again to Otaheite, 
and that we should revengo any injury done in our 
absence to the people of Matavai and Oparre. 

The wife of Oedidee is likewise an aunt to 
Tinah, and sister to Otow. His nativo i>lace is 
Uliotca, where he has some projx?rty ; but which, 
I imagine, is not of such constHXuence to him as 
the countenance of the chiefs with whom ho is 
connected at Otaheite, 
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CIIAPTEU X. 

TiiR ship’s cabIx cotin thk nioiit—coobnkss withthk 

cniKKS ON THAT ACCJOUNT—VISIT TO AN OLU LADV—DfB- 
TUttBANCK AT A HKIVA—TJNAH’b HOhPlTABITY—^A TUIJ5K 
TAKUN, ANO rUNISIlKl)—PKKPAHATIONS FOU SATLINO. 

T UESUAY, February 3d.—I was i)i-(‘sent, this after¬ 
noon, at a wrestling match, where a young man, by 
an unlucky fall, put his iimi out of joint at the elbow: 
thi’ce stout men immediately took hold of him, and 
two of them fixing their feet against his ribs, re¬ 
placed it. I had stuit for our surgeon, but before ho 
arrived, all was well, excejita siiui.H swelling of tho 
muscles in consequence of the strain. 1 inquired 
^hat they would have done if the boin^ bad been 
broken; uinl, to show me their i)iiictie<;, they got a 
number of sticks and placed round a man’s arm, 
which they bound with cord. That they have consi¬ 
derable skill in surgery is not to bo doubted. 1 have 
before mentioned an instance of an amputated 
asm being perfectly healed, and which had every 
ajqiearaiico of having been treated with great pro- 
piMcty. 

Tho part of tho beach nearest the ship, was 
become the general jilaco of resort towards the 
close of tho day. An hour before sunset, tho in¬ 
habitants began to collect, and here they amused 
themselves with exercisiug the lance, dancing, 
and various kinds of merriment, till nearly dark, 
when they retired to their homag. Of this cheer¬ 
ful scene, we were spectators and partakers, every 
fine evening. * 

Friday, fitli.—^An occurrence happened to-day 
that gave Ine great ooncem, not only on u^sixiunt of 
the danger with which tho ship bud been threatened, 
but 08 it tended gi^atly to diminish tho confidence 
and good understanding which had hitherto been 
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oonafcantly preserved between ns and the natives. 
The wind had blown fresh in the night, and- at 
day-light wo discovered that the cable, by which 
the ship rode, had been cut near the water’s edge 
in such a manner, that only one strand remaned 
whole. While we were securing the ship, Tinah 
carae on board. I could not but believe ho was 
perfectly innocent of the transition ; iievcrthc- 
IcBs, I spoke to him in a very peremptory manner, 
and insisted upon liis discovering and bringing 
to mo the offender. I was wholly at a loss 
how to account for this inalicions act. My 
suspicions foil chiefly, I may say wholly, on the 
strangers tha^ came to us from other parts of the 
island ; for wo, had, on every occasion, received 
such unreserved and unaffected mavks of good¬ 
will from the people of Makivai and Opan*e, that 
in my own mind I entirely acquitted them. Tlio 
anger which I expr«\sse(l, however, created so 
mucli alarm, that old Otow and Iub wife (the father 
and mother of Tinah) immediately quittai Oparre, 
and retired to the mountains in the midst of heavy 
rain, as did Teppahoo and his family. Tinah and 
Iddtaih remained, and expostulated with me on 
the unreasonableness of my anger against them. 
He said that he would exert his utmost cndcavoui-s 
to discover the guilty person ; but it might possi¬ 
bly not be in liis power to get him delivered up, 
which would be the case, if he was either of Tiar- 
raboo, Attahooroo, or of the island Eiineo. That 
the attempt might have been made as much out 
of enmity to the people of Matavai and Oparre qs 
to me; every one knowing the rcgai'd 1 had for 
them, and that 1 had declared I would protect 
them against their enemies. All this 1 was in¬ 
clined to believe; but 1 did not tbiok proper to 
appear perfectly satisfied, lest Tinah, who was 
naturally very indolent, should be remiss in his 
endeavours to detect the ofFendcr. To guard 
08 much as possibles against fut«rt> attoiiqits of 
this kind, I directed a stage to be built on the 
forecastle, so that the cables shouhl bo more 
directly under the eye of the sentinel; and T like¬ 
wise gave orders that ono of the midslni>men 
should keep watch forwar.J. 

In the afternoon, Orocpyali returned from 
Tethuroa, He told me, that Moannuli and him¬ 
self had narrowly escaped being lost in tho ba.d 
weather, and that Moannah had been obliged to 
take shelter at Eimeo. Several canoes had been 
lost lately in their passage to or from Tethuroa. 
The oversetting of their canoes is not the only 
risk they have to encounter, but is productive of 
i another danger more dreadful ; for at such tiny33 
j many become a prey to the sharks, w’bicli are 
: veiy numerous in tlu^se Rca% I was informed 
i likewise, that they w'orc sometimes attacked by 
i a fish, which, by their description, I imagine to 
I be the barracoota, as they attribute to it the some 
propensity. 

Saturday passed wilbout my 'Seeing any thing 
i Tinah tho w'holo day.. The next morning, he 
; and Iddcah camo to mo, and assured ino that 
j they had mode tlie strictest inquiries concerning 
^ the, injury intended us, but had not been able to 
! discover any circumstance whicK could lead them 
; to suspect who we 9 re ;,conccmed in it. This was 
’ not at til and I behaved towards 

them with ff<€^J(3Suess, at which they were 
much Iddeah, at length, gave 


vent to her sorrow by tears. I could no longer 
keep up the appearance of mistrusting them; 
but I oarnoBtly recommended to them, as they 
valued the King of England’s friendship, that they 
would exert their utmost endeavours to find out 
tho offenders ; which they faithfully promised. 
Odr reconciliation accordingly took place, and 
messengers were sent to acquaint Otow and Tej)- 
palioo, and to invite them to return. 

It has since occured to me, that this attempt to 
cut the ship adrift, was most probably the act of 
some of our own pcoi)le ; wdiose purpose of re¬ 
maining at Otaheito might have been effectually 
answered, without danger, if the ship had been 
driven on shore. At tlio time, I cntertaijMjd not 
the least thought of this kind, nor did tho possi¬ 
bility of it enter into my ideas, having no suspicion 
that so general an inclination, or so strong an at¬ 
tachment to tiiese islands, could prevail among my 
people, 08 to induce them to abandon every pro¬ 
spect ofireturning to tlicir native country. 

A messenger came to me this afternoon, from 
the Earee of Tiavraboo, the S.E. division of Ora- 
heitt‘, with an invitation for me to visit him. I 
excused myself on account of the distance, and, at 
Tinail’s request, sent back by the messenger a 
hamlsomc present, which I hope Tinab will get 
the credit of. I observed, with much satisfaction, 
that a great part of what Tinah had received from 
me, he had distributed; to florae, out of friendship 
and esteem, and to othcre, from motives of poli¬ 
tical civility. 

Tuesday, 10th.—Tcppaljoo and his family left 
us to-day to go to Tettaha., where a grand heiva 
was to be performed, at which tlicir presence was 
required. 

WednesiJay, lltla—A small party of heiva peo¬ 
ple passed fiirough Oparre this nioriiing, in their 
way to Tettaha, where they were going by appoint¬ 
ment. They had the civility to send me word, that, 
if I chose, they would stay to perform a short heiva 
before n\p ; andl immediately attended. It began 
by a dance of two youn^ girls, to tho music of 
drums and flutes, wliich lasted no long time; at 
the conclusion, they suddenly dropped all their 
dress, which was left as a present for me, and 
went off without ray seeing them any more. Af¬ 
ter this, the men danced: their pcuTomiancc was 
more indecent than any I had before seen, but 
was not the less applauded on that account by tbo 
natives, who scorned much delighted. 

After this entertainment, I went with Tinah 
and Iddeah, to pay a visit to an old lady named 
ItWa.iiow-ooi’a, widow to Towah, the lato Eareo of 
Tettaha, who cojiducted the expedition against 
Eimeo, when Captain Cook was herein 1777. The 
old Lady had juflt landed, and we found her sitting 
on the beach, by the bead of her canoe. Witli 
Tiiiall was a priest and thre^ men, who carried a 
young dog, a fowl, and two young plantain boughs : 
these were intended for the offering, or present, 
called Otce. Tinah and bis party seated tlieni- 
selvcB at about ten yards distance from Wanow- 
oora, and wore addressed by her in diort sentences 
for a few minutes, an<? received her Otce, which 
wjis exactly tho same ns hig. Tinah’fl priest, m 
return, maac a short prayer, and his offering was 
presented to the old lady. Tinah then rose and. 
went to her, and embraced her in a vqry affecti^j- 
ate maimer ; and she returned his kindness with 
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to.irs, and many expressions which I could nor 
understand. Soon after he conducted her to a 
shed, and wo remained with her till it was time to 
go on board to dinner. I invited her to be of the 
party, but »ho excused herself on account of age 
and infinnity. Tiiiah gave directions for her and# 
her attendants to be supplied with whatever they 
had occasion for, and we went olf to the ship 
Friday, tlic 13th.—This forenoon Tinali sent to 
inform me, that many strangers were arrived from 
all parts, to ho present at a grand heiva, which he 
had pi'cparcd in compliment to me. I accoi’dingly 
went on shore, and found a great crowd of people 
collected together, A ring Avas made at a littlo 
distance from our post, and Tinali and scvtu*al 
other chiefs came to meet me. When we were 
all seated, tho heiva began by women dancing ; 
after which a present of cloth, and a tawmc or 
iroast-plate, was laid before me. This ceremony 
being over, the men began to wrestle, and regu¬ 
larity Avas no longer preserved. Old Otow ^amo 
to me, and desii‘cd I would help to put a stop to 
the wrestling, as tho people came from different 
districts, some of wliicli were ill-disposed toAvards 
others. Wlial Otow had apprehended was not 
without reason, for in an instant tho wholo was 
tumult: every man took to his arms, and, as I 
found my single interference could be of no service, 

I retired to our post, and ordered all my people 
there under arms. At tho time the disturbince 
began, Tinali and Iddeah were absent: their first 
care was for me, and Iddeah came to seo if 1 was 
safe at the post. She liatj a double covering of * 
doth round her, and her waist was girded with a 
large rope. I desired her to stay under my pro¬ 
tection : this she would not consent to, but said 
I she would retuni as soon as alt was ; and 
i away she Avent. 

I immediately gave orders for tAvo gnns to be 
fired from tho ship without shot, which had a good 
j dfect: and, as no chief was concerned in the tu¬ 
mult, hut, on tho coiitrai^y, all of ifticm everted 
their influence to pi*cvcnt mischief, every thing 
wiifl soon quiet, and Tinali and Iddeah returned to 
j iRt me know that all was settled. They w'ent on 
I board, with some other chiefs, and dined with me. 

: After dinner, I went on shore with Tiiiah and 
I iiis friends ; and I found three large hogs dressed, 
and a quantity of bread-fruit, which he had oi*dercd 
to be prepared before he went on board, and now 
desired I would present them to tho different par¬ 
ties that had como to see the entertainment:— 
one to tho chief people of Attahooroo, one to the 
Alloys, and a third to the performers of the 
j iieiva. I presented them accordiiJg to his direc¬ 
tions, and they were received with thankfulness 
and pleasure. This I looked upon as very hand¬ 
somely dono on the par^ of Tiiuih, and I was gjad 
I p> see that it was regarded in the same light by 
: “J guests. These instances of liberality make 
nil amends for the littlo slips whicli I have for- 
ttierly noticed in Tinah, At tliis time,a day seldom 
I passed, tliat he did not give proofs of his hospitality, 
y ^utortaining tho principal people that came 
• different parts of the island to visit him, or 
j 0 See the ship. Some of the chiefs he c^monly 
^ board, and made provision for 

ners on shore. Scarce any person of conse- 
Avithout receiving some present 
la him. This I encouraged, and was glad ft 


was in my poAver to assist him. But, besides tla* 
olitical motives that I have alluded to, it would 
c unjust to Tinah not to ackiioAvledgo tliat liia 
disposition seemed improved : ho Avas more open 
and uftreserved in his manners than formerly, an#] 
his hospitality was natural and without ostentation. 

Monday,the IGtli.—I was present this afternoon, 
at a wrcstling-matclf by Avomen. Tho manner ol 
challenging, and method of attack, were exactly 
the same as among th'9 men. The only difference 
that I could observe, was not in faA^our of tho 
softer sex ; for in those contests they showed less 
temper, and more animosity than I could have 
inia^ied them capable of. Tho women, I aa'ss 
toldy^ot only -vyeBtle with each other, })ut some¬ 
times with tho men ; of this I have never seen an 
instance, and iuiagiiio it can liappcii hut siddom, 
as the AVomen in general are small, and by no 
means masculine. Iddeali is said to be very famous 
at this exercise, 

Tuesday,flic 17th.—I walked Avitli Tinah towards 
the hills, to see his country residence, which was 
at a very neat house, pleasantly situated, and sur¬ 
rounded with plantations. From this place wo 
saAV tho island Totliuroa. Tl¥) next morning, I 
went to Matavai, to look after the Indian corn, 
which I judged would be full ripe for gathering ; 
but, on my arrival, I found that tbO natives had 
been beforehand witli me, the whole being taken 
away. This I Avas not at all soiTy for, as it shows 
that they value it too much to neglect cultivating it. 

Monday, 23rd_Iddeah sent on board, for our 

dinners to-day, a very fine tarro pudding; and Tinali 
brouglita bunch of bananas, that weighed eighty-ono 
pounds, on which were two hundred and eighty-six 
fine fruit: ten li^d broken off in the carriage. The 
tarro pudding Is excellent eating, and easily made: 

I shall describe this piece of cookery, as the know¬ 
ledge of it may be useful in the* West Indies. Tho 
tarro being cleared of the outside skin, is grated 
down, and made up in rolls of about half a pound 
each, which they cover neatly with leaves, and 
bake for near half an hour. An equal quantity of 
ripe cocoa-nut meat is likewise grated, from whicli, 
through a strainer, the rich milky juice is expressed. 
This juice is lieated, by putting smooth hot stones 
ill the vessel that contains it, and the tarro is then 
milled with it, and kept constantly stiiTing to pre¬ 
vent burning, till it is ready, which is known by 
the cocoa-nut juice turning to a clear oil. 

WednoBday/25tli.—Iddeah was very uneasy to¬ 
day, on account of her youngest child being ill. 
She would not accept of aesistanco from our sur- 
^con| but said she had sent to Tcttolia for a man, 
who she expected Avo^d come and tell her what to 
do. jriiese physical ^i^plc are called Tata rdpaow, 

Thursday, 26th.—This morning, a man died of 
a consumption, about two miles from our post. I 
Avas informed of it by Mr. Peckover, the gunner, 
Avlio I had desired to look outafor such a ciroum- 
stancc. I tliereforo went, accompanied by Iddeah, 
in hopes of seeing tlio faneral ceremon-y; hut 
before wo arrived, tho body Avas i^^moved to the 
Toopapow. It lay bare, except a piece of cloth 
round the loins, and another round the neck : the 
tjyes were closed :• the hands were placed, one 
over the pit* of the stomach, and the other^upon 
his breast. On a finger of each hand was n nng, 
made of platted fibres of the cocoa-nut tree, with 
a BxnaU bunch of red feathers. Under the Toopa 

_p_ 
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pow,a hole was dug,in which, at the end of a month, 
the corpse was to be buried* The deceased was of the 
lower class; the Toopapow, however, w'as neat, and 
offerings of cocoa-nuts and platted, leaves lay on 
o ground. 

The dead nrt^ sometimes brought to tho Toopa¬ 
pow in wooden coffins, which are not shaped like 
ours, but are simply a long^box. This custom, 
Iddeah informed me, they le^nt from tho Euro¬ 
peans, and is not very common, as making plank 
Is a work of great labour. 

Monday, March 2nd.—^When 1 landedthismorn- 
ing, I found the inhabitants, that lived near to us, 
had left their houses, and retired towards tho 
mountains ; and was informed that in tho night a 
water-cask, part of an azimuth compass, and Mr. 
Peckover's bedding, had betm stol/m from tlie post 
on shore J the knowledge of which had cau.sod a 
general alaim. I sent a messages to complain of 
this theft to Tinah, who did not come near me. 
About two hours elapsed, during w^.ich time 1 
went on board to breakfast, and returned, when 1 
saw Tinah and Oreep^h, with a number of people, 
at a house at some distance ; and soon after they 
all nmvhed to the eastward, passing dose by our 
post. Oedidec, whb was with me, told mo that 
tliey liad intelligeiicc of the thief, and were gone 
iu quest of him : and in less than an hour, news 
was brought that they had taken him. Shortly 
after, the whole ps-r^ appeared, with the water- 
cask and compaas. Tinah had hold of tho thief 
by the arm, and, showing him to me, desired ^at 
1 would kill him. The bedding, he said, he iiad 
not heard of, but would go in search of it. I 
applauded him for the pains lie had taken in this 
husinesB, and explained, with so^iic .success, the 
injustico of stealing fi*om us : that if any of our 
people committed the least offence against them, 
it did not pass unnoticed; and that friendship 
required on their part, that those who injured us 
should not bo protected by them. Tinah sto]>j)ed 
me from saying more by embracing me, and the 
whole crowd cried out Tyomity (i.c. good friend). 
Tinah then left me, to enquire after the bedding, 
and 1 sent tho offender on hoard, whom I j)unished 
witli a severe flogging. I w'as glad to And this 
man was not of Oparre or Matavai. 

The fine fruit, called Avec, was just coming ^to 
season: it was likewise in season at the time of 
our arrival in October. The bread-fruit trees, I 
have no doubt, hear .all the year rotind : we have 
seen a scarcity of bread-fi’uit, but have never been 
wholly without it. Some fem-root was shown to 
me, which, in scarce seasons, is used by the native^ 
as bread. It bears a long even-edged leaf, about 
an inch wide ; tho taste soHM^hat reacinblod that 
of a yam. I was informed™ our people, th^t in 
their walks they saw, in many places, patches of 
Indian com just making their appearance through 
tho ground. This convinces me that the corn 
taken from Matavaf could not kavo been better 
disposed of. 

.Goats are frequently differed for sale, hut I rather 
discouraged th»buying of them, for fear of injuring 
the breed. Tho natives will not eat them, neither 
will they taste the milk; and psk, with some ap¬ 
pearance of disgust, why we do not milk the sows i 
I endtavoured to p*»vaU on Tinah add Iddeah to 
eat the goats’ by mixing it with fruit, but 
they would only i|y one spooniuL 


We had begun to mako preparations for sailing; 
and Tinah sup^died us with a •sufficient stock of 
wood, by ordering trees to be brought down from 
tho country. IIo had frequently expressed a wish 
that 1 would leave some fire-arms and ammunition 
with him, as ho expected to be attacked after tlie 
Viliip sailed; and, perhaps, chiefly on account of 
our partiality to him: I, therefore, thought it but 
reasonable to attend to his request; and 1 was I 
the more readily prevailed on, as ho said Ifia 
intentions were to act only on the defensive. This ! 
indeed seems most suited to his disposition, which ! 
is neither active nor ontc^rising. If Tinah ha<l j 
spirit in proportion to his size and strength, ho I 
would probably be tho greatest warrior in Ota- 1 
heite ; but courage is not the most conspicuous of '< 
his virtues. When I promised to leave with him ! 
a pair of pistols, which they prefer to muskets, he ' 
told me, that Iddeah would fight with one, and i 
Oedidec with tho otlu^r. Iddeah lias learnt to * 
load ^nd fire ^ a musket with great dexterity, and 
Oedidec is an excellent marksman. It is not 
common for women in this country to go to war, j 
but Iddeah is a very resolute woman, of a large ! 
make, and lia.4 great bodily strengths i 

Friday, fith.—I sent Mr. Fryer, the muster, to ! 
sound TaowJU) harbour. The Jcnowledge that we 
intended shortly to sail, liaving spread among Ihe : 
natives, a great many broken iron tools w(!re ■ 
brought from all parts of the island, to be re- 
pair(?d at our forge; and this morning, a ines- 
sengei’ annved from Walieatua, the Earce of 
Tiarmhoo, with several iileces of Spanish iron, 
which iic desired to haVe made into small adzes. 
This request was, of course, complied with. 


CHAPTER XI. 

AnttTVAL OP AN ARREOY WOMAN FIIOM TI5THUROA—A WIK ; 
SKNT PKWVKRB0 BY TINAH PoH HIS MAJKRTV—OTIIKR j 
OecOHRKNCKS TO TUB TIAIK OK THK EHll'’u BBPAATOitli [ 
FftUlU*‘OTAUKiTlE. , | 

1/89. March.— From the lith to the 14th of thin i 
month, tin? wind blew constantly from between tho : 
N.W, and S.W., with a great deal of rain. This was I 
the longest continuance of westerly winds without' 
interruption, that we experienced. On the 13th,! 
several canoes arrived liero, and at Matavai, from ; 
Tethuroa: in these were a large tribe of the ! 
Aireoys, and among them Huheino Moyore, the ! 
wife of Oreepyah, who is an Arreoy woman, a.nd • 
remained at l\jthuroa after Oreepyah came away. 
On her arrival, a ceremony was performed, cidled 
Hooepippee, whicli seemed to he desigmid tin a 
public visit to all their friends, who are collected 
on the occasion. In this ceremony, there 
nothing remarkable: the Arreoy men took their 
opportunity to plunder thtf women who were near 
them, and Iddeah made a present of some cloth to 
Ilulieine Moyore, and a baked hog to the An'coys. 

After this ceremony, a present was produced 
froth many of the principal people, for young 
Otoo, tho Earee Raliio; which was received by 
Iddeah, Tinah being^ absent. This pre^sent con- \ 
sisted of five hogs, and forty-eight baskets filled = 
with bread-fruit, cocoa-nuts, tarro, and differe^ - 
kinds of puddings. The baskets were decorated : 
with slips of cloth, stained with variety of colours, ; 
and carried by 24 men, each of whom had a j 
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pole on Wb fthouldcr, at each end of wliich was a 
basket. 

I have aeldom spoken of Otoo, wliowas too young 
to have any share in the management of affaire, 
atid with wliom wo were not permitted to have 
j any intercourse, except speaking to him now and^ 

' then, across a river; at which times, I did not* 
i iH'glect to send the children sonic little presents, 

I so that they always rejoiced to seo me. I might 
I liave boon admitted to a nearer acquaintance, if I 
I vrouM have gone with my shoulders uncovered, as 
I Ills parents did, hut this I declined. The children 
do not all live under the same roof, the tw'o sisters 

■ ('ating and Hleeping in a separato house, though at 
: otb(>r tiin<‘H tliey are generally together, 

I The Island Tethuroa may very jproperly be eom- 
j pared to some of our watering-places in England, 

I producing a similar effect u])on those who visit it. j 
j Many, who went there covered with scurf, returned 
) )»hnnp and fair, and scarce like the Bam<‘ 

I This alteration for the bettor, is in a gn'at «neu- 
1 sure to be attributed to the <liscontinuanee of the 
I Ava, which Tethuroa does not produce; the. cocoa- 

■ nut trees, likewise, which sujqdy them with their 
' only lievorago/ growing on low saiuly keys, ninl 

having their roots below the level of the sea, may 
probably have qualities diher<?nt from the cocoa- 
: mits <)f Otabeito ; which, with a plenty of iish, tliat 
at other times they are not accustomed to, must 
no doubt contribute to the aiiunidmont descriljtHl. 

I Saturday, 1 4 tlu—1 was v isitctl to-day by a very old 
man,an uncle t(» Tupin.,the pt^rson wlio went from 
. these islands in tlu^ Endeavour, in the y<>Hr 17bD, 
and who died at Batavia, flo appeared to bfc near 
; 70 years old, and was treated with much rcs}>ect 
1 by tlu‘ natives. He tnado several iuquiricR con- 
I eerntng his nephew, and requested that*when 1 
: eauio again, I would bring his hair. At ^hc time 

■ that Tinah mentioned to me his d<’*ii*o of visiting 
; England, I asked what account I couUl give to bis 
I friends, if In* should not live to return; to which 
: ho replied, that 1 must cut off his hatr, and ^arry 
; It to thorn, anti they would be j>erf(*ctly satisfied. 

On the .Kith, 1 was informed, that a stop was 
pat to the sale of hogs, in the district of Tettaha, 

; 'feppaljoo, the Earce of that district, told me that 
I they had very few hogs left there, and that it w;is 
: “^cf'Hsary, for a certain time, to prohibit every 
person from killing or selling, that they might 
; time to breed. I did not think it it'asonable 
tt» solicit any indulgence on this head : iny friends 
at Matavai and Oparre pronuHcd tx> suyqdy us, as 
as we rc'mairu^d here, though wo had consid- 
<TJib}y thinned their stobk. After our dojmrturc, 
the H;mie restriction w’as to take plage in these dis- 
I and it being dolayed on our account, ccr- 
j b'imly deserves to be regaj’ded among their acts of 

• ***^^d9hip towards us. 

j -A” generally ktiown that we were p^e- 

' to sail, a number of the natives from other 

: parts of the island were constantly wutli us, and 
petty thefts were committed, whenever the nodi- 

• J><'nce of our people afforded an opportunity; hbt 

! eonseqnence was made. 

' cl 19tli.—This evei^ng, Mr. Samuel, my 

•, ^kj returned from an excursion to the mountains, 
been two daj's absent. Ho described the 
of ^ clothed with wood, except the tops 
higher mountains, which only produced 
hes and fern. The bur^ he saw, were bliye 


parroqnctfi and green doves, except one, which he 
*fou!i<l burrowing in the ground, and brought to 
me. This bird was about the size of a pigeon, and 
proved to bo a wbite-bcllied jxitcrel, of the same 
Iviiid those seen in high latitudes, which 
calleil shcorwatere. He likewise brought a branch 
of a j)lant, like the New Zealand tea-plant, and 
which, at VanI)iem*n’K Land, wc had made use of 
for brooms. From the hills ho saw tho islands 
Maitea and Huaheine^ which are situated nearly 
in opposite directions from Otaheite, and ai*o 70 
leagues distant from each otlier. 

Friday, 27tli.—For some days past, Tinah had 
been busied in getting two parais, or inourning- 
drcHscs, made, which lie intended as a present to 
King Gcorge. Being finished, they were this morn¬ 
ing hung up in iiin house, as a public exhibition, 
and a long ju’nyer made on the occitsion; the sub- 
stanw of w'hich was, that the Iving of England 
might for ever remain his friend, and not forget 
him. Who® he yiroKentcd tho parah for mo to 
take on board, he could not refrain from shedding 
tears. During the short remainder of our sttiy here, 
tluTe Appeared among the natives an evident degree 
of .sorrow that we were so soon tp leave, them, which 
they showed by unusual kindnoss and attention. 

Wo began, this afternoon, to remove the plants 
to tho all ip. They were indexed lent order: the 
roots had appeared through tho bottom of the 
pots, and would have shot into the ground, if care 
had not btK’n tiikcn to prevent it. 

TJm w(«i.ther was considerably altered for the 
bettei*, and the trade-wiiul apiiearod settled. The 
rainy and bad season of tlieyoar, muy be reckoned 
to begin towards tlie end of November, and to con¬ 
tinue till near fhc end of March, During this 
time, the winds are variable, and often westerly, 
though we seldom found tliom to blow strong in 
that direction. We likewise experienced fr(*qiieiit 
intervals of fine, weather; but, during these months, 
so open a road us Mata vai hay is not :i safe anclior- 
iiig-jilaco for shiiw that intend remaining any 
length of time at Otaheite. 

Tuesday, tho 31st.—To-day, all the plants were 
on hoard, b^ung in 774 pots, 39 tubs, and 24 boxes. 
The number of bi*cad-fruit i»lants were ]0ir»: be¬ 
sides which, we had collected a number of other 
plants. The uijrr, which is one of the finest fla- 
vourcjd fruits in tin? world. Tho ayyahy which is 
a fruit not so rich, but of a fine flavour and very 
refreshing. The rattah, not nuicli unlike a ches- 
nut, which grows on a large tree, in great quanti¬ 
ties : they are singly in largo iiods, from one to 
two inches broad; and may bo eaten raw, or 
boilea in the same manner as Windsor beans, and 
BO drpsftt'd, are c(piuilj( good. Tho orai-aA, which 
is a very superior kind of plantain. All these I 
was pai’ticularly recommended to collect, by my 
worthy friend. Sir Jo 802 >h Banks. I had also 
taken on board some ])]ants of the ettow and matte, 
with which the natives here itiaKo a beautiful red 
colour; and a root called of which they 

make an excellent pudding. 

I now made my last presents fo feveral of my 
friends with whom I had been most intimate, par¬ 
ticularly to Tepimhoo. Several people expressed 
great desire tp go with us to England. Oedidee, 
who was always very much attached to us, taid, 
he considered it as his right, having formerly left 
his ztative pUce, to sail with Captain Cook. Scares 
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any man belonging to the ship waB without a ^ 
who brought to liini presents, chiefly of provisions' 
for a Bea Htore, 

^Friday, tho 3rd of April.—Tmah and his wife, 
(Bnth bin parciitB, brothel's, and sister, dined with 
mo to-day, and, as I meant to sail early the next 
morning, they all remained on board for the night. 
Tho ship was crowded the whole day with the 
nntivoB, and wo were loaded w'fth cocoa-nuts, plaii- 
tainfl, bread-fruit, hogs, and ^oats. In tho evening, 
tht're was no dancing or mirth on tho beach, such 
as wo had been accustomed to, but all was Bilcnt. 

Saturday, 4 tli.—At day-light, we unmoored; tho 
stock of tho best bow’<*r anchor was so much eaten 
by the worms, that it hrokt^ in stowjng the anchor: 
the small bower had an iron fitock ; and in tlieso 
voyages, it is very necessary that ships should be 
I)rovidcd with iron anchor-stocks. At half past 
six, tlierc being no wind, we weighed, and, with 
our boats and two sweei)s, towed the slyj) out of tho 
harbour. Soon after, the sea breeze came, and 
wo stood off towards the sea. 

The outlet of Toahruah harbour being narrow, 
I could permit only a ftiw of tho imtivoB to 
be on boai'd: many others, how'ever, attended in 
canoes, till tho breeze came, when 1 was obliged 
to h'avo them. Wo ^ood off and on, almost all 
tlie remainder of tire day, Tinali and Iddcali 
pressed mo very strongly to anchor in Matavai 
bay, and stay ono niglit longer; bnt, as 1 hxid 
already taken leave of most of my friends, I 
thought it bettor to keep to my intention of sail¬ 
ing. After dinner, 1 ordered the presents which 
I had refler\’ed for Tinah and his wife, to be put 
in one of the ship’s boats, and, as^l had jn'omised 
him fire-anus, I gave him two innsk<‘tH, a pair of 
pistols, and a good stock of ammunition. 1 then 
represented to them, the necessity of their going 
away, that tho boat might return to the ship before 
it was dark; on which tliey took a most aflV?ction- 
ato leave of ino, and went into tho boat. One of 
♦heir expressions, at pjirting, was VoTfraft no t* 
Eattui tee cvccrah,^^ ‘‘May the Eatua protect 
yon, for ever and ever,” 

All the time that we remained at Otaheite, the 
picture of Captain Cook, at the desire of Tinah, 
was kept on hoard the ship. On delivering it to 
him, I wrote on the back, the time of the ship’s 
arrival and departure, with an account of tJio 
number of plants on board, 

Tinab had desired tliat I would salute him, at 
hiB departure, with tho great guns, which I could 
not comply with, for fear of disturbing the })lanta * 
but, as a parting token of our regard, wc maimed 
5 hip with all hands, and gave him three cheers. 
At sunset, tho boa-t returned, and wo made sail, 
bidding farewell to Otaheite, wlierc for twenty-tliree 
weeks wo had been treated with the utmost affection 
and regard, and which seemed to increase in propor¬ 
tion to our stay. That wo were not insensible to 
their kindness, the events which followed more 
'than sufficiently prov^: for to the friendly and 
endearing behaviour of these people,, may bo 1 
ascribed the motives for tliat event which effected 
the ruin of an expedition, that there was every 
reason to hope, would have been completed in the | 
moHtffortunato manner, ' 

To enter into a description of the island, or its 
inhabitants, J look upon as superfluous. From 
tho accounts of former voyages, and the facts j 


which I have related, tho character of the people 
will appear in as truo a light, as by any descrip, 
tion in my power to give. The length of time 
that wo remained at Otaheite, with tho advantage 
of having been there before, gave me opportuni- 
ries of making, perhaps, a more perfect vocabulary 
of the language, than has j'ct appeared ; but I liavc 
chosen to d<jfer it for the present, as there is a 
jirobability that I may hereafter bo better quali- 
fled for such a task. 


CHAPTER XII. 

AT THE ISLAND HUAHKINE—A KRIEND OF OMAI VISITS THK 
SHII'—LEAVE THK SOCIETY IBI.ANDK—IVATEIl-flPOUT —THK 
ISIAND WaVTOOTACKEE DI8COVKKED—ANCIIOK, IN AKNA- 
MOOKA ROAD—OUK I'ARTIKS ON SHORE ROBRED Rv THE 
NATIVES—BAIL FROM ANNASIQOKA—^I'llK CiflKVb DETAINED 
ON BOARD—PART FRIENDLY. 

SuwuAr, 5th April 1789.—Wo steered towai’ds 
the Jfihuid Hualieinc, which we got sight of the next 
moiaiing. At noon we brought to, near the en¬ 
trance of Owharre harbour, it not being my intt'u- 
tioii to anchor. We could see every part of the 
harbour distinctly, but my attention was )>arti- 
cularly du’ected to the Bjiot where Omai’s house 
liad stood, no part of which was now visible. It 
was near three o’clock before any canoes came off 
to us, for the peojile on shore imagined that the 
ship” was coming into the harbour. The first tliat 
arrived, had three men in it, who brought a few 
cocoa-imtR. 1 enqwircd about the chief, or Earce 
Rahie* and one of tho ‘Vdlows, with great gravity, 
said, he was the Earce Rahie, and that he had conic 
to desire I w'ould bring the ship into the harbour. 
1 could rot help laughing at his im]mdcucc : how¬ 
ever, I gave hini a few Jiail.s for his coeoa-nuth, 
and he left us. Immediately after, a double 
canoe, in whicll were ten men, came alongside: 
among them was a young man, who i*ccoliected 
and culled me by my name. Several other canoes 
arrived, witii liogs, yanm, and other jirovisioiis, 
which wc purdiaaed. My acquaintance told me 
that he had lived with our friend Omai. Ho con¬ 
firmed the account that has ah’cady been given; 
and informed me, that, of all tho animals which 
liad been left with Omai, the maixi only remained 
alive. He said that Omai and himself had often 
rode together ; and I obfierved, tliat many of tho 
islanderfl, who came on board, had the represen¬ 
tation of a man on horseback- tattowod on tiu'ir 
legs. After the death of Omai, hia bouse was 
broken to pieces, and the .materials stolon. The 
fire-arms were at Ulietea, but useless. I cnqub*ed 
after the seeds and plants, and was informed that 
they were all destroyed, except one tree; but of 
what kind that wa.s, I could not make out from 
their description. I was much pressed to take the 
ship into tlio harbour, and Omai’s companion re¬ 
quested me to let him go to Eugland. W hen they 
found that I would not stop amon^ them, they 
seemod jealous of our going to UUetoa, and it 
appeared to give them somo satisfaction, when 
I told them that I should not go near that island. 

Tlie canoes had -ieft us, and wo were making 
sail, wli§n we discovered an Indian in tho walM’> 
swimming towards the shore, which in all proha^ i 
bility lie would not have been able to roach, p ^ ! 
took him up, and, luckily, another canoe coming j 
alongside, we put him in her. The people ox \ 
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; canoe said that the man was insane ; but how ho 
came to be swimming so far from the land, we 
could not conjecture. At six o’clock we made 
: sail, and ran all night to the S. W., and S. W. by S., 

I bot\v<ien the Islands Huaheino and Ulietea. The 
I next morning, I altered the course, steering more 
I to the westward, for the Friendly Islands. , 

j On the f)th, at nine o’clock in the inoiming, the 
I weather became squally, and a body of thick black 
i clouds collected iu the cast. Soon after, a water- 
' spout was seen at no great distanc(>* from us, wliich 
: appeared lo great advantage from the darkness of 
I tlie clouds behind it. As nearly as I could judge, 
i it was about two feet diameter at the upper part, i 
and about eight inches at the lower. I had scarce I 
. made these remarks, when I observed that it was 
advancing rapidly towards the ship. Wo iinme- 
<Iiately altered our cotirsc,aiid to<»k in all the sails, 

• <*x(^cpt the foresail; soon after which, it passed 
: within ten yards of our stern, making a rustling 
' noise, but without our feeling the least etfe<it from 
j its being so near us. The rate at which it travelled 
j 1 jiulgod to be about ten miles ]>er hour, going 
: towards the west in the direction of the wind, hi 
j% fpiartcr of an hour after passing us, it dispersed, 
j J nt'vor was so near a water-spout bfifoixi: the 

connection between the column, xvhieh was higher 
, tliarj our mast-heads, and the water below, was >to 

• otiiorwise visible, than by the sea ]>eing disturbed 

• if! a circular space of about six yards in diaiueter, 
the centre of wbieh, fr<»m the whirling ef the 
water round it, formed a hollow; and from the 

! outer parts of tin5 circle, the water was thrown i;n 
; whh much force, in a spiral direction, and could 
: Ih‘ ti'aeed to the height t»f tifte<ui or twenty feet. 

I At this ek'vation we lost sight of it, and could see 
' nothing of its junction with the column jihovc. It 
1 is inipoBsiblc to say what injiify we sl^oukl have 
j sufh'red, if it had passfjil dire'ctly over us. Masts, 
i I imagine, miglit have been carried away, but I 
I df) nut apprt'bcud it would have endangered the 
I loss of a ship, 

I As we sailed very neag? the track mad<» iu for- 
{incT voyages, I had littUs reason to expect that 
; we should at this time make any new discovery: 
i noverthoIeBB, on the 11th, at day-light, land was 
J Keen to the S. S.W., at about five leagues’ distance, 
j which appeared to ho an island of a moderate 
j height. On the north part was a round lull: the 
j N.W. part was highest and steep: the S K. part 
I Hloped ofl' to a low point. 

j Tho wnd had b<?cn westerly since the pre- 
; ceding noon, and at the time we saw the land, 

: the ship was standing to the N.W. At six, we 
; tacked to the southward, and, as we advanced in 
j that direction, discoveml a number of low keys, 

■ of which at noon we couufi'd nine : they were all 
; J'^verod with trees. Tho large island first seen 
1 had a most fruitful Appearance, its Bhoi*e being 

• bordered with fiat huid, on which grew innu- 
; ^tierablo cocoa-nut and other trees ; and the higher 
I grounds beautifully interspersed with lawns. The 
I wind being light and mifavoui’able, we endeavoured 
j day, but without success, to get near tho land, 
j In the night wo had a heavy squall, ■which obliged 
{ to clew up all our sails, and soon after it fell 

''be !2th, tho winds were light and variable 
*^•1 day, with calms. At two in the aftonioou, wo 
within three miles of the southoruniost key 


and could see a number of people within tho 
reefs. Shortly after, a canoe, in which were four 
men, paddled oil’m us, and came alongside, with¬ 
out showing any signs of apinxthension or surprise. 

I gave them a few beads, and they came into the 
ship. • One man, who seemed to liavc an ascendgi 
ancy over the others, looked about the ship wit!^ 
some appearance of cun’osity, but none of them 
would venture to gc* below. They asked for some 
boiled fresh pork, which they saw in a bowl, 
belonging to one of thp seamen, and it was given 
them to eat, with boded jdautaiuH. Being told 
that I was the Earie or chief of the ship, tho 
principal ]>ei'son came and j()incd noses with me, 
and presented to me a largo mother-of-pearl tdiell, 
which hung with idatted hair rouml his neck ; 
this he fastened round iny neck, with signs of grea: 
satisfaction. * 

They spoke the Bame language as at Otaheito, 
with very little variation, as far as 1 could judge. 
In a small vocabulary, that 1 made whilst coii- 
v(;rsing wii!h these mon, only four words, out of 
twenty-four, difiered from the Otaheite. Tlio name 
of the large island, they told me, was Wytootackeo, 
and the Siarec was called Lomakkayah. They 
said that there were no hogs, dogs, or goats upon 
tho islajul, nor had they yams* or turro ; hut that 
l)lantains, cocoa-nuts, fowls^>rcad-fniit, and avees, 
were there in groat ahundaj^e. Notwithstanding 
they said that no hogs w€*re on the islatwl, it was 
evitlent they had seen such animals ; for they 
culled them by tlu‘ same iianu* as is giv<*n to them 
atj Otaheito, whudi made me suspect that they 
wore deceiving me. Jlow<!ver, I ortlered a young 
boar and sow to be put into their eauuc, with 
some yams nn<l tarrn, as wc could aflbi’d to pail 
with some of ♦heso articles. 1 also gave* to each 
of tliem a kiiile, a sinall ailxe, some nails, l>eads, 
and a looking-glass. The latter they <‘xandncd 
witli great curiosity ; but with the iron-work they 
.np}K!ared to he acquainted ; calling it ffr)?/rer, which 
is the commem name fur iron umong tlicj islaiida 
wh<.*rc it is known. 

As they were preparing to leave us, the chief 
of the canoe took jjosscssioii of every thing that I 
had given to tlie others. One of (hem showed 
some signs of dissatisfactitui; hut, aftc'r a littlo 
altercation, tluy joim>d noses, and ■vvei'e recon¬ 
ciled. 1 now thought they were going to leave j 
the ship ; but tuily two of them w(;nt into tho 
canoe, tlie other two puri>osiiig to shiy all night 
with us, and to havt* the canoe return for them in 
the morning. I would hav€j treated their confi- 
deuce with tho regard it merited, but it was im- 
pq^sible to say how far tluf ship might be driven 
from the island in the night. This I explained to 
thjjm, and they n^luctantly conBciited to leave ua. 
They were very Holicitous that somebody from the 
ship should go on shore with them ; and just 
before they quitted us, they mve me a wooden 
spear, which was the only thing, the paddles 
execipted, they had hrougnt with them in the 
canoe. It was a commqn Jong staff, pointed with 
the toa wood. 

Tho people that came off to h# did not differ in 
appearance from the natives of Hervey\ Islands, 
seen in Captain.Cook’a last voyage, though much 
more frityidly and inoffensive in their manners. 
They wore tattowed aeroBS the arms and iegs, biTt 
not on tho loins or posteriors, liko the peoplo of 
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Otahoxte. From their knowledge of iron, they 
have doubtless communioation with Horvey’s 
Islands, which are not more tlxan eighteen leagues 
distant from tliem. 

In the night, a breeze sprung up from the 
|Outh, and we continued our course to the •west¬ 
ward. 

On the 10th, at sunset, we saw Savage Island; 
and in the night, passed by to the southwaid of it. 

At eleven o’clock in the forenoon of tlu? 21st, 
we saw the island Caow, ^roni the maat-Jicad, 
bearing N.W. by W. | W. This island is a high 
mountain, with a sharp-pointud top, and is the 
uorthwestornmost of all the Friendly Islands. 
At noon we saw it wery distinctly from the deck, 
it l)eing then nineteen leagues distant from ns. 

The wind being to the south woixl^ wo could not 
fetch Annamooka, at wliicli islanfi I intended to 
stop, buforo the evening of the ‘23rd, Avhen we 
anchored in the road, in twenty-three fathoms; 
the extremes of Annamooka bearing E. by N. xind 
S. by E., our distance from the shorc^boing half 
a league. In the middle of the day, a canoe had 
come off to us from tho island Mango, hi which 
was a chief, named Latoomy-lange, who dini^d 
with me. Immediately on our anchoring, several 
canoes came alongsifle, with yams and ct»coa-nuts, 
but noue of tho nativo^offered to come on board, 
without first asking Admission. As yet, X liad 
seen no person with whom I could recollect to 
have been formerly acquainted, 1 made enquirios 
after some of our old friends, jiarticularly the 
chiefs, but I found myself not aufficit*ntly master 
of tho language to obtain the informatiou X 
wanted. 

Friday, 24tli.—Our station being inconvenient 
for watex’ing, at daylight wc weighell, and worked 
more to tho eastwax’d, where we iiuchoi’ed in 
twenty-one fathoms j our distance fi’om the shore 
being half a league. Soundi'd all I'ound the ship, 
and found the ground to be a coarse conil bottom, 
but with even soundings. 

By this time, some lai'gc sailing ennoes were 
arrived fi'om different islands in the jieighbonrhood 
of Annamooka ^ and an old lame man, iianii'd 
Tepa, whom I had known in 1777, and nmno- 
diately recollected, came on board. Two other 
chiefs, whose names wt're Noocaboo and Knno- 
oappo, were with him. Topa having fonnerly bean 
accustomed to our manner of speaking their 
language, I found I could converse with him 
tolerably well. He informed me, that Foulaho, 
Feenow, and Tubow, were alive, and at Tonga- 
taboo, and that they would come hither as soon 
as they heard of our arrival, of which he promisjid 
to send them immediate notice. He said that the 
cattle which we had left at Tongataboo had all 
bred, and that the old ones were yot living. Ho 
enquired after several people who were here with 
Captain Cook. Being desirous to see the ship, I 
took him and his companions below, and showed 
them the bread-fruit* and otlier plants, at seeing 
which they were greatly surprised. I made each 
of^them a present; and, when they had satisfied 
their curiosity, I fnvited them oii shore with 
me in tl^ ship’s boht. 

I too^ Nelson wilh me tp prowire some bread¬ 
fruit plants, one of oiip stock being dead, and two 
or threeifothers a little sickly. When we landed, 
there were aboui two hxmdred people on the 


beach, most of them women and children. Tepa 1 
showed me a large boat-house, which, ho told me, 1 
wo might make xiso of; thinking we should have \ 
a party on shore, as our ships had formeidy. I i 
wont with hhn in search of water, but could find j 
no better place than where Captain Cook had i 
pratered, which is a quarter of a mile inland from | 
the east end of tho beach. I next walked to tiie 1 
west point of the bay, where some plants and ! 
seeds had been sown by Captain Cook ; and Ijad ; 
the satisfaction to see, in a plantation close by, j 
about twenty fine pine-applo plants, but no fruit, \ 
tills not being tlie proper season. They told mes 
t.lutt they liad eaten many of them, that they wero ! 
fine and large, and that at Tongataboo there were 
great uumbors. I 

When 1 returned to the landing-place, I was ! 
deBU'ed to sit down, and a present was brought ! 
me, which consistt'd of some bundles of cocoa-nuts | 
only. This fell shoi't of my expectivtioiis; how- : 
ever, I appeared satisiiefl, and distributed beads | 
and trfhkets to the women and children near ino. j 

Numerous were the marks of moui’uing with 
which these peojilo disfigure themselves, such as 
bloody temples, their heads dcpriviid of most of 
the hair, and, xvhut was woi’se, almost all of them 
with the loss of some of their fingers. Several 
fine boys, not above six years old, had lost both ■ 
their little fingers ; and some (»f tho men, besides = 
those, had x>arted with the iiiuldle finger of the | 
right iiand. > 

The chiefs AVtuit off with me to dinner, and 1 ! 
found a brisk trade carrying on at the ship for : 
yams; some plantains afc.*(l bread-fruit were like¬ 
wise bx'ouglit on board, but no hogs. In the ; 
aftenioon, more sailing t^aitoes arx’ived, some of j 
which eonkaiiied not less than ninety pjissengoii?. ; 
We ]>iirch^H(Ml eight hogs, some dogs, fowls, an<l 
shaddocks. Yams wci'e in great abundance, very 
fine and large; one yam weighed above forty-five 
ponndM. Among tho people that came this after¬ 
noon, wove twti of the name of Tubow’, which is a 
family of the fu*st <li«tinQ^ion among tluj hViendly 
Islands; one of them was chief of the island ; 
Lefooga; with him and Tejia I wont on shore to 
sec the wooding-plaee, 1 found a variety of size- ■ 
able trees; but tho kind which 1 jnuiicipallj' 
pitched upon, was the Earringtonia, of Foi'st.er. ; 
i acquainted Tepa with my intention of sending ^ 
))eople tn cut wood, which meeting with his apjno- i 
bation, wc ported. ! 

On the 25th, at daylight, tho wooding and : 
Avatoring parties wont on shore. 1 had directed - 
them not to cut the kind of tree* which, when 
►Captain Cook wooded here in 1777, blinded, for a ! 
time, many of tUc wood-cuttci'S. They had not j 
been an hour on shore, before one man had an 
axe stolen from him, and another an adze. Te])a . 
wjis <y>plicd to, who got the/ixo restored, but tho 
adze was not recovered. In the evening we com¬ 
pleted wooding. 

Sunday, 26th.—In the morning, Nelson w'cnt 
on sliprc to get a few plants; but, no principal 
chief being among the peoplo, he was insulted, i 
and a spade taken from him. A boat’s grapnel j 
was likewise stolen fii)m tho watering party. i 


* Bxccecaria Apallocha 'Linn, Ep. celled in 
Malay language, C'qfa Mata Boota^ widch. Bignifios, the 
tree that wounds the eyes. 
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Tepn recovered the spade for us; liut the crowd 
of natives was beeome.so great, by tlie number of 
canoes that had arrived from different islands, 
that it was impossiblo to do anything, where there 
was such a multitude of people, without a chief of 
sufficient authority to command the whole. I 
tliereforo ordered the watering party to go lyi 
board, and determined to sail; for I could not 
discover that any canoe had hoeii sent to acquaint 
the chiefs of Tongataboo of our being here. For 
sonic time after the thefts were committed, the 
chiefs kept away, hut before noon, they came on 
board. 

At noon, wo unmoored, and at one o’clock, got 
under sail. The two Tubows, Kunocappo, La- 
toomy-lange, and another chief, were ou hoard, 
and i acquainted them, that, unless the grapnel 
was returned, they must remain in the ship. They 
were surprised, and not a little alarmed, Cajioos 
were immediately dispatched after the gi'ajmel, 
which, 1 was informed, could not jiossibly be 
brought to the ship before the next day, jB> those 
who iiad stolen it juiinediately sailed with their 
jirizo to another island. Nevertheless, I detained 
them till sunset, when llunr iineusiness and im- 
jintienco increased to such a- degree, that they 
began to beat themselves about the face and eyes, 
and some of them cried bitterly. As this distress 
was more than tlni grapnel was worth, aii<I I ha<l 
no reason to imagine that they wer<* privy to, or 
in any maimer eoneerned in the theft, i could 
not 111 ink of detaining them longer, and ealU'd 
their canoes alongside. 1 th(‘u told them they 
were at liberty to go, i«iid made each of them a 
present of a hatchet, a saw, with some knives, 
ghnbicts, and nails. This unexpected present, 
and the sudden change in their situation, affected 
them not leas w'itli joy than they had Jiiefore been 
with ajiprehensioii. They were tiiibounded in their 
acknowledgimmts; and 1 have little doulit but 
that we psu'ted better friends than if the affair 
had never hai>j)encd. 

We stood to the nortbw'ard all ^light, with light 
winds, and on the next day, the 27tli, at noon, 
wore between the islands Tofoa and Kotoo. Lati¬ 
tude observed 19® 18' S. 

Thus far the voyage had advanced in a course 
of uninten*uptod prosperity, and had I)i‘on attended 
with many cireumstanees equally’ pleasing and' 
satlsfuctory. A very different scene was now to 
be experienced. A conspiracy had been formed, 
wliich w’as to render all our past labour productive 
only of extreme inisoi*y and distress. The moans 
had been concerted and prepared with so much 
flecrcey and circumspection, that no one circuniJ 
stance appeared to occasion thc^smallest suspicion 
of the impending calamity. 


CHAPTER Xni. 

A MUTINY IN TUB SHIP.’ 

, Monday, 27th April, 1789.—^We kept noor the 
wland Kotoo all tli« afternoon, in hopes that some 
canoes would come off to the ship; hut in tliis I 
disappointed. The Vind being northerly in 
the oveniiig, we steered to the westward, to pastf 
h) the sohtn of Tofoa. I gave directions for this 
course to be continued during the night. The 
Minister had the first watch, the gunner the middle 


watch, and Mr. Christian the morning watch. This i 
was the turn of duty for the night. 

Tuesday, 28th.—Just before sun-rising, while I 
was yet asleep, Mr. Cliristian, with the master.*t- 
arms, gunner’s mate, and Thomas Biirkitt, Boa- 
roauy came into my cabin, and, semug me, tied 
my hands with a cord behind my back, threaten¬ 
ing mo with instaut death if I spoke or made the 
least noise, I, hesvevor, called as loud as I could 
in hopes of assistance ; hut they had already se¬ 
cured the officers w^^ were not of their party, by 
]>lachig sentinels at their doors. There were 
three men at niy cabiu door, besides the four 
within ; Christian had only a cutlass in his hand, 
the others Inul muskets and bayonets. 1 was 
hauled out of bed and forced on deck in my shirt, 
suffering great pain from the tightness with which 
they hail tied my hands, I demanded the reason 
of such violence, hut received no other answ'er 
than abuse for not holding my tongue. The 
master, the gunner, the surgeon, Mr. Klphinstoue, 
master’s fiiaU?, and Nelson, were kept confined 
below, and the fore-hatchway was guarded by 
sentinels. The lioatswain and carpenter, and also 
the clerk, Mr. Samuel, wore allowed to eomc upon 
deck, wIku'o they saw me stiinding abaft the mizen- 
mast, with my hands tied b^iiid my back, under 
a guard, with Christian at their head. Tho boat¬ 
swain was ordered to hoill^the launch out, with a 
threat, if he did not do it instantly, io take care <\f 
hiiuse/f. 

When the boat was out, Mr. Hayward and Mr, 
Hallot, two of tho iiudshipmcu, and Mr. Samuel, 
wore ordered into it, I demanded what their in¬ 
tention was in giving this order, and endeavoured 
to persuade, the people near me not to persist in 
such acts of* violence ; hut it was to no effect. 
^‘Hold your tongue, sir, or you are dead this 
instant,” was constantly repeated to me. 

The master by this time had sent to request 
that he might come on deck, which was permitted; 
but he wa.s soon ordered hack again to liis cabin. 

I continued iny endeavours to turn the tide of 
affairs, when Christian changed the ctitlass which 
lie had in his hand for a bayonet that was brought 
to him, and, holding me with a strong gripe by 
the cord that tied my haniLs, he with many oaths 
threatened to kill me immediately, if 1 would not 
ho quiet; the villains round mo had their pieces 
cockod and bayonets fixed. I’articular people were 
called on to go into the boat, and were hurried 
over th«^ side, wlieiieo I concluded that with these 
people I was to be s(it adrift. I tluu’efore made 
another effort to bring about a change, but with 
pf) other effect than to be tiireateued with having 
my brains blown out, 

, The boatswain and seamen who were to go in 
the boat were allowed to collect twine, canvass, 
lines, sails, cordage, an cight-and-twenty gallon 
cask of water, and Mr. Samuel got 150 pounds of 
bread, with a small quanti^ of rum and wine, also 
a quuilrant and compass ; out he was forbidden, 
on ])aiu of death, to touch cither map, ephemeris, 
book of astronomical observations, soxtwt, time¬ 
keeper, or any of my surveys ot drawings. 

Tho mutineers having forced those of the sea¬ 
men whom they meant to get rid of into the boat, 
Cliristian directed a dram to he served to each oi 
his own crew, 1 then unhappily saw thtft nothing 
could be d(me to effect the recovery of the smp; 
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there was no one to assist me, and every endea¬ 
vour on my part was answered with threats of 
death. 

The officers were next called upon deck and 
forced over the side into the hoat, while I wjis 
kept apart from every one abaft the mizen-inast, 
Clmstian, armed with a bayonet, holding irib by 
the bandage that secured my hands. The guard 
round me had their pieces cocked, but on my 
daring the ungrateful wrotchdB to fire, they un¬ 
cocked them. 

Isaac Martin, one of the guard over me, I saw 
had an inclination to assist me, and ns he fi'd mo 
with shaddock (ray lips being quite parclie<l), we 
explained our wishes to each other by our looks ; 
but tliia being observed, Martin was removed from 
me. He then attempted to leave ,the ship, for 
which purpose he got into the boat; but witli 
many threats they obliged him to return. 

The armourer, Joseph Coleman, and two of the 
carpenters, McIntosh and Norman, were also kept 
contrary to their inclination ; and they <J)cgged of 
me, after I was astern in the boat, to remember 
that they declared tluiy Imd no hand in the trans¬ 
action. Michael Byrne, I am told, likewise wanted 
to leave tlie ship. 

It is of no moment«for mo to recount my endea¬ 
vours to bring back tho offenders to a seusc of 
their duty; all I coul^do was by speaking to 
thorn in gcnenil; but iWvas to no purj) 0 He, for I 
was kept securely bound, and no one excej)! the 
guard suffered to come near me. 

Q'o Mr. Samuel I am indebted for securing mj^ 
journals and commission, with some material ship 
papers. Witliout these I had nothing to certify 
what I had done, and my lionour and clianicter 
might have been suapoch^d, without my possessing 
a proper document to have dofendea them. All 
this he did with great resolution, though guarded 
and strictly watched. He attempted to save the 
time-keeper, and a box with my surveys, drawings, 
and. remarks for fifteen years past, which were 
numerous, when he was hurried away, with ** Damn 
your eyes, you are well off to get what you have.” 

It appeared to me, tliat Christian was some 
time in doubt whether he should keep tho car¬ 
penter or his mates ; at length he determined on 
the latter, and tlie carpenter was ordered into tho 
boat. Ho was permitted, bu{ not without some 
opposition, to take his tool-chest. 

Much altercation took place among the mutinous 
crew during the whole business: some swoi*c I’ll 
be damned if he does not find his way home, if ho 
gets anything with him,” (meaning me) ; and, 
when tho carpenter’s chest was carrying away. 
Damn my eyes, he will have a vessel built in k 
month j” while others laughed at the helpless 
situation of tho boat, being very deep, and so littlb 
room for those who were in her. As for Christian, 
he seemed as if meditating destruction on himself 
and every one else. 

I asked for arms, but they laughed at me, and 
smd I was well acquainted with tiio people among 
wnom I was going, and tucreforo did not want 
them; four cutlasses, however, were thrown into 
the boat after we were veered astern. 

The officers and men being in the boat, they 
only waited for me, of which tho master-at-arms 
informedX^i'isfian ; whhdhen said—Come, Cap¬ 
tain Bligh, your officers and men are now in tho 
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boat, and you must go with them ; if you attempt 
to make the least resistance you will instantly bt' 
put to death : ” and, without further ceremony, 
with a tribe of armed ruffians about me, I was 
forced over tho side, where they untied my hands. 
Being in the boat, we were veered astern by a 
rope. A few pieces of pork were thrown to uk, 
aiud' Bome clothes, also tlio cutlasses 1 have already 
mentioned; and it was then that tho armourer 
and carpenters called out to me to remember that 
they had no hand in the transaction. After hav¬ 
ing undergone a great deal of ridicule, and been 
kept some time to make s]«)rt for thcflo unfeeling' 
wretches, wc wci*o at length cast adrift in tho open 
oee:in. 

I had with me in the boat Uie following pei-sons : 
Anmef, 

John .... Miihtcr. 

Thoriah Lkdward . . . Acting Sursoon. 

David Nelson .... Diitaiiiut. 

William 1*kckover . . . Gumior. 

W£LLiAa*.CoLi3 .... ItoatHwain. 

William DoncKLL . . . . (^urpciitfr. 

WiI.I4A M Eli'HINston’ k . Master’s Mate. 

Tiiomah Hayward . . . 1 . 

John IlALLRT . . , f Midslupmon. 

JonNNoim.N . . . -1 Quarter MusUth. 

1*etkr Linki.kttku . . . j 

liAwiiRNcR Lkdouim: . . . SalJinuher, 

JOlINKMm, . . . -IcookH. 

Thomas Hall . • ♦ ) 

G Eono Bi M PKON . , . Q iin rtor Mas tor’s Mato 

Rouert Tinkler . . . . A Jtoj'. 

Roukrt Lami! .... lUi teller. 

Mr. Samuel .Clerk. 

i 

There remained on board the Bounty i 

Fletcher Christian . , Master’s Mute. i 

Peter 11byw*k)I> . . . . \ 

KmvARD YotJ^o . . . 1' Midsbipinen. ! 

Gkorgb Stewart ... * 1 

CiiARi.BH Cituncim.L . , . Mftstcr at A rms, : 

JtHiN JIiLLs . . . ♦ , Gunner’s Mate. 

James Morrison . . . Hoatsw.ain’s Mate. | 

Thomas Hurkitt . . . , Able Seuinuu. ' 

Matthew'■Quintal . . . Ditto. 

John Sumner . . . . Ditto, 

.John Millward . . . Ditto. 

William M‘Koy . . . . Dittu, 

IIrnry ITillrrant . . . Ditto, 

Michael Byrne . , , , Ditto. 

William Musprat , . . Ditt^i. 

Alexander Smith , . . Ditto. 

John Williams . , . Ditto. 

’Fhomas Ellison . . , ; Ditto. 

Isaac Martin , , . Ditto, 

Richard Skinner . . . Ditto, 

Matthew Thompson , . Ditto, 

tIVii,LrAM Brown . . . . Ourdenor. 

Joseph Coleman ,« . , Armourer. 

: ('iiAHLiCB Norman . . . Car|>cntor’s Mate. 

Thomas McIntosh ... Oarpentor’s Crow. 

In all twenty-five hands, and^dhe most able xnen 
of the' ship’s company. 

Having little or no wind, we rowed pretty fast 
towiirds Tofoa, which bore N. E. about ten leagues 
from ils. While the ship was in sight, she steered 
to the W.N.W., but I considered tliis only as a 
feint; for when we werq, sent aw»y—Huzza fov 
jOtaheite,” was frequently heard among the muti- 
"jicers. '' 

Christian, the chief of tho mutineers, was of a 
respectable family in the north of England. Thia 
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was the third voyage he had made with mo; and j 
as I found it necessary to keep my ship's company i 
at three watches, I given him an order to take j 
charge of the third, his abilities being thoroughly | 
equal to tho task ; and by this means the master j 
and gunner were not at watch and watch. j 

Heywood * was also of a respectable fam%r in 
the north of England, and a young man of abili¬ 
ties, as well as Christian. These two had been 
objects of my particular regard and attention, and 
I had taken groat pains to instruct them, having 
cntei*tained hopes, that as professional men, they 
would have become a credit to their country. 

Young was well recommended, and had tho 
look of an able stout seaman: he, however, fell 
short of what his appearance promised. 

Stewart was a young man of creditable parents, 
in the Orkneys ; at which place, on the return of 
tlic Resolution from the South Seas, in 1780, wo 
received so many civilities, that, on that account 
only, I should gladly have taken him with mo : 
but, independent of this recommendation,'•he was 
a seaman, and had always borne a good character. 

Notwithstanding the roughness with which I 
was treated, the remembrance of past kindnesses j 
jiroduced stftno signs of remorse in Christian. 
When tliey were forcing me out of tho ship, I 
asked him, if this treatment was a jirojier return for 
the many instances he had received of my friend-* 
ship ? ho appeared disturbed at my question, and an¬ 
swered with much emotion, That,—Cai)tain»Bligh, 
—^that is the thing ;—I am in hell—I am inhclL^' 
As soon as I ha<l time to rciioct, 1 felt an inward 
satislaction, which prcvwutcd any deprcpsioii of 
iny spirits : conscious of my integrity, anil anxious 
solicitude for the good of the service in which I 
had been engaged, I found mv mind wonderfully 
su]»ported,aiid I begun to conceive hopes, notwith- 
Htaiiding so heavy a calamity, that I Should one 
(lay be able to account to my King and my country 
for the misfortune.—A few hour’s before, niy situa¬ 
tion had been peculiarly flattering, I hacl a ship 
in the nmst perfect orjcr, and ifidl stcired with 
every necessary both for service and health : by 
early attention to those particulars I had, as much 
as lay in my power, provided against any accident 
in case I could not get tlrrougli Endeavour Straits, 
as well as against what might befal me in them ; 
add to this, the plants had been successfully pre¬ 
served in the most flourishing state : so that upon 
the whole, tho voyage was two thirds completed, 
and the remaining part, to all appearance, in u 
yi^ry promising way ; every person on board bidng 
In ])ei’foct health, to establish which was ever 
amongst the principal objects of my attention, ^ 
It will very naturally be asketl, what could bo 
the reason for such a revolt ? in answer to which 
1 can only conjecture, tliat tho mutineers had flat¬ 
tered tliomselves witjj the hopes of a more happy 
life among the Otalteiteans, than they coul^ pos¬ 
sibly enjoy in England; and this, joined to some 
teiualo connexions, most probably occasioned the 
whole transaction. , 

The women at Otaheite are handsome, mild and 
cheerful hi their manners and eonvoi*sation, pos- 
seased of great senaihility^nd have sufficient (lelL* 

! cacy to make them admired and helpvcd. The 
j chiefs weiKi bo much attadied to our people, that 

* Seo Appendix. 


they rather encouraged their stay among tliem 
than otherwise, and even made them promises of 
large poasesBions. Under these, and many other 
attendant circumstances, equally dcsirablo, it is 
now perhaps not so much to be wondered at, 
though scarcely possible to havo been foreseen, 
that a set of sailors, most of them void of connex¬ 
ions, should bo led away : especially when, in ad¬ 
dition to such powerful inducements, they imagined 
it in their power to fix tliemBclves in tho midst of 
plenty, on one of th^> finest islands in tlio world, 
where they need not labour, and where tho allure¬ 
ments of dissipation are bcjyoud anything that ean 
bo conceived. The utmost, however, that any com¬ 
mander could have supposed to have happened is, 
that some of tho people would have been tempted 
to desert. BTut if it sliould be asserted, that a 
commander is*to guard agaiiifit an act of mutiny 
and piracy in his own ship, more than by the com¬ 
mon rules of seiwicc, it is as much as to say that 
he must sleep locked up, and when awake, be 
girded wifti pistols. 

Desertions have happened, more or less, from 
most of the ships that have been at tho Society 
Islands ; but it has always been in the commander'a 
power to make the cliio^s return their people : tho 
knowledge, therefore, that it was unsafe to desert, 
perhaps, first led mine to consider with wdiat ease 
so small a ship might b6' surprised, and that so 
favourable an opportunity would never offer to 
tiicin again. 

The sccresy of this mutiny is beyond all concep- 
tjoitf. Thirteen of tho piuly, who were with mo, 
had always lived forward among the seamen ; yet 
neither they, nor the nu^ssmalcs of Christian, 
Stewart, Ileywood and Young, hud ever observed 
any circumsifiincQ that made tla'iii in the lekst 
suspect what was going on. To such a close- 
planned act of villaiiy, my mind being entirely 
free from any suspicion, it is not wonderful that 1 
fell a sacrifice. I'erhaps, if there had been 
marines on hoard, a sentinel at iny cabin-dOor 
might have prevtuitcd it ; for i slept with tho door 
always open, that tho officer of the wateh might 
have access to me on all oeciisions, the possibility 
of such a conspiracy being ever the farthust from 
my thoughts. Had their mutiny Iweii occasioned 
by any gricjvunces, \)ither real or imaginary, I ; 
Must have discovered symptoms of their discon- j 
tent, which would have put me on my guard : hut 
the casii was fur otherwise, j^^liristiaii, in particu¬ 
lar, 1 was on the most friendly tenns with; that 
very day he was engaged to have dined with me ; 
and the preeeding night, lie excused himself from 
Sloping with me on pretence of being unwell ; for 
which I felt concerned, having no suspicions of 
hjp integrity and honour. 

f From subsequent disclosures It does not aiipoor that 
any conspiracy had been entered into, but that tho mutiny 
was solely oecasiuned by a sudd^p determination takou by 
Cliristian, who had received insuUinf^ language from Cap¬ 
tain Bligh on several occa^ons, and particularly on the 
previous afternoon, and ho was but too readily seconded 
by many of tho people, porticularQr tho men who hod 
deserted at Otaheite. The motives which Captain Bligh 
aficribes to the orew generally, without doubt actuated 
many when the ex|>losion occurred, hut there is no reason 
to believe that any previous intention of mutlnv existed. 
Heywood and Stewart, who were left behind, tow no part 
in tho affair. Sco Appendix. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

r«O0KKl> IK TIIK LAtWCH TO THH IflT.AKD TOFCA—IMFFl- 
CUI.TV IK OITTAIKIMO SUPPLIES THERE—TRBACHBIIOUB 
ATTACIt OF THE N ATI VKft—BBC APB To SttA» AND BEAR 
AWAY FOR NEW HOLLAN©. < 

My first dctcnnination was to seok a supply of 
bread-fruit and water at Tofoa, and afterwards to 
flail for Tongataboo, and there Vrsk a solicitation 
to Poulaho, the king, to equip our boat, and grant 
us a supply of water and provCsions, so as to enable 
us to ix?acli the East Indies. 

The quantity of provisions I found in the boat, 
was 150Jb. of bread, 16 pieces of jiork, each piece 
weighing 2U>., 6 quarts of ruin, 6 bottles of wine, 
witli 28 gallons of water, and four empty barrecoes. 

Fortunately it was calm all the afternoon, till 
about four o’clock, when we were so far to wind¬ 
ward, that, with a modiTate easterly breeze which 
Bpining up, we wei-e able to sail. It was iievor- 
tlieless dark when wc got to Tofoa, wj^ore 1 ex¬ 
pected to land; ])ut the shore provt'd to be so 
steep and rocky, that w<^ were obliged to give up 
all thoughts of it, and keep the boat under the lee 
of tlic island with tw'o oars ; for there was no 
anchorage. Having,fixed on this mode of pro¬ 
ceeding for the night, I served to every jM^rsou 
half a pint of grog, and each took to his rest as well 
as our unhappy situation w-ould allow. 

Wedueaday, April 29th._In the niorntng,at dawn 
of day, we rowed along shore in searcli of a landing- 
place, and about ten o’clock wc discovered a cove with 
a stony beach, at the N.W. part of the island, where 1 
dropt the graimcl within twenty yards of the rocks, 
A great surf ran on the shore ; but, as I was unwil¬ 
ling to diiuimsh our stock of provisions, I landed 
Mr. Samuel, and some otheiw, ^vho climbed the 
cliffs and got into the country to search for sup¬ 
plies. The 3‘est of us remained at the cove, not 
discovering any other way into tin? country, than 
that hy which Mr. Samuel had proceeiled. It was 
great consolation to me to find, that the s]>irits of 
my people did not sink, iiotwiLliKtauding our 
miserable and almost hopeless situation. Towards 
noon, Mr. Samuel returned, with a few quarts of 
water which he had found in holes ; but ho had 
mot w'ith no spring, or any prospect of a suf¬ 
ficient sup^>ly in that particular, and had seen 
only the signs of inhabitants. As it was uncertain 
what might be our future neeeasitu*H, I only issued 
a morsel of bread, and a glass of win<', to each 
person for diniK'r. 

I observed the latitude of this cove to he 19® 
4F S, This is the N.W. part of Tofoa, the nortli- 
westernmost (»f the Friendly Islands. ' 

The weather w'as fair, but tlic wind blew so 
strong from the E.S.E., that we could not ventuio 
to sea. Our detention made it absolutely neces¬ 
sary to endeavour to obtain something towards 
our support; for I determined, if possible, to keep 
our first stock eiitiroi Wo therefore weighed, 
nd rowed along shore to sec If anji-hing could 
o got; and at last discovered some cocoa-nut 
trees ; but they v(prc on the top of high precipices, 
and the surf made it dangerous landing: both 
one and the other, we however got the better of. 
Some of the people, with much difficulty, climbed 
the clifli, aud got about twenty cocoa^^nuts, and 
others smug them to ropes, bv wliich we hauled 
them through 'tbi^euif into the boat. This was 


all that could bo done here ; and, as I found nr, 
place so safe as the ono we had left, to spend tli<' 
night at, I returned to the cove, and, having 
served a cocoa-nut to each person, we went to rest 
again in the boat. 

Thursday, 30th.—At daylight, wo attempted to 
put % sea; but the wind and weather proved so bad, 
that I was glad to return to our former station : 
where, after issuing a morsel of bread and a spoon¬ 
ful of rum to each person, we landed, and 1 went 
off with Mr. Nelson, Mr. Samuel, and some otliera, 
into the country, having hauled ourselves up the 
precipice by long vines, which were fixed thoru 
by the natives for that iiurposc ; this being tlu» 
only w’ay into the country. 

Wc found a few descrterl huts, and a small plan¬ 
tain walk, but little tak(?n carrj of; from wliieli we 
could only collect throe small bunches of plantains. 
After passing this place, wc came to a deep gully 
that led towards a mountain, near a volcano ; and, 
as I c^onceived that in the rainy season very 
great torrents of water must pass through it, we 
hoped to find sufficient for our use rcmaiuiiig 
ill sonui holes of the rooks ; hut, after all our 
aoarcli, tin; w hole that wc collected was only nin<»! 
gallons. We advanced within two miUiS of the | 
foot of t.h(! highest mounlain in tlio island, on 
wliicli is the volcano that is almost constantly 
burning. The country near it is covered with | 
lava, aud has a moat dreary appt^arancc. Aa wo j 
had not hisni fortunate in our discoveries, and j 
saw nothing to alleviate our distresses, except tlui i 
plantains and water abovein<*utioned, wc returned ! 
to the boat, exc'cislingly lUtigned and faint. When 
T came to the jin'cipico whence we were to 
ihisccnd into the <*ove, 1 was seized with such a 
dizziness iif my head, t hat 1 thought it scai’ce ]>os- j 
sihlo to eff ect it: however, by the assistance of; 
Nelson and others, they at last got me down, in a i 
weak condition. Every person being returned by | 
noon, 1 gave about an ounce of pork and two | 
])lantains to each, with half a glass of wine, I | 
again observed tlie lath ado of this place 19“ i 
41' south. The people who remained hy tlie ' 
boat 1 had directed to look for fish, or what tlu^y i 
could pick up about the rocks ; but nothing eat- | 
able could be found : bo that, gpon the whole, we 
coiisidoi'cd ourselves on as miserable a spot of | 
land as could well be imagined. 

J could not say positively, from the former know-1 
ledge I had of this island, whether it was inhabited [ 
or not ; but I knew it was considered inferior to i 
the other islands, and 1 was not certain but that 
tile Indians only resorted to it at particular times, j 
I was very anxious to ascertain this point ; for, 1 
in case tlierc had' been only a few people here, and : 
those could have funiishud us with hut voiy 
moderate supplies, the remaining in this spot to j 
have ,madc preparations foiv our voyage, would 
have been preferable to the risk of going amongst 
multitudes, where perhaps wo might lose cveiy- 
thlng. A party, therefore, sufliciently strong, 1 
deteiTained should go another route, as soon as the i 
sun became lower ;and they cheerfully undertook it- 

About tw'o o’clock in the afternoon the pai'ty ; 
set out; but, after suffering much fatigue they re- 
' turned in tke evening, without any kind of success. 

At the head of the cove, about 350 yards from 
tho water-side, there was a cave; the distance 
across the stony beach was about 100 yards, imd 


C78 




THE MUTINY OF THE BOUNTY. 43 


from the country into the cove there was no othor 
way than tliat which I have already described. 
Tho situation secui-ed us from the danger of being 
surprised) and 1 determined to remain on shore 
for the night, with a part of my people, that tho 
others might have more room to rest in the boat 
witli the master ; whom I directed to lie at a 
grapnel, and ho watchful, in case w e should he 
attacked. I ordered one plantain for each pei-son 
to be boiled ; and, having supped on this scanty 
allowance, with a quarter of a pint of grog, and 
fixed the watches for tho night, those whoso turn 
it was, laid down to sleep in tho cave, before 
which wo kept up a good fire ; yet notwithstanding 
we were nmch troubled with flics aiul mustpiitoes, 
Friday, May Ist.—At dawn of day, the party 
Hct out again in a different route, to see what 
they could fiiid_; in the courso of which tlity 
suflci-ed greatly for want of water : they, however, 
met with two men, a woman and a child: the 
men came with them to the cove, and bri’^ight two 
cocoa-nut shells of-water. I cnd(;avoure(l to make 
friends of these jjcoplc, and sent them away for 
bread-fruit, plantains, and Avater. Soon after, 
other natives came to us ; and by noon there wemi 
thirty about us, from whom we obtained a small 
supply; but I could only afTord one ounec of 
])ork, and a quarter of a bread-fruit to each man 
for dinner, with half a pint of water; for I wjis 
fixed in my resolution not to use any of the bread 
or water in tho boat. * 

IS’o particular chief was yet among tbo natives: 
they were, notwithstandmg, tractal)le, and behaved 
honestly, oxeliaiiging the |♦^oviKioIls tlu'y brought 
for a few buttons and beads. The parly who had 
been out, infonned me of their having seen several 
neat plantations; so that it riiiuiinod*no longer a 
doubt of there being settle(l inliabi^ints on the 
i Island ; for whieli roasoii I determined to get what 
1 C(»uld, and to sail the first inoiiumt that tlicwind 
and weather would allow' us to jnit to sea. 

1 W'as mu<di puzzled in what nijiiiior to account 
to tho natives for tht^logs of my ship : 1 knew 
they had too much sense to be amxised wdtli a 
story that tho ship was to join me, when she w^as 
, not in sight from tho hills. I was at lirnt doubt- 
: ful whetlier 1 should tell tho real fact, or say tliat 
i the ship had overset and sunk, and that wo only 
I were saved : tlie latter appeared to be tlie most 
i pro])ei* and advantageous for us, and I accordingly 
j instructed my people, that we might all agree in 
i one story. As I exiicetod, inquiries were made 
I about tho ship, and they seemed readily satisfied 
j with our account ; but there di<l not appear the, 
j least symptom of joy or sorrow in their faces, 

: idthough I fancied 1 discovered somo marks of 
j surpnsc. Somo of the natives were coming and 
j Roing the whole afternoon, and we got enough of 
I bread-fruit, plaiitaiiA, and cocoa-nuts for another 
j ; but of water they only brought us about 
j five pints. A canoo also came in with four men, 
and brought a fow cocoa-nuts luid bread-fruit, 
j whieli I bought as I had done the rest. * Nails 
I Were much inquired after, but I would not Buffer 
i ft-iy to be shown, as tliey were wanted for the use 
: the boat. " 

j Towards evening, I had tlio satisfaction to find 
I stock of provisions somewhat increased ; but 
j iiatives did not appear to have much to spare, 
j What they brought was ia such small quantities. 


that I bad no reason to bo])c we should be able to 
procure from them sufficient to stock us for our 
voyage. At sun-sot all the natives left us in quiet 
possession of tho cove. 1 thought this a good 
sign,and made no doubt that they would come again 
thd next day with a hotter supply of food and 
water, with wlindi I hoped to sail without fartlier 
delay : for if, in attompting to get to Toiigataboo, 
we should be wiveii to leowju’d of the islands, 
there would be a larger quantity of provisions to : 
support us againstfuch a misfortune. 

At night, I served a quarter of a bread-fruit and \ 
a coeoa-nut to each pei’Kon for Rupper ; and, a 
goodfirebeing made, all but tho watch went to sleep. 

Saturday 2nd.—At day-break, the next morn iug, X 
was pleaBedtofiiideveryoiie’sppiritH alittlcrcvived, 
and that they, no lunger regarded me witli thoso 
aiixiouslooks, which had constantly been directed to¬ 
wards mcsincowc lost sight of the ship: every coun¬ 
tenance appeared t<i have a degree of cheerfulness, 
and thej^ail seemed detennined to do their best. 

As there was no certainty of our being suiiplied 
with water by the natives, 1 sent a party among 
the gullies in the mountains, with empty shells, to 
Bt'e what could bo found, lu their abseaec the 
natives came about us, utf I expected, and in 
greater numbers ; two canoes also came in from 
round the north side of tlH^ island. In one of 
them was an elderly eliief, wiIK'd Macca-ackavow. 
Soon after, some of our foraging party returned, 
and with them came a good-looking chief, called 
JGgijeefow, or jierhaps more properly Eefow, Kgij 
or Eghcc, signifying a chief. To each of these 
men 1 made a present of an old shirt and a luiifo, 
and 1 soon found they hatl either seen me, or had 
heard of nij^ being at Annamooka. They knew 1 
had been with Captain Cook, whom they inquired 
after, and also Captain Clei’k. Tlicw were very 
inquisitive to know in what manner I Jiad lost mj- 
ship, lluring this conversation, a young man, 
named Nageetc, appeared, wlioiii I rtunembered 
to have S(^ell at Annamooka : ho expressed much 
pleasure at our meeting. I inquired after Pou- 
laho and Feenuw, who, they said, were at Tonga- 
taboo ; and Kefow agreed to accompany me 
thither, if 1 woukl wait till tlie weather moderated. 
The readiness and inability of tliis man gave me 
much satisfaction. 

* This, however, was but of short duration, for 
tlie natives began to increase in number, and I 
observed some Bym|)toinB of a <l<’sign against us. 
Soon after they attempt<?d to haul the boat on 
shore, on which I brandished my cutlass in a 
threatening raaimer, and spoke to Eefow to desire 
them to desist; which they did, and everything 
became quiet again. My people, W'ho had been 
iA the mountains, now returned with about tliree 
gallons of water. I kept buying up the little 
bread-fruit that was brought to us, and likewise 
some spears to arm my men with, having only 
four cutlasses, tw’o of whiclf were in tlie boat. As 
we had no means of improving our sitimtion, I 
told our people I wouldT wait till sun-aet, by which 
time, perhaps, something migbt liap^ien in our 
favour : for if we attempted to go at present, we 
must fight our ^way tlirough, which we could do 
more advantageously at night; and that in the 
mean timfc we would endeavour to get off to the 
boat what we had bought. The hiuich was lined 
with the natives, and we heard nothing hut the 
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knocking of stoncB together, which they had in 
each hand. 1 knew very well this was the sign of 

1 an attack. At noon I served a cocoa-nut and a 
bread-fruit to each person ^or dinner, and gave 
some to the chiefs, with whom I continued ^ to 
appear intimate and friendly. They frequently 
importnned me to sit down, bnt I as constantly 
refused : for it occurred both t< 4 . Nelson and my¬ 
self, that they intended to seize hold of me, if I 
gave them such an opportunity. Keeping, there¬ 
fore, constantly on our guard, we were suifered to 
eat our uncomfortable meal in some quietness. 

After dinner, we began by little and little to 
get our things into the boat, which was a trouble- 
some business, on account of the surf. I carefully 
watched the motions of the natives, wlVo continued 
to increase in number ; and found that, instead of 
their intention being to leave us, fires were made, 
and places fixed on for their stay during the night. 
Consultations were also , lield among them, and 
every thing assured me we should be attrfcked. I 
sent orders to the master that when he saw us 
coming down he should keep the bout close to the 
shore, that wo might the more readily cmliark. 

I had iny journal on shore with me, writing the 
occurrences in the cave, and in sending it down to 
the boat, it was nearly snatched away, but for the 
timely assistance of the gunner. 

The sun was near setting, when I gave the 
word, on which every person, who was on shore 
with mo, boldly took up his proportion of things, 
and eaiTicd them to the boat. The chiefs asked 
me if I would not stay with them all night, 1 said, 

“ No, I never sleep out of my boat; but in the 
morning we will again trade with you, and X shall 
remain till the weather is moderate, tHiat we may 
j go, as we have agreed, to see l*(»ulaho, at Tonga- 
tahoo.*’ Macca-ackavow then got up, and said, 

‘‘ You will not sleep on shore ? then Mattie,” 
(which dii*ectly signifies wc will kill you) and ho 
left me. Tlic onset w'as now preparing ; every 
one, as I Jmvo described before, laqjfc knocking 
stones together, and Kefow quitted me. All but 
two or three things were in the boat, when I took 
Nagccto by the hand, and we wallct;d down tlio 
beach, every one in a silent kind of hon*or. . 

While I was seeing the people embark, Nagcete 
wanted me to stay to speak to Eefow ; but I found 
ho was encoui'aging them to the attack, and it wuk 
my determination, if they had then begun, to have 
killed him for his treacherous heliaviour. I or¬ 
dered the curpentor not to quit me till the other 
people were in the boat. Nageete, finding I would 
not stay, loosed himself from my hold and went 
off, and we all got in the boat except one man, wlio 
! while I was getting on hoard, quitted it, and ran 
up the beach to cost tho sternfast off, notwitn- 
! standing the master and others called to him to 
return, whUe they were hauling mo out of tlio 
water. 

I was no sooner in fhe boat than tho attack bo- 
gaii by about two hundred men ; the unfortunate 
jioor man who had run up the beacdi was knocked 
down, and tho stones flew like a sliow€*r of shot. 
Many Indians got hold of the stem rope, and were 
near hauling the boat on shor/^ ^SjWhich they would 
certainly liavo effected, if I not had^a knife in 

my poAet, with which I cut tlie rope. We then 
hauled off to the grapnol, every one being more 
or less hurt. At this time^ T saw flvo of the na- 

tives about the poor man they had killed, and two 
of them were heating him about tho head with 
stones in their hands. 

We had ilo time to reflect, for to my surprise, 
they filled their canoes with stones, and twelve 
men came off after us, to renew the attack, which 
theljr did so effectually as nearly to disable us all. 
Our grapnel was foul, but Trovideiice here assisted 
us ; the fluke broke, and we got to our oars, and 
pulled to sea. They, however, could paddle round 
us, so that wo were obliged to sustain tho attack 
without being able to return it, except with such 
stones as lodged iu the boat, and in this I found 
wo were very inferior to them. We could not 
close, because our boat was lumbered and heavy, 
<if which they well know how to take advantage : 
I therefore adopted the expedient of throwing 
overboard some clothes, which, as I expected, they 
Hto])ped to pick up ; ivnd, as it was by this time 
almost dark, they gave over the attack, and re¬ 
turned towards the shore, leaving us to refioet on 
our unhappy situation. 

The poor man killed by the natives was John 
Norton : this was his second voyage with me as a 
qflartcr-master, and his worthy diameter made 
me lament his loss very much. He has left an 
aged parent, 1 am told, whom he supported. 

I once before sustained an attack of a similar 
nature, with a smaller number of Europeans, 
af^unstjU multitude of Indians: it was after the 
death of Cajitain Cook, on tho Morai at O why bee, 
where I was left by Lieutenant King. Yet, not¬ 
withstanding this exiM^riepcc, I had not an idea 
that tho jfbwer of a man’s arm could tlirow stones, 
from two to eight pounds weight, with such force 
and exactness as those peo])lo did. Hero unlia])- 
pily we were without fire-arms, which tho Indians 
knew ; atnH'lt was a fortunate circumstance that 
they did not begin to attack us in the cave ; for 
in that case our destruction must have been in¬ 
evitable, and we should have had nothing left for 
it but tq sell wir lives as dearly as we could ; in 
which 1 found every one* cheeifully disposed to 
concur. This appearance of resolution debarred 
: them, supposing they could effect their piuqiose 
without risk after we were in the boat. 

Taking this as a sample of the disposition of 
the natives, there was hut little reason to expect 
much benefit by persevering in tho intention of 
visiting Poulalio ; for I considered their good he- 
liavLoiir formerly to have proceede<l from a dread 
of our fire-arms, and which, therefore, was likely 
to cease, as they know wc w'crc now destitute of 
♦them: and,'even supposing our lives not in dan¬ 
ger, the boat and^e very thing we had, would most 
jirobably be taken from us, and thereby all Jiopes 
prrscluded of over being able to return to our 
native country. 

Wd’ set our sails, and steerfed along shore by the 
west side of the island Tofoa ; the wind blowing 
fresh from the eastward. My mind was employed 
hi considering what was best to be done, when 1 
was Solicited by all hands to take them towards 
home: and, when I told them that no hopes of 
relief for us remained (except what might bo found 
, at Now Holland) till I came to Timor, a distance 
of full twelVe liundred leagues, where there was a 
Dutch settlement, but fti what part of tXie island J 
knew not; they all agreed to live on one ounce oi 
bread, and a quarter of a pint of water, per day. 
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Therefore, after examining our stock of provigions, 
and recommending to them, in the most solemn 
manner, not to depart from their promise, we boro 
away across a sea, w’here the navigation is but 
little known, in a small boat, twcnty-lhrcc foot 
long from stem to stern, deep laden with eighteen 
men. I was happy, however, to sec that ev^ry 
one seemed better satisfied with our situation tliau 
myself. 

Our stock of provisions consisted of about oiio 
hundred and fifty pounds of bread, twenty-eight 
gallons of water, twenty i>ounds of poi*k, throo 
bottles of wine, and five quarts of ruin, Tlic dif- 
fcreiKU' between this and the quantity w'e had on 
leaving the shi]), was principally owing to our loas 
in the bustle and confusion of tho attack. A few 
cocon-nula were in the boat, and some bread-fruit, 
but the latter was trampled to pieces. 


CIlArTRR XV. 

passage T0W'AIU>« new nOLLANl>~IKl.ANDS PISrOVKBED in 
OUB fitlKAT lJJSTm'..ShKK~SEK THK ItEKEB OF 

NEW HOLJ.AN1), AN1> KINJ> A PAShAGK Tlinoi'Oll TlllCAl. 

Tt w'aa about ojght o’clock at night wdion wo bore 
away under a rcohid lug foresail: and, having di¬ 
vided tho jicople into watches, and got tho boat in 
a littio order, we returned God thanks for our 
miraculous jiresorvatioii, and, fully confident of his 
gracious siqqiort, I found my mind more at caso 
than it had been for sopic time jiast. 

Sunday, 3rd.—At day-break,the gale*increased; 
the sun roso very fiery and red, a sure indication 
of a severe gale of wind. At eight it blew a violent 
storm, and the sea ran very4iigh, 80 *that between 
the seas the sail was becalmed, and tvhen on the 
top of the sea it was too much to have set: hut 
wc could not venture to take in tlie sail, for wo 
wero ill very imrainent danger and distress, tho 
Bca eiirlhig over the stern of the Icat, wlijcli obligcil 
us.to bale with all ou^ might. A situation more 
distressing has, perhaps, seldom been experienced. 

Onr bread was in bags, and in danger of being 
»ipoilod by the wet: to be«8tarvcd to death wius in¬ 
evitable, if this could not be prevented: I thei’e- 
foi*e began to examine what clothes there wore in 
the boat, and what other things could be spared ; 
and, liaving dctcnniiiod that only two suits should 
ho kept for each person, the rest was thrown over- 
hoard, with some rope and spare sails, which 
lightened the boat considerably, and we had more 
room to bale tho water out. Fortunately the cav- 
peuter had a good chest in tlm boat, in which we 
secured the bread the fii'st favourable moment. 
Hifl tool chest also was cleared, and the tools 
stowed ill the bottom of the boat, so that tliis be- 
<!ame a second convenience. • 

I served a tea-spoonful of mm to each person, 
(for we were very wet and cold) with a quarter of 
a bread-fruit, which w’as scarce eatable, for dinner: 
our engagement was now strictly to be cai^ied into 
execution, and I was fully determined to make 
our jirovisions last eight weeks, let tho daily pro¬ 
portion bo ever so small. , 

At noon, I considered our course* and distance 
from Tofoa to be W.N.W. | W. 86 miles, latitude 
19”27'S. I directed the course to the W.N.W., 
mat we might get a sight of the islands called 


Feejec, if they lay in tho du’cction the natives had 
pointed out to me. 

The weather continued very severe, tho wind 
veering from N.K. io E.S.E. Tho sea rau higher 
than ill the forenoon, and the fatigue of baling, to 
ke^p tho boat from filling, was exceedingly great. 
Wc could do nothing more than keep before tlie 
sea: in the course of which tho boat jicrformed 
so well, that I do longer dreaded any danger in 
that respect. But among the luirdships wo were to 
undergo, that of b(Sng constantly wet was not the 
least: the night was very cold,and at day-light oa 
Monday, 4th, our. limbs were so benumbed, that 
we could scarce find tho use of them. At this 
time I served a tca-si)oonful of rum to each per¬ 
son, from uiiich wc all found great benefit. 

As I have mentioned before, I determined to 
keep to tho W.N.Wtill 1 got more to the north¬ 
ward; for I not only cxj)ected to liave better 
weather, but to see tho Feejec Islands, as I have 
often umiei-stood, from the natives of Annamookn, 
that they lie in that direction. Cui>taiu Cook like¬ 
wise con.sidci’cd thoin to be N.W. by W. from 
Tongataboo. Just before noon, we discovered a 
small flat island, of a moderate height, bearing 
W.S.W., 4 or 5 leagues. 1 observed om* latitude 
to be IH® 58' S.; our longitude was, by account, 
3® 4' W. from the island of Tofoa, having made a 
N. 72® W. coui’se, distance 95 miles, since yester¬ 
day noon. 1 tlivided five small cocoa-nuts for our 
dinner, and every one wiua satisfied. 

^ A little after noon, oth^ islands appeared, and 
at a quarter pa.st three o’clock we could count 
eight, bearing from S. round by the west to N.W, 
by N.; those to the south, which wero the nearest, 
being four leagues distant from us. 

1 kept itiy course to the N.W. by W., Ixitwecn the 
islands, the gale liaving considerably abated. At 
six o’clock, we discovered three other suialliHlands 
to the N, W., tho westernmost of thorn bore N.\^. 

W. 7 leagues. I steered to the southward of 
tlicse islands, a W.N.W. course ftu* the night under 
a reefed sail. 

Served a few broken pieces of bread-fruit for 
supper, and poifomicd prayers. 

The night turned out fair, and, liaving liad tole¬ 
rable rest, every one seemed considerably better 
in the morning, Tuesday, 5lh, and contentedly 
breakfasted on a few pieces of yams that were found 
in tile boat. After breakfast wc examined oui* bread, 
a great deal of which was damaged and rotten j 
tliis, ncvei’theless, we were glad to keep for use. 

1 had hitherto been scarcely able to keep any 
account of our run ; but w'c now equipped our- 
•sclvoa a little better, by getting a log-line marked, 
and, having practised at counting seconds, Bcvoiul 
•could do it witli some dcgi’ce of exactness. 

At noon 1 observed, in latitude 18® 10' S., and 
considered my coui’so and distance from yesterday 
noon, N.W. by W. ^ W., 94 miles; longitude, by 
account, from Tofoa 4® 28' W. 

For dinner, I served some of the damaged bread, 
and a quarter of a pifit of water. 

About six o’clock in the afternoon, wo discovered 
two islands, one bearing W. by S. 6 leagues, and 
the other N.W. by N. 8 leagues ; I kept to wind¬ 
ward of the northernmost, and passing it by 10 
o’clock/1 resumed our course to tho^.W. and 
W.N.W. for tho night. 

Wednesday, 6th.—The weather was iiurand tho 
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■wind moderate all day from the E.N.E. At day- ' 
lights a number of other islanda wei*o in Bight from 
S.S.K. to the W., and round to N.E. by E.; be- 
' tween those in the N.W. I Hietcimiiiod to pass. 
At noon a small sandy island or key, two miles 
distant from ino, boro from E. to S. W. I Ifad 
passed ten islands, the largest of which I judged 
to bo 6‘ or 8 leagues in circuit. Much larger lauds 
appeared in the S.W. and N.N.W, between which 
I directed my course. Latitude observed 17® 17' 
S.; course since yesterday noon N. 50“ W.; dis¬ 
tance 84 miles; longitude made, by account, 5“ 
37' W. 

Our allowance for tho day was a quarter of a 
pint of cocoa-nut milk, and thy meat, which did 
not exceed two ounces h) each person ; it was re¬ 
ceived very contentedly, but we suffered groat 
drought, I durst lud venture to lanH, as we bad 
no arms, and were less caj)ablc of defending our- 
Bclves than wo wore at Tofoa. 

To keep an aecount of the boat’s run Y,ms ren¬ 
dered difliciilt, from being constantly w*ot with the 
sea breaking over us; but, as we advanced towards 
the land, the sea became smoother, and I was 
enabled to form a sketch of the Lslaiids. Those 
we wore near, appear(i<l fruitful and hilly, Home 
very moui^inon.s, and all of a good hciglit- 

To our great joy we hooked a fish, but we were 
miserably disappointed by its being lost in trying 
to get it into the boat. 

Wc continued steering to the N.W., betwcon 
tho islands, which, by die evening, api)eared of 
considerable extent, wo<my and mountainous. At * 
sun-set, tho southernmost bore from S. to S.W. by 
W. and the noi'thernmost from N. by W. \V, to 
N.E. ^ E, At bK o’clock w'e were nearly mid-way 
between them, and about six leagues distant from 
each shore, when we fell in with a coral bank, on 
which wc bad only four feet water, without tho 
least break on it, ox* I'uiflc of the sea to givo us 
'v%rniiig. I could sco that it extended about a 
mile on each side of us. 

I directed the course W. by N. foi* the night, and 
served to each person an ounce of the damaged 
bread, and a quarter of a pint of water,for supper. 

As our lodgings were very miserable, and con¬ 
fined for want of room, I endeavoured to remedy 
tho latter defect, by putting ohrselves at watch 
and w'atch ; so that one half always sat up while 
the other lay down on the boat’s bottom, or upon 
a chest, with nothing to cover us but the heaveiw. 
Our limbs were dreadfully cramped, for wo could 
not stretch them out; a.ud the nights wore so cdld, 
and we so consttintly wot, tliat, alter a few horn’s 
sleep, W 0 could scarce move. * 

Thursday, 7th.—At dawn of day, wo again dis¬ 
covered land from W.S.W. to W.N.W.,and another • 
island N.N.W,, the latter a high round lump of 
but little extent: tlio southern land that we had 
passed in the night was still in sight. Being very 
wet and cold, I served spoonfid of rum and a 
morsel of bread for .breakfast. 

The land in the west was distinguished by some 
extraordinary high r^cks, which, as we approached 
them, assumed a variety of forms, Tho country 
appeared to be agreeably interspersed with high 
and low land, and in some pl^es 'covered with 
wood. Off the N.E. part wme small rocky 
islands, between which and ha; island 4 leagues to 
I the N.E., I direc;ted my course ; but a lee current 


very unexpectedly set us very near to the rocky 
isles, and wo could only got clear of it by rowing, 
passing closo to the reef that surxrounded them. 
At this time we observed two large sailing canoes 
coming swiftly after us along shore, and, being 
aiiprehcnsivo of their intentions, wo rowed W’ith 
souio anxiety, fully sensible of our weak and de¬ 
fenceless state. At noon it was calm and the 
weather cloudy; my latitude is therciforo doubtful 
to l\ or 4 miles. Our course since yesterday noon 
N.W. by W., distance 79 miles; latitude by ac¬ 
count, 16® 29' S., and longitude by account, fi*om 
Tofoa, 6® 46' W. Being constantly wet, it was 
with the utmost difficulty I could open a book to 
writ(^, and I am sensible that what I have dono 
can only serve to point out whej’o these lands are 
to be found again, and give an idea of their extent. 

All tho afternoon, wt? had light winds at N.N.E.: 
the woatlu’r was very rainy, attended with thunder 
and lightning. Only one of the canoes gained upon 
US, whicl^ by three o’clock in the afternoon wa« 
not iiioi’o than two miles off, whcxi she gav** over 
chase. » 

If I may judge from tho sail of these vessels, 
they are of a similar construction with tiiosc at the 
Fi’iondly Islands, which, with the nearness of their 
situation, gives reason to believe that they are the 
same kind of people. Whether those canoes had 
any hostile intention against us must remain a 
doubt: perhaps wc might have benefited by an 
intcrconfsc with them ; but in our d€*feiiceles« 
situation, to have made tho ox2)ei’iment W’ould 
have bec’ii risking too much. 

I iinagin43 those to be th^ islands called Fecjee, 
as their extent, direction, and distance from the 
Friendly Islands, anawci’s to tho description given 
of them by tlmso islanders. Heavy I’ain came on 
at four o’clock, when every pei'son did their utmost 
to catch some water, and wc increased our stock to 
34 gallons, besides quenching our thirst for the 
first time since wo had boon at sea; but an at¬ 
tendant coJiscquenco made us pass tlio night very 
mi8cnib1y,*for being extroimJy wot, and having no 
dry tilings to shift or cover us, wo experienced 
cold shiverings scarce to be conceived. Most for¬ 
tunately for us, the forepoou, Friday, 8th, turned 
out fair, and we stripjK;d and dried our clothes. 
The allowance I issued to-day, was an ounce and 
a half of pork, and a tea-spoonful of rum, half-a- 
pint of cocoa-nut milk, and an ounce of broad. Tho 
rum, though so small in quantity, was of the greatest 
service. A fishlug-Une was generally tow’iug fixmi 
the stern of tho boat, but though we saw great 
numbers of fish, we could never catch one. 

At noon, I observed, in latitude 16® 4' S, and 
found wo bad made course, from yesterday noon, 
N. 62“ W., distance 62 miles; longitude, by ac¬ 
count, from Tofoa, 7* 42' W, 

In thy afternoon wo cleaned'cut the boat, and 
it employed us till sun-set to got everything dry 
and in order. Hitherto 1 had issued tho allow- 
anco by guess, but 1 now made a pair of scales, 
with two* cocoa-nut shells; and, having acoldentally 
some pistol-balls in the boat, 25 of vmich weighed \ 
ono pound, or 16 ounces, I adopted one*, as the 
proportion of weight that* each person should ro- 
c6ivo of brcaJ at the times I served it, I also 
amused all hands, with describing the situation of 


« It weighed 272 grolni. 
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I New Ouinoa and Now Holland, and gave them 
j every information in iny power, that in case any 
! accident happened to rao, those who survived 
might Jiave some idea of what they were about, 
and be able to find their way to Timor, Avhich at 

■ pivsent they knew nothing of, more than the name, 
i and some not even that At night, I served^ a 
! quarter of a pint of water, and half an ounce of 

bread, for supper. 

; Saturday, litli.—In the morning, a quarter of a 

■ pint of eocoa-nut milk, and some of the decayed 
bread, was served for breakfast ; and for dinner, 

1 divided the meat of four cc^coa-nuts, w’ith the re¬ 
mainder of the i-ottcn bread, w'hicli was only eat- 

■ able by such distressed pcojde, 

i At noon, I observed tho latitude to be 15*^ 47^ 
S.; course Hince yesterday N. 75® W., distance 
sixtv-four miles ; longitude made, by account, 8“ 
45' W. 

In the afternoon I fitted a pair of shrouds for 
each mast, and contrived a canvas wcatl^jr cloth 
round the boat, and raised the quarters about 
nine inches, by nailing on tho s(‘ats of the stern 
shc<'ts, which proved of great hctiefit to us. 

The wind had been moderate all day in the 
S. E. quarter, with fine w<'ather ; but, about nine 
OM’Iock in the evening, the chmds began to gather, 
ami wc had a ]»rodigiou8 fall of rain, with severe 
thunder and lightiiiiig. By midnight we caught 
about twenty gallons of water. Being miscmbly 
wet amt cold, 1 served to the people a tea-s'Jjoonful 
<d‘ rum each, to enable them to bear with their 
distressed situation. Th(^ weather continued ex¬ 
tremely bad and the increased ; avro spent 

a very miserable night, without sleep, excei>t such 
as could he got in the midst of rain. The day 
broiight no relief but its light. THb sea broke 
over us so much that two men w'cr# constantly 
baling ; and we had no choice how to steer, being 
obligc'd to keep before the waves for fear of the 
boat filling. 

Tho allowance now regularly,served to each 
person was one *i5th of* a pound of breSd, and a 
<lUiui;cr of a Jiint of water at eight in the mom- ! 
ing, at noon, and at suii-set. To-day 1 gavo about 
half an ounce of ])ork for dinner, which, though 
any moderate pers<»n would have considered ouly 
as a mouthful, was divided into three or four. 

The rain abated towards noon, and I observed 
the latitude to be 15® 17' S. ; course N. 67® W., 
distance seventy-eight miles ; longitude made 
10® W. 

The wind contimied strong from S. S. E. to 
S. E,, with very squally weather and a high break-^ 
ing sea, so that wo were miserably Avet, and suf¬ 
ficed great cold in the night. * 

' Monday, 1 Ith.—In the morning at day-break, 

1 served to every person a ten-si)oonful of rum, 
our limbs being so dramped that we could scarce 
uiove them. Our situation was now extremely 
dangerous, the sea frequently running over our 
, «tern, which kept us baling witli all our strength. 

I At noon the sun appeared, which gave* us as 
j uiuch pleasure as in a winter’s day in England. 

, I issued the 25*h of a pound of broad, and a 
<iuai*tt*r of a pint of water as yesterday. Latitude 
observed 14" 50' S. ; course 71® W., distance 102 ‘ 
uiUoH; aud longitude, by account, 11® 39' W. 
from Tofoa. 

In the evening it rained hard, and we again , 


experienced a dreadful uiglit. 'At length the day 
(Tuesday tho 12tli) came, and showed to me a 
miserable set of beings, full of wants, without any¬ 
thing to relieve them! Some complained of great 
pain in their bowels, and every one of having 
aliWhst lost the use of his limbs. The little sleep 
we got was no ways rofriisliiug, as w^o w’erc covered 
with sea and rain. I served a sjioonful of rum 
at day-dawn, an<f the usual allowanco of byead 
and water for breakfast, dimier, and supper. 

At noon it was alfliost calm, no sun to be seen, 
and some of us shivering with cold. Course since 
yesterday, W. by N., distance eighty-uiue miles ; 
latitude, by aticount, 14® 33' S.; longitude, mado 
13® 9' W. The direction of our cours<i was to 
XMiss to the northward of tho New Ih'brides, 

The wet weather continued, and in the after¬ 
noon the wind came fi'oni tho southward, blowing 
fresh in squalls. As there was m> prospect of 
getting our clothes dried, I rocommeiidt‘d to 
every on^ to strip, and wi'ing them through the 
salt water, by which means they received a 
W'annth that, while wet with rain, they could not 
have. 

This afternoon we saw a kind of fruit on tho 
water, which Nelson told me was the Ban*ing- 
touia of Foi-ster ; and as I saw the Kini^again in 
the morning, and some men-of-war birds, I was 
led to believe that wc were not far from land. 

We continued constaully shipping B«.ias and 
baling, and were very wet and cold iu tho night; 
but I could not atlbrd tli^ allowance of rum at 
miy-break. 

Wednesday, 13 th.—At noon I had a sight of 
the sun, latitude 14® 17' S. ; course W. by N. 
Beventy-niiie^ miles ; longitude made 14® 28' W. 
All tins day we were constantly shipping water, 
and suifered much cold and sliivcrings in the 
night. 

Thursday, 14th.—Fresh gales at S. E., and 
gloomy weather, with rain afld a high sea. At 
bix in the morning we saw laud, from Si. W. by S, 
eight leagues, to N, W. by W. ^ W. six leagues, 
wdiicli soon after appoare<J to be four islands, one 
of them much larger than the othoi’s, and all of 
them high and roiiuu'kablo. At noon, we disco¬ 
vered a small ialayd and some rocks, bearing 
N. W. by N. four leagues, and another island Vy* 
eight Iciigues, so that tho whole were six in num¬ 
ber ; tho four I had first seen bearing from S. -J E, 
to S. W. by S. ; our distance three leagues from 
the nearest island. My latitude observed was 
13® 29' S.. and longitude by account, from Tofoa, 
15“ 49' W. ; coumr, since yesterday noon, N. 63“ 
W., distance eighty-nine miles. At four in the 
afternoon we passed tho westernmost island. 

•Friday, I5th.—At one in the morning anottier 
island was discovered, bearing W. N. W., five 
leagues distance, and at eight we saw it for 
tho last time, bearing N. E. fieven leagues, A 
number of gaunets, boobies^ and mei^of-war birds 
wore seen. 

These islands lie between the latitude of 13" 16' 
and r4" 10' S. : their longitude^ according to my 
reckoning, 15" 61' to 17“ 6' W. from the island 
To foa The largest island 1 judg ed to be about 

♦ By making a proportional allowanco for tho orror 
afterwards found In tho dead reckoning, I cstiftaato the 
longitude of these isleada to beiKgxn 167^ X B. to 108* 
34' £. from Qreenwioh. . 







twenty leagues iu circuit, the others five or six. 
The easternmost is the smallest island, and most 
romarkahlc, ha ving a liigh sugar-loaf bill. 

The sight of those islands served only to in¬ 
crease the iniscry of our situation. Wc vjfcro 
very Uttlo better than starving, -with plenty in 
view ; yet to attempt procuring any relief was 
attended With so much danger, that prolonging 
of life, even in the midst of ntiser>', was Ihotjgbt 
' preferable, while there remained hojies of being 
able to surmount our hardsuips. For iny own 
I part, I consider the general run of cloudy and 
wet weather to be a blessing of rrovidence. Hot 
weather would have caused iis to havt^ dicul with 
thirst; and probably, being so constantly cover(i<l 
with rain or sea protect».d us from*that dread¬ 
ful calamity. 

As I had nothing to assist my memory, I could 
not then determine wlurfcher these islands wc‘re a 
part of the New Hebrides or not : 1 believed 
them to be a new discovery, which I iftive Brace 
found truo ; hut, though they were not seen 
(dtherby Monsieur Bougainville or Captain Cook, 
they are so nearly in the neighbourhood of the 
New Hebrides, that they must be considered aB 
part of ^e same group. They arc fertile and 
inhabitiM^ia I saw smoke in several j^laees. 

The wind wsis at S. E., with rainy wiuithcr all 
day. Tho night was very dark, not a star couhl 
bo seen to steer b^', and the sea broke continually 
over us. I found it ncersHai*y to uountc'ract as 
much as possible the c^cet of the southerly wjndsj 
to prevent being driven too near New Guinea ; 
for in general wc wore forced to keep so much 
before the sea, that if wc had Jiot at intervals of 
moderate weather, steered a moAi southerly 
course, we should inevitiibly, from a continuance 
of the gales, have been thrown in sight of tliat 
coast: in w'hich case there would must probably 
have been an end to our voyage. 

Saturday, the IGtft.—In addition to our miso- 
rable allowance of one 2«'itli of a pound of bread, 
and a quarter of a pint of water, I isHued fur 
dinner about an ounce of salt pork to eatdi person. 
I was often solicited for this pork, hut 1 eon.siderc<l 
it more proper to issue it in STmill quantities than 
to suffer it to be all used at once or twice, which 
would have been done if I had allowed it. ♦ 

At noon I observed, in 13“ 33' S. ; longitude 
made from Tofoa, 19” 27' \V. ; course, N. W., 

; distance 101 miles. The sun breaking out through 
I tho clouds, gave us hopes of* drying our wet 
j clothes ; but the sunshine w’as of short duration. 

I Wo had strong breezes at S. K. by S., and dark 
gloomy weather, with storms of thunder, light¬ 
ning, and rain. The night was truly horrible^ 

, and not a star to be seen, bo that our stcernge 
I was micertain. 

I Sunday, tho 17th.—At dawn of day I found 
j every person complaining, and some of them 
I solicited extm allowance, which I positively rc- 
I fused. Our sitnation was n^serable ; always w'ct, 
j and buffering extreme cold in tho night, w ithout 
j the least shelter fNim the weather. Being cou- 
i Btantly obliged to bale, to keep the boat from 
: filling, was, perhaps, not to be reckoned an evil, 
as it gave us exercise. < 

The little rtmi we ha^ of great service : 
when our nights were particularly distressing, I 
generally served a tea-spoonful or two to each 


person: and it was always joyful tidings whaa 
they heal’d of my intentions. 

At noon a water-spout was very near on board 
of us. I issued an ounce of pork, in addition to 
tho allowance of bread and water ; but before we 
bc^an to cat every pemm stripped, and having 
wrung their- clothes tlirougli the sca-watcr, found 
much wai’mtli and refreshment. Course since 
Yesterday noon, W. S. W., distance 100 miles ; 
latitude, by account, 14“ IT S., and longitude 
made 21“ 3' W. 

The night was dark and dismal; the sea con¬ 
stantly breaking over us, and nothing but the 
wiml and waves to direct our steerage. It was 
my intention, if possible, to make New Ilollajid, 
to tho southward of Endeavour Straits, being 
sensible that it was iiecesBary to preserve such a 
situation as would make a southerly w’ind a fair 
one ; that we might range along the reels till an 
opening should be found into smooth water, and 
wc the ^looncr be able to pick up some refresh¬ 
ments. 

Monday, 18th.—In the morning tlio imn 
abated, when we stripped, and wrung our clothes 
tlirougii the sca-water as usual, wlnefi refreslujd 
us greatly. E^’ory person complained of violent 
pain in their bones ; 1 wfis only surprised that 
no one was yet laid up. The customary allowance 
of one 25th of a pound of bread, and a quarter of 
a i)int of water, was served at breakfast, dinner, 
and .supper. 

At noon 1 deduced my situatioji by account, for 
wo had iK^ glimpse of the* sun, to bo latitude 14“ 
.52' S. ; coui’se, since yestm’day noon, W, S. W., 
105 miles ; longitude made from Tofoa 22" 45' 
W. Saw laany boj)bieB and noddies, a sign of 
being in tliCj^neighboiirhuud of laml. In the night 
wo had very sttv(‘rc lightning, with heavy rain ; 
and were obliged to keep baling without intcr- 
mi.s.sion. 

Tuesday, 19th.—^Verybad weather and constant 
rain. A<t noon* latitude, l.*y aeeouiit, 13“ 37' S. ; 
course since yesterday, N. 81" W., distance 100 
miles ; longitude made 24" 33' W, With the 
allowance of bread and water, served half an 
ounce of pork to oacli per.son for dinner. 

Wednesday, 20th.—Fresh breezes E. N. E., 
with coiislaiit rain ; at times a deluge. Always 
baling. 

At da^vn of day, some of my people seemed 
half <lead : our appi^aranct^s were hori'ible ; and 
I could look no way, but I caught the eye of some 
one in distress. Extreme hunger was now too 
f vident, but no one suffered from thirst, nor had 
wc much incdiiiatifcn tc^ drink, that desire, per- 
hajis, being satisfied through the skin. Tho little 
sleep we got was in tho midst of water, and wo 
eonstaytly awoke with severe oraiups and pains in 
our bones. This morning I served about two 
tea-spooniula of rum to each person, and the 
allowance of broad and water as usual. At noon 
the sun broke out, and revived every one. 1 
found wc were in latitude 14“ 49' S. ; longitude 
made 25” 46' W. ; course S. 88“ distance, 
Beventy-fivo miles. * 

*■ All the afternoon we were so covered w’ith rain 
and salt water, that wo could scarcely see. We 
Buffered oxtremo cold, and every one dreaded tho 
approach of night. Sleep, though wo longed for 
it, afforded no comfort : for my own part I almost 
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I lived without it. About two o^clock in the moru- 
1 ing (Tuesday 2l8t) we wore overwhelmed with a 
dolu^fo of rain. It fell so heavy that wo were 
afraid it would fill the boat, and wero obliged to 
bale with all our might. At dawn of day I served 
a larger allowance of rum. Towards noon the 
rain abated and the sun shone, but wo W’cre 
miserably cold and wet, the sea breaking con¬ 
stantly over us ; so that, notwithstanding the 
heavy rain, wo had not been ablo to add to our 
j stock of fresh water. Latitude, by observation, 
■ 14® 29' S., and longitude made, by aecount fi-om 
; Tofoa, 27® 25' W.; course, since yesterday noon, 
N. 78® W., ninety-nine miles. I now •onsidcred 
in 3 -self nearly on a nieriduui with the cast part 
of New duinca. 

Friday,' 22nd.—Strong gales from £.S.£. to 
S.S.E., a high sea, and dark dismal night, 
j 0iir situation this day wiis extremely ealamitoiis. 
i We were obliged to take the course of the sea, 

. running right before it, and watching witji the 
j utmost cai*e, as the least error in the holm would 
: iu a moment havo been our destruction. 

At noon it blew very hard, tmd the foam of the 
sea kejit runuing over our stern and quarters j I 
however got projiped up, and made ai\ observa¬ 
tion of the latitude, in 14» 17" S. ; course N. 
85® W., distance 130 miles; longitude niado 29® 
38" W. 

The misery' w'c suffered this night exceeded the 
pn,;ceding. The sea ffew over us with great force, 
an<l kc})t us baling with horror and anxiety. At 
dawn of day (Saturday 2^rd) 1 found every one 
in a most disti'csscd condition, and I bt$gau to 
fear that another such night would put an end to 
the lives of soveral, who seemed no lunger able to 
Buppoil their sufferings. 1 sc^cd an allowance 
of two tea-sjjoonfuls of rum ; after drinking wdiich, 
I having W’rung our clothes, and taken our break¬ 
fast of bread and water, wo became a little re¬ 
freshed, 

I Towards noon the wcatlior bccamn fair, l^ut with 
j very little abatement of the gale, and tlie sea re- 
j inained equally high. Witli some difficulty I 
I observed the latitude to be 13° 44' S.: courso 
! since yesterday noon N. 74® W., distance IIG miles; 
longitude made 31“ 32' W. from Tofoa. 

Tho w'Did moderated iu the evening, and the w'ca- 
thcr lobked much better, which rejoiced all hands, 
BO that they ate their scanty allowance with more 
f^atisfiiction than for some time past. The night 
alwi was fair; but being always wet with tho sea, 
wt* Huffered much from the cold.—Sunday, 24th. 
1 A fine morning, I had tho pleasure to see, pro- 
I duce some cheerful countenance^ ; and, the first 
I finie for fifteen days past, we experienced comfort 
from the wamitli of tlie sun. We stripped, and 
^UJil^yOur clothesup to dry, which were by this time 
beqOi^o so tliroadbare,* that they would not l&cp 
out ei^er wet or cold. 

A^Jlbon I observed in latitude 13® 33' S,; longi- 
todo^j^ account, from Tofoa 33® 28' W.; course 
distance 114 miles. With tlio i^ual 
allowafoc© of bread and water for dinner, I served 
^n ounco of pork to each pey^son. This afternoon 
'ye had many birds about us which arc never seen 
iur from land, such os boobies and noddies-. 

As the sea began to run fair, and we shipped 
put littlo "Water, I took the opportunity to examine 
into tho state of our bread, and found, that accozd- 


ing to the present mode of issuing, tliere was a 
sufficient quantity remaining for twenty-nine days’ 
allowance ; by which time I hoped we should be 
ablo to reach Timor. But as this was very uncer¬ 
tain, and it was possible that, after alf, wo might 
be obliged to go to Java, I determined to propor¬ 
tion the allowance so as to make our stock hold 
out six "weeks, I apprehensive that this would 
be ill 1 ‘cceivcd, and that it would require my ut¬ 
most resolution to enforce it; for, small as tho 
quantity "was which I tiitendcd to tako away for our 
futuix) good, yet it might appear to my people like 
robbing them of life ; and some, who were less pa- 
ti(5ntthan their companions, I expected would very 
ill brook it. However on my representing the ne¬ 
cessity of guarding against delays that might be 
occasioned in ©ur voyage by contrary winds, or 
other causes, and promising to enlarge upon the 
allowance as wo got on, they cheerfully agreed to. 
my proposal. It was accordingly settled, tliat 
every pera^u should receive one twenty-fifth of a 
poun<l of bread for breakfast, and the same quan¬ 
tity for diimcr ; so tliat by omitting the proportion 
for. sujipur, w'o had forty-three days’ allowance. 

Monday, 25th,—At noon some noddies came so 
near to us, that ono of them v^as caught hy hand. 
This bird "Was about the sizo of a small pigeon. 
I divided it, with its entrails, into eighteen por¬ 
tions, and by a well-known method at sea, of. 
Who shall have this *'? it was distributed, with the 
allowance of bread and water for dinner, and eat 
up,bones and all, with salt water for sauce. I ob¬ 
served the latitude 13®32'S.; loi%itudo made 35® 
19' W.; course N. 89® W., distance 108 miles. 

In tho evening, several boobies flying very near 
to us, wc had#the good fortune to catch ono of 
them. This bird is os large as a duck: like tho 
noddy, it has receivod its name from seamen, for 
suffering itself to bo caught ou the masts and 
yards of ships. They are tho most prosumptivo 
proofs of being in tho neighbourhood of land of 
any sca-fowl we ore acquainted with. I directed 
the bird to be killed for supper, and the blood to 
be given to three of the pcojdo who were the 
most distressed for want of food. Tho body, with 
‘the entrails, beak, and feet, I divided into eighteen 
shares, and with aa allowanco of bread, which I 
mijde a merit of granting, wo made a good supper, 
compared with our usual fare. 

Tuesday, 26th.—Fresh breezes from the S.E., 
with fine "weatlicr. In Ae morning we caught 
another booby, so tliat Providence appeared to bo 
relieving our wants iu an extraordinary manner. 
^Towards noon, we passed a great many pieces of 
thc*branchcB of trees, some of which appeared to 
Iiavc been no long time in the water. I had a 
gooH obBervation for tho latitude, and found our 
situation to be in 13° 41' S.; longitude, by account, 
from Tofoa, 37® 13' W.; course S. 85® W., 112 
miles. Tho people wero overjoyed at tho addi¬ 
tion to their dinner, which* was distributed in 
the same manner as on^tho preceding evening; 
giving tile blood to those who were the moat m 
want of food. * 

* Ono ponton turns his bock on tho object that Is to be 
divided: another then points separat^y to the portions, 
at onch of them asking aloud. ** "Who tdtsll have this ? " to 
which the first answers by naming somebody. T^s im¬ 
partial method of division gives every man an equal chance 
of the best share. 
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To make the bread a little savoury, moat of the 
people frequently dipped it in salt water; hut I 
pencmlly broko-mine into ^mall piccoa, and ate it 
in my allowance of w^tcr, out of a eoeoa-nut 
ahell, with a spoon; economically avouUug tq Uke 
too large a pieco at a time, so that 1 was as long 
at dinner as if it had been a much more plentiful 
tneal. , 

Tho weather was now Bcrcne, which, never¬ 
theless, was not without i^j* iueonvenienees, for 
we began to feel distress of a different kind from 
that which we had lately been accustomed to 
suffer. The heat of the sun was so powerful, that 
several of the people wert' stayed wilb a languor 
and faintness, which niadi> life indifrercut.^ Wc 
; were so fortunate an to catch two hoohii*n in the 
evening; tlieir sfoniaclis contained several fl.^dng- 
tish and small cuttlc-fisli, all of which 1 saved to 
*be divided for dinner the next day. 

Wednesday, 27tli.—A fresh breeze ^at K.S. hi., 
with fair weather. Wc passed much drift-wootl 
this forenoon, and saw many bir<ls; 1 therefore 
did not hcsitat(i to pronounce tlui t wo were near 
the reefs of Now Holland. From my recoll(H*tton 
of Captain Cook’s />urvey of this coa.st, I con¬ 
sidered the direction of it to he N.W., arul I wjjs 
therefore satisfied that, with the wind to the south¬ 
ward of E., 1 could always clear any dangers. 

At noon, I ohsorvotl in latittule I.'V' 20' S.; 
course since yesterday N. 82“ W., distanite 109 
miles; longitude made 39“ 4' W. After writing 
nay account, I ^vided the two birds witli tl)*,ir 
entrails, and the contents of their maws, into 
eighteen portions, and, as tlie prize, was a very 
valuahlc one, it was divided as before, by calling 
out, Who shall have this? so that f6-dny, wilh tlie 
allowance of n twenty-fifth of a jKjund of Inv'ud 
at breakfast, and another at dinner, with the pro¬ 
portion of water, I was liap])y to see that every 
person thought he had feasted. 

In the evening, wo saw a gannet; and the 
clouds remained so fixed in the w^.^st, that I hu<l 
little doubt of oui» being near Iluj land. The 
people, after taking tht;ir allowance of wat<'r ibr 
supper, amused themsolvcH with conversing on 
the probability of Avhat w'c should find. 

Thursday, 28 th.—At ond in the morning, the 
person at the holm heard the sound of hroakers, 
and I no sooner lifted ui> my head, than I saw 
them close under our lcc>not more than a quarter 
of a mile distant from ns. I immediately hauled 
on a wind to the N.N.E., anff'in ten minutes’time 
we could neither see nor liear them. 

I have already mentioned my reason for making' 
New Holland so far to the southAvard: for I never 
doubted of numerous openings in the reef, throrgh 
which I could liave access to the shore : oml, 
knowing the inclination of tho coast to be to the 
N.W., and tho wind mostly to tlie southward of 
E., I could with ease range such a barrier of reefs 
till I should find a passage, which now became 
adiBolutely necessary, without a moment’s loss of 
time. The ide^of getting into smooth water, and 
finding refreshments, kept my peoidc^’s spirits up: 
their joy was y;e?y |reat after we Ijad got clear of 
the breakers^ 4oyvhxch we had approached muclr 
neare| than^ X'thought was possible, i.dthout first 
discoveriirigtlfetlt. 

In the^oimijig, Ut day-light, wo could see 
notlung of Hhv limd or of the reefs. Wc boro 
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away again, and at nine o’clock, saw the reefs. 
The sea broke furiously over every part, and we 
had no sooner got neat' to them, than tho wind 
came at E., so that wo could only lie along tho 
line of the breakers; within wdiich wc saw the 
water so smooth, that every person already anti- 
ri]>atccl tho hcart-fclt satisfaction ho should re¬ 
ceive, as soon as wc could get within them, I 
now found wo wei'c embaycil, for wo could not 
lie clear with the sails, the Avind having baek(Hl 
against us; and tho sea set in so heavy toAA^ards 
tlie reef, that our situation was becomo unsafe. 
We could (.‘fleet but little with the oars, having 
scarce sti^mgth to i>ull them; and 1 began to 
ap])rchend tliat we should bo obliged to attempt 
pushing over the j’cef. Even this 1 did not 
despair of elTecting with success, wh(‘U happily 
we discovered a break in the reef, about one mile 
from us, and at the same time an island of a 
moderate height within it, nearly in the same 
directftni, hearing W. | N, 1 enten'd the passage 
with a strong str<\im” rumiing to the westward, 
and found it about a quarttr of a niile broad, with 
(ivery appearance of deep Avater. 

On the outside, the reef inclined to the N.E. 
for a few miles, and from thence to fin? N.W.: on 
the. south .side of the entrance, it iiielined to the 
S.S.W. as far as 1 could sec it; and J eonjecturo | 
that a siinilai’ jAassage to this whitrh Ave now j 
(Uitered, may be found near the bi‘eakors that 1 I 
lirst discovered, which ar<J twenty-three miles S. ! 
of this channel. j 

Tk'ing now happily vithin tho reefs, and in I 
smooth water, 1 endeavoured to k(M‘p near th<Mn ' 
to try for fish; but the tide set us to tho N.W,, ' 
I therefore boro iiAvay in Hint dir<jrtuui, and, - 
huAuiig promised ‘to laud on the first convenient • 
spot Avc could find, all our past hardships seemed ' 
already to he furgothm. | 

My longitude, made by dead reckoning, from } 
the island Tofoa to our iiassago tlirongli tlu; i-eef, 
is ‘10'» <J0' W.' Provideptiiil Chaimel, T iniagim*, 
must lie very nosu'ly uiithu* tlie same meridian 
with our passagii; by Avhich it appears avo had 
outrun our reekoiiiiig 1“ 9'. 

Wt; now retunied Mod thanks for his gracious 
protection, and with much content took our mise¬ 
rable allowance of a twenty-fifth of a pound of 
bread, and a quai*ter of a pint of Avatcr, for 
diiinci'. 


CHAPTEU XVI. 

PROOUEftS Tf) TUB JTOHTim'AnD, AM)NO TUK. COAST iW NBW 
I10I.I.AND—liAND ON DIKKlCttK.NT ISUANOP, IN SEARCH OK 
.SIJPI’IAEH. 

we advanced within tlif» reefs, the coast began 
to show itself veiy distinctly, in a variety o£ high 
and low land; some parts of which were 
with wood. In our Avay towards the slio^ 
fell m Avitli a point of a reof which is copilected 
with that towards the sea, and heto wd came 
to a grapnel, and tried to catch fish, but bad 
no success. Two islafids lay about four miles to 
tho W. by N., and appeared eligible for a resting- 
place, if for nothing more; but on our approach 
to the nearest island, it jiroved to ho only ^ heap 
of stones, and its size too iuconsidorable to sheltei’ 
tho boat. We therefor© proceeded to the next, 
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which was closo to it and towards the main. On 
the N.W. aido of thia, I found a bay and a fine 
sandy point to land at. Our distance was about a 
quarter of a mile from a projectujjtr part of the 
main, which bore from S.W. by S,,to N.N.W. ^ W. 
We landed to examine if there were any si^ns of 
; the natives being near us : wc saw some old fiAj- 
: places, but nothing to make mo apprehend that 
this would bo an unsafe situation for the night. 
livery one was anxious to find something to cut, 
and it was soon discovered that there were oysters 
«>n these rocks, for the tide wtis out; but it was 
nearly dark, and only a few could be gathered. 1 
(lotemiined therefore to wait till the morning, 
when 1 should better know how to proceed, and 1 
directed that one half of otir eom]iany shoukl 
sleep on shore, and the other half in the boat. We 
would gladly have made a fire, but, ns wc could 
not accomplish it, wo took our i-cst for the night, 
wliich hap]»ily was calm and undisturbed. 

Friday, 2Utli.—The dawn of day brought^reator 
stituigth and spirits to us than I exi>eeted; for, 
notwithstanding every one was very weak, tluu’C 
a]>pcared Rtrength suffich'nt remaining to make mo 
conceive thcrfnost favourable hopes of our being 
able to surmount the dilViciilties w(} might yet have 
to Encounter. 

As there w'cre no appearances to make mo 
imagine th.ataiiy of the natives \v<.‘re near us, 1 sent 
irtit ]>arties in seai’ch of Hii]>j)HeH, while otlid’s of 
the i»eoplo wer<; putting tln^ Ixmt in <ir<lei’, tliat wc 
might be ready to go to sea in ease any unfon’seen 
(must; should make it necessary. One of tlic gud¬ 
geons of the I’udfUu* had coiue out in the »?(nirse of 
the night, and was lost. Thi^ if it had liappencd at 
sea,might have been attended with the ipost serious 
consiMiuencos, as the maiiagcraJiit of the boat could 
not have been so nicely preserved asHhese very 
heavy seas required. 1 liad been ai>prt!bensivc of 
this accident, and had in some nn^asiiro i»rt'pured 
lor it, ]>y having grummets fixed on each quarter 
of the boat for oars; hut our utmost reajjiu'sg in 
using them, would not pi'bbably have savtid u.s. It 
appears, therefore, a providential circumstanoe, 
that it happened in a place of safety, ainl that it was 
in uur power to ronwaly the defect; for by great 
:good luck we found a lai’go staple in the boat, 
j which answered the purjiosc. 

The parties returned, highly rejoiced at having 
found plenty of oysters ami frc’sh water. 1 had 
hIso made a fire, by the help of a email magnifying 
glass; anc^, what was still more fortunate, wo 
lound among the few things whicli hml been 
thrown into the boat and saved, a piece of brim- 
•‘*tono and a tinder-box, so Uiat l^eciired fire for 
the future. 

One of the people had been so provident as to 
bring away with him from the ship, a copper j>ot : 
hy being in po».sossiou*of this article wo were ena- 
hlod to make a proper use of the supply wo now 
obtained*; for, witli a mixture of bread, and a 
little pork, wo made a stew that might have been 
relished by people of far more delicate appetites, 
and of winch each person received a full pint. 

The general complaints disease among us, 

' a dizziness in the head, great wqjikness of 
the joints, and violoAt tenesmus; most of us hav- 
had no evacuation by stool since wo left the 
j ®nip. X had constantly a severe pain at my stomach; 
but non© of our complaints were alarming: on the 


contrary, every one retained marks of stren^h, 
lhat, with a nimd posnossc^d of a tolembl© share of 
fortitude, wicincd able to bear more fatigue than I 
imagined we should hhv^o undergo in our voyage 
to Timor. 

/fs 1 would not allow the peo]>le to expose them- 
selves to tlie heat of tlio sun, it being near noon, 
every one took bis allotnnmt of earth where it was 
shailed by the busies, for a short slcoj>. i 

The oysters which we found, grew so fast to the 
rocks, that it was with dilfieulty they could be I 
broktiii off; and at length we discovered it to be 
the most expeditious way to open them where they 
were fixed. They were of a gootl size, and well 
tasted. To add to this hap})y eireunistance, iii 
the hollow of tlie land there gr<>w sonic wire-grass, 
which indicatod a moist situation. On fonting a 
stick, about three feet long, into the ground, we 
found water, and with little trouble dug a well, 
Avhicli produced as much as oui’ occasions ro((uired. 
It was ve^y good, but I could not determine if it 
was a spring or not. We wore not obliged to make 
tlur well deep, for it flowed as fast we I’lnptied 
it; which, as the soil was apparently too loosii to 
ri’tain wah’c from the I'ains, renders it probable to 
be a spring. On the south sfde of the island, like¬ 
wise, wc found a small run t)f good water. 

Besides jilai'es where tires had been made, 
thi're were other signs of the natives sometimes 
resorting to this island. I saw two ill-constructed 
huts or wigwams, wliicdi liad only ouo side loosely 
c^vci’cd; and a pointed stiek was found, .about 
three feet long, with a slit in the end of it, to Bling 
stoue.s Avitb ; the same us the native’s of Van Die- 
nieif s Land use. 

The track tff some animal was very discernible, 
and Nelson agreed with mo that it was the kail- 
g.nroo; hut whether these animals swim over 
from the main-land, or arc brought lu're by the 
nati ves t o breed, it is impossible i < > determiae. The 
lath!!’ is not improbable ; as ili<‘y may bo taken 
with leas difficulty in a confined spot like this, than 
oil the continent. 

The island is about a league in circuit: it is a 
high lump of rocks and stones covered with wood ; 
hut the trees xiro small, the soil, winch is very 
indifterent and samly, being barely Buflicient to 
V>diK*e them. The trees that came within our 
nowledgt? were tlu) inaiichineal and a speciee of 
purow : also some palm-trees, tlio tops of which 
wo cut <lown, and the soft inb'i’ior part or heart 
of them was so ]>aljflahlo that it iiuide a good addi¬ 
tion to our mess. Nelson discovered some fern 
roqts, which I thought might he good roasted, as 
a substitute for bread, but in this 1 was mistaken: 
it ^owever was very serviceablo in it.s natural state 
to allay thirst, and on that acc’ount I directed a 
quantity to bi> collected to take into the boat. 
Many pioei’s of cocoa-nut shells and husk were 
found about the shore, but wp could find no cocoa- 
nut tree.M, neither did I see any on tho main 

I had cautioned the people not to touch any 
kind of betry or fruit that they might find; yet 
they were no sooner out of my sight, than they 
began to make free with throe different kinds, that 
»gi’tnv all over tho island, eating without any re¬ 
serve. The symptoms of having eaten too much 
began at Inst to frighten some of them; hut on 
questioning others, who had taken a more mode- 
rato allowance, their minds were a little quieted. 
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ThI others, however, became equally alarmed in 
their turn, dreadinj; that such symptoms would 
come on, and that they were all poisoned, so that 
they regarded each othcr%ith the stn»ngcst marks 
of apprehension, uncertain what would bo the issue 
of their imprudence. Fortunately the fruit i>roVed 
wholesome and good. One sort grew on a small 
delicate kind of vine; they were^thc size of a largo 
gooseberry, and very like in substance, but had 
only a sweet taste: the skin was a pale red, streaked 
with yellow the long way of tlic fruit: it was plea¬ 
sant and agreeable. Another kind grew on bushes, 
like that which is called the sea-side grajjo in the 
West Indies; but the fruit was very different, 
being more like elder-berries, and grew in clusters 
in the same manner. The thinl sorfc’wjis a black¬ 
berry ; this was not in such pk?nty as the others, 
and resembled a bullace, or large kind of sloe, both 
in size and tastt^ WIhsi 1 saw that these fruits 
were eaten by the birds, I no longer doubted of 
their being wholesome, and those who hAd already 
tried the experiment, not finding any had effect, 
made it a ci^rtointy that wo might cat of them 
without danger. 

Wild ])igcons, parrots, and other birds, were 
about tlic summit of the island, but, having no 
fire-arms,relief of that kind was not to be expected, 
unless we should find some unfrequented spot 
where the birds were so tame that we might take 
them witli our hands. 

The shore of this island is very rocky, except 
the placo at which we landed, and here I picked 
up many pieces of pumicc-stonc. On the part of 
the main nearest to us, were several sandy bays, 
which at low-water became an oxteuBive rocky 
flat. The country had rather a barrui appcaraiico, 
except in a few places where it was covered with 
wood. A ^ema^kabl<^ range of rocks lay a few 
miles to the S.W., aiid a high peaked liill seemed 
to terminate the coast towa^s the sea, with islands 
to the southward, A high fair capo showed tho 
direction of tho coast to tho N.W., about seven 
leagues distant; and two small isles lay three or 
four leagues to the northward of our present 
station. 

I saw a few bees or wasps, and several lizards; 
and the blackberry bushes were full of ants’ ncsta, 
webbed like a 'spider’s, but so close and coinpqpt 
as not to admit the rain. A trunk of a tree, about 
50 foot long, lay on the beach; from which I con¬ 
clude that a heavy sea sets in here, with a north¬ 
erly wind. ’■ 

This day being the anniversary of the restora¬ 
tion of king Charles the Second, and the name not 
being inapplicable to our present situation (for wo 
were restored to fresh life and strength^, I named 
this Restoration Island; for I thought it probable 
that Captain. Cook might not have taken notice of 
it. The other names which I have presumed to 
give the different parts of the coast, are meant 
only to show my roufe more distinctly. 

At noon, I observed t^o latitude of the island 
to be 12“ 31V S.; our course having been N, 66 W“., 
distance 18 mIleA from yesterday noon. The wind 
was at E.S.E., with very fine weather. 

In the afternoon, ! sent jiaistios out again to. 
gather oysters, with which and some qf tho inner 
part ot the palm top, we made another good stow 
for supper, each i|>er8on receiving a full pint and a 
half; but I rofui^ bread to this meal, fo** I con¬ 


sidered that our wants might yet bo very great, 
and was intent on saving our principal support, 
whenever it was in my power. After supper, we 
again divided, and those who were on shore slept 
by a good fire. 

Saturday, 30tli.—In tho morning, I discovered 
a visible alteration iu our company for the better, 
and I sent them away again to gather oysters. We 
had now only two pounds of pork left. This article, 
which I could not keep undci* lock and key as I 
did the bread, had b<^en pilfered by some incon¬ 
siderate person, but every one denied having any 
knowledge of this act; I therefore resolved to put 
it out of their power for tho future, by sharing 
what remained, for our dinner. 'While the party 
was out picking up oystt^rs, I got the boat in 
readiness for sea, and filled all our water vessels, 
which amounted to nearly 60 gallons. 

The party being ri'turncd, dinner was soon 
ready, which was as plentiful a meal as tho supper 
on theI.preceding evening, and with tho pork I 
gave an allowance of bread. As it was not yet 
noon, I sent the people once more to gather oysters 
for a sea store, reoommeiuling to them to be as 
diligent as possible, for tliat 1 was determined to 
sail in the aftcnioon. 

At noon, I again observed the latitude 12“^n' 
S.; it was then liigh-watcr, the tide had risen thnuj 
feet, but I could not be eortaiii from whence tho 
flood came. I deduce the time of high-water at 
full change to be ten minutes past seven iu the 
morning. 

Early in the aftcriiooi^ the peoyde returned with 
j the lew oysters that they had collected, and every 
I thing wa.s put into Ac boat. I thiui ex.arnineJl 
tho quantity of bread remaining, and found thirty- 
eight days’*allowance, according to the last iuo<lo 
of issuing 1 25th of a pound at breakfast and at 
dinner. 

Fair weather, and moderate breezes at E.S.E, 
and S.E. I 

Being rcady« for sea, I direcU?d every person to 
attend prayers. At Ibui*'o’clock we were prejmr- 
! ing to embark ; when about twenty of the natives 
j apjieared, running and hallooing to us, on the 
opjiosite shozxj. Th(‘y were each armed with a 
8j>ear or lanc(^, and a short weapon which they 
carried in their left hand: tlicy made signs for us 
to come to them. On the top of the hills wo saw 
the heads of many more: whether these were their 
! wives and children, or others who waited for our i 
landing, meaning not to show therasclves, Icat wo j 
might be iiitiniidutod, I cannot say ;*bnt, as i j 
j found we were discovered to be on the coast, 1 | 
i thought it pru^pnt to make the best of our way, ' 
for fear of being pursued by canoes; though, from j 
the accounts of Captain Cook, the chance was that | 
there were very few if any of consequence on any j 
parif* of tho coast. I passt^ these people as near I 
as I could with safety : they were naked, and ap- 1 
parcntly black, and their hair or wool bushy and 
short. 

I directed my course within two small islands ^ 
that lie to the north of Restoration Island, passing ^ 
between them and tlm main land, towards Fair ; 
Cape, with a strong tide in iny favour ; so that I 
was abreast of it by eight o’clock, Tho coast wo ! 
passed was high and woody. As I could see no 
land without Fair Cape, I concluded that tlie coast : 

1 incUnod to tho N.W. and "W.N.W.; 1 tlierefore i 
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stnerod more towards tho W.; but by clovon 
c»^clock at night wo mot with low land, which 
inclinod to tho N.E.; and at three oVloekin the 
morning I found that we were embayed, which 
obliged us to stand back for a sliort time to the 
southward, 

Sunday the 31st.—At day-break, I was cxccotP- 
iiigly surprised to find the aiii)earanco of tho 
country eiitii'oly changed, us if in the course of 
liu' night we had been transported to another 
part of the world ; for we had now a low siiudy 
coast in view, with very little verdure, or any 
thing to indicate that it was at all liabitahlo to a 
lunnaii being, except a few patches of smuU trees 
or brushwood. 

Many small islands wore in sight to the N.E., 
about six mile.s distant. The K. part of the main 
bore N. four miles, and Fair Cape S.S.E. five or 
six leagues. I took the channel between the 
nearest island and the main-land, which wore 
about one mile apart, leaving all the mslands 
on the Rtsirboard side. Sonu^ of tlicsc were very 
pretty spots, covered with wood, and well situated 
for fishing: large shoals of lisli wt^ro about us, 
hut wo coubhiiot catch any. In jjassiiig this strait 
wc saw another jjarty of Indians, seven ii» num- 
! her, running towards us, shouting and making 
! signs for us to land. Some of them waved green 
I branches of the hushe.s which wei'o near them, as 
t a token of fricndshii) ; but sentu? of their otlier 
motions were less frienclly. A little farther >ve 
a larger j)arty,w ho likewise camtj towards uh. 
1 therefore dotennined iiyt to lan<l,though 1 nmcli 
wished to have ha<l some intercouree w?tli these 
peojdc. Nevertlndoss 1 laid the boat close to tho 
rocks, and beckoned to thorn to approach ^but none 
of them would come within twb hundred yfirda of 
us. They wa're annod in the same mahner as tho 
l)eoplc wo had seen from lU?8torati(ui Island ; tlu'y 
were stark naked, their colour black, with short 
j bushy hair or wool, and in their app<*a.ranco 
I were similar to them in t:v«Ty res];i*et. ^n Island 
j of a good height bore N. J- W., four iiiilos from us, 

! at which I resolved to laud, and from theiicc to 
! take a look at the coast. At this isle w'e arrived 
about eight o’clock in the morning. The shore 
was rocky, but the water was smooth, and w’c 
lauded without difficulty. I sent two parties out, 
one to the northward, and the other to the south¬ 
ward, to seek for supplies, and others I onlered 
I to stay hy the boat. On this occjision,fatigue and 
. weakness so far got the better of tlu‘ir sense of 
! ‘lutyj that some of the people expressed their dis- 
_ content at having w'orked harder than their com- 
[ paniona, and declared that thej; would rather ho 
1 without their dinner than go in search of it. One 
person, in particular, went so far as to tell me, 
w^ith a mutinous lool^ that he was as good a man 
as mystjlf. It was not possihlo for me to Judge 
where this might have an end, if not stopped in 
time ; therefore to prevent such disputes hi future, 
1 determined either to preserve my command, or 
die in the attempt: and, seizing a cutlass, I Crdcr- 
^d him to take hold of another and defend liiin- 
”<df; on which lie called jut that I was going to 
kill him, and immediately made concessions. I 
did not allow this to interfere furth<^ with the 
hannony of tlio ''oat’s crew, and every tiling soon 
^came quiot. 

The parties continued collecting wlmtthcy cjuld 


find, which were some fine oysters and clams, and 
a few small dog-fish that were caught in tlie holes 
of the rocks. Wc also found some rain-water in 
th<? hollow of the rocks, dii the north part of tho 
island, so that of this essential article we were 
again so fortunate as to obtain a full supply. 

After regulating the mode of procecdingi I 
walked to the Inghpst jiart of the island, to con¬ 
sider our route for the night. To my sui^irisc, no 
more of the main-land could ho kcou here than 
from below, the nortffcrimiost paH in sight, which 
was full of sand-hills, hearing W. by N., about 
three leagues. Except tho isb*s to the E.S.E. 
and S., that wc had passed, I could only discover 
a sinull key N.W. by N. As this was consider¬ 
ably farther Ibom the main than the spot on which 
wc were at present, I judged it would be a more 
secure resting-place for the night ; for hero we 
were liable to an attack, if the Indians had canoes, 
as they undoubtedly must liave observed our land¬ 
ing. My bciind being made up on this point, I 
returned, after hiking a jiarticular look at the 
island we were on, which 1 found only to produce 
a few bu.slK‘B, and some coars(^ grass ; tho extent 
of the whole not being two miles in circuit. On 
the north sidd! in a sandy* bay, I saw an old 
canoe, about thirty-three feet long, lying bottom 
upwards, and half buried in tho beach. It w-as 
nuwle of throe piccc.s, the bottom enfire, to wliich 
the sides were sewed in the common way. It had 
a sharp projecting ])row rudely carved, in re- 
scynblaiice of the hoa<l of a fish ; the extreme 
breadth was about three feet, and I imagine it 
was capable of carrying twenty men. Tho dis¬ 
covery of 80 large a canoe, confirmed mo in the 
purpose of seeking a more retired place for our 
night’s lodging. 

At noon, the partie.s were all returned, but had 
found much difficidty in gathering the oysters, 
from their close adh(*roiicc to tho rocks, and tho 
clams were scarce : I therefore saw, that it woidd 
be of Uttlo uKo to remain longer in this place, as 
wc should not be able to collect mort^ than wo 
could cat. I named this Sunday Island : it lies 
N. b^'^W. W. from licstomtion island ; the lati¬ 
tude, by a good ob.servatioii, 11 58' S, 

Wo had u fresh bwezo at S.E. by S., with fair 
W'e^^lher. At two o’clock in the afternoon, we 
dmed ; each person having a full jiint and a half 
of stewed oysfi^rs and clams, thickened with small 
beans, which Nelson informed me w'erc a species 
of doliclios. Havisg eaten heartily, an<l completed 
our water, I waited to determine the time of high- 
w'ater, which 1 found to be at three o’clock, and 
tlib rise of tho tide about five feet. According to 
this, it is high-water on the full and change, at 
iidietecii minutes past nine in the morning: I oh- ^ 
served tho fiuod to coino fixiin the southward,' 
though, at Restoration Island, I thought it came 
from the nortlnvard. I think Captain Cook men¬ 
tions that ho found great irfegularity in the set of 
the flood on this coast. 

We steered for the k?j scon in the N.W, by N., 
where wo arrived just at dark,'* but found it sosiir- 
rouudod by a reef of rocks, tlrnt 1 could not land 
without danger of staving the boat; niid on that 
account we came to a grapnel for the night, 

Monday, June the Ist.—^At dawn of dayfwe got 
on shore, and tracked the boat into shelter ; for 
tho wind blowing fresh without, and the ground 
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being roelcy, it was not safe to trust her at a 
grapnel, lest sho sliould bo blown to sea: I was, 
therefore, obliged to let her ground in the course 
of the ebb. From appoarahees, I expected that 
if wo remained till night we should meet with 
turtle, as we discovered recent tracks of tlfl^ra. 
Iimumerahio birds of tho noddy kind made this 
island their resting-place ; so that wo had reason 
to flatter ourselves with hopes dl g<*tting sniiplies 
in greater abiindanee than it had hitlu'rto bet'a in 
our power. Our situation wa.^at least four leagues 
distant from the main. Wo were on tiie north- 
westemmost of four small keys, whicli were sur¬ 
rounded by. a reef of rocks eounect(‘d by sand¬ 
banks, except between the two iK>rtb(?rmnost; and 
there likewise it was dry at low waiter ; tho whole 
forming a lagoon island, into which the tide flowed: 
at this entrance I kept the boat. 

As usual, I senrjiartios away in search of sup¬ 
plies, but to our grt;at disj|pi>oi«tmciit, we could 
only get a few clams anil some doliclfl).s: with 
these, aikd the oysters we had brought from Sun¬ 
day Island, I made up a mess for dinner, with 
the addition of a small <xuaiitity of bread. 

Towards noon. Nelson, and some others, who 
had been to the easternmost key,•returned; but 
Nelson was in so weak a eonditioii, that he was 
obliged to be supported by tw(» men. His com¬ 
plaint was a violent heat in his bowels, a loss of 
sight, much drought, and an inability to walk. 
This I found was oecasioiu-d by his bc‘ing unable 
to support the heat of the sun, and that, when ho 
was fatigued and faint, instcnid (»f retiring into the 
shade to rest, he had continued to uttemj)t more 
than his strength was eipial to. I was glad to 
And that ho had no fever ; and it was-now that, tho 
Jittlo wine, which I had so carefully j§iveil, became 
of real use. I gave it iu vt.'ry small quantities, 
with some pieces of hrcail soaked iu it; and 
ho soon began to recover. The hoatswaiu and 
carpenter also were ill, and complained of head- 
aeh, and sickuosa of the stomach, Others, Avho 
bad not liad any evacuations by stool, became 
shockingly distressed with the tenesmus ; so that 
there were but few \vithout complaints. An idea 
prevailed, that tho sickness of the boatswain and 
carpenter was occasioned by eating the doUclios. 
Myself, however, and some others, who had taken 
the same food, felt no inconvenience; hut the 
truth was, that many of the peo)>lo had eaten a 
large quantity of them raw, and Nelson informed 
me, that they wei*e constantly tvasing liim, when¬ 
ever a berry was found, to know if it was good to 
oat; 80 that it would not have been surprising if 
many of them had been really poisoned. 

Our dinner was not so well relished as at Sun¬ 
day Island, because we had mixed tho dolichois 
with our stew. The oysters and souji, however, 
were eaten by every one, except Nelson, whom I 
fed with a few email pieces of bread soaked iu half 
a of wine, and Im continued to mend. 

my walk round the^ island, I found several 
coooa-nut shells, the remains of an old wigwam, 
and the backs of *lwo turtle, but no sign of any 
quadruped. Ono of the people found three sea- 
fowl*B eggs. 

As is .<^|3[ppou on Buch spots, the sad is little 
othe^. yet it x>i'odQced email toa-trees, 

tliat we were not acquainted with, 
nsh iu the lagoon, but we could not 

catch any. Our wants, therefore, wore not likely 
to he supplied here, not oven with water for our 
daily expense; nevertheless, I determined to wait till 
the morning, that wo might try our success iu the 
night for turtle and birds. A quiet night’s rest 
also, I conceived, would be of essential service to 
those wlio were unwell. 

Tho wigwam and turtle shell, were proofs that 
the natives at times visited this place ; and that 
they had canoes, tho remains of tho large canoe 
that we saw at Sunday Island, left no room to 
doubt: but I did not apprehend that we ran any 
risk by remaining here a short time. I directed 
our fire, however, to he made in the thicket, that 
wc might not ho discovered by its light. 

At noon, I observed the latitude of this island 
to bo IT’ 47' S. The main-land extended towards 
the N. W.,aiid was full of white sand-hills : another j 
small island lay within us, bearing W. by N. ^ N.,; 
,three leagutjs distant. Our situation being very low, 1 
we eoul^ see imthing of the reef towards tlu^ sea. j 
Thti afternoon was advantageously sjient in sleep. | 
There were, however, a few not disposed to it, and ' 
those were employed iu dressing some clams to i 
take with us for tlie next day’s dinner : others | 
MX* cut up in slices to dry, which J knew M*as the | 
most valuable supply wc could find here ; but. 
they M’cre very scarce. | 

Towards evi'iiing, J cautioned every one against ‘ 
making too large a tire, or suft'erlng it after dark ! 
to blaze up. Mr. Samuel and Mr. Feekover had ' 
the superintendence of this business, M-liile I was ' 
strolling about the beach^to observe if 1 thought i 
it could IKj Hceu from the'inaiii. 1 was just satis- “ 
tied that it eould not, wlum on a sudden the island . 
appeared all in a blaze, that might have been dis- ; 
corned at a much iiRirc cousidiirablo distance. 1 i 
ran to loari.^ the cause, and found that it was occa- : 
sioned by the imprudence and obstinacy of one 
of the party, who, iu my absenee, had insisted on ! 
having a fire to himself; in making whicli the ’ 
flames caught the neighbouring grass and repidly , 
sjiroatl. This misconducf might have jiroduced : 
very serious consequences, by discovering our j 
situation to tho natives ; for, if they had attacked ! 
us, we had neither arms nor streiigtli to oppose j 
an enemy. Thus the relief wliioh I oxx>ceted 
from a little sleep was totally lost,and I anxiously 
waited for the flowing of tlie tide, that we might 
])roccod to sea. 

It was high-water at half j)ast five this evening, 
M'hcnce I deduced the time, on the full and change 
of tho moon, to he 511' jiast ten in the morning: 
.tho rise was neai’ly five feet. I could not observe 
tlie set of the flood ; but imagined it to come from 
the southward, and that I was mistaken at Jlcsto- 
ration Island, as 1 found tho time of high-water 
gradually later the more wc advanced to tho north¬ 
ward.'' 

At Kestoration Island, high-water, 
full and chango . . . . . 7** 10^ 

Sunday Island.9 111 

Here.10 58 

After eight o’clock, Mr. Samuel and Mr. Peck-, 
over went out to watch, for turtle, and three men 
^ Avent to the east key to endeavour to catch birds. 
All the otliers complaining of being sick, tof^ their , 
rest, except Mr. Hayward and Mr. l^phinston,. 
whom I directed to keep watch. About midnight 
the bird pariy rotumod, with only twelve noddieSj | 


epo*^ 
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birds which I have already described to bo about I concluded that there is not a continued harrier 


the size of pigeons ; but if it had not been for the 
folly and obstinacy of one of the party, who sepa¬ 
rated from the other two, and disturbed the birds, 
they might have caught a great number. I was 
so much provoked at my plans being thus defeat¬ 
ed, that I gave this offender* a good beating. ,I 
now went in search of the turtling party, who had 
taken great pains, but without success. This did 
not surprise me, as it w'as not to he expected that 
turtle would come near us, after the noise which 
had been made at the bugiuning of the cvcuiiig in 
extinguishing the fire. 1 therefore desired them 
to conic back, hut they retpii^sted to stay a little 
longer, as they still hoped to find some ]>clore day¬ 
light : however, they returiuKl by three o^cloek, 
U'itliout any reward for their labour. 

The bircLi we half Jn.*ssed, that they might keep 
the bettor ; and these, with a few ehiins, made tlio 
W'hole of the sup])ly i)rocnred lu re. 1 tit‘d a few 
gilt buttons and some ])ieeea of iron to a ^*ee, for 
any of the lutives that might come afttT ns ; and, 
finding my invalids much better for their night's 
rest, wo cmliarketl, and departed by dawn of day. 
Wind at S.K. ; ctmrse to the N. by W. 

Tuesday, ‘2nd.—When we had run two Icagiu'S 
to the uortiiward, the sea suddenly beeamo rough, 
which not having before ex|H‘ri«.-need since wo 
were within the reefs, I concluded lo be occa¬ 
sioned by an open channel to the ocean, iSoou 
afterwards, wo met with a large shoal, oi»winch 
were two saiuly keys ; between these a ml two 
otliei’S, hmr mifes to file west, 1 pa.sHed on to the 
northward, the st'a still Autinning to Ixi j’ough. 

Towards nooti, I fell in with six other ki;ys, 
most of which pi-oduccMi some small trees and 
brush-wood, The.so furnied ^ jileasiAg contrast 
witli the main-land we had passed, ^whioh was 
full of sand-liillH. The country coutuiue<l hilly, 
and the northeruino.st land, the siinio we had seen 
from the lagoon island, appeared like downs, slop¬ 
ing towards the sea. Nearly aln*ojpt t)f ns, was a 
tIat-toj)pcd hi^l, which account of its^hape, 1 
called Puddiug-pau hill ; and a little to the m»rtli- 
ward were two other hills, which we called the 
i^ps ; and here was a small tract of country witli- 
out wind, the eastern part of which h)rmH a cape, 
wheneo the coast iiielines to the N,\V, by N, 

I divided six birds, and issued one 'iotli of a 
pound of broad, with half a jHiit of water, ti) each 
person for dinner, and I gave half a glass of wine 
to Nelson, who w’as now so far recovered as lo 
fwjuirc no other indulgence. 

The gunner, when ho left tho ship, ])ronght his 
vatch with him, by wlneli wo had I’egulated our 
time till to-day, when unfortunAtcly it stopped ; 
BO that‘noon, sun-riHt', and sun-set, are the only 
parts of the twenty-four hours of which from 
henceforward I can* speak with certainty <ms to 
time. 

I The wind blew fresh from tho S.S.E. and S.E. 
all the afternoon, with fair weather. As we stood 
to the N. by W., wo found more sea, wlitch 1 
attrihutod to our receiving less shelter from tlic 
reefs to the castw'ard : it is probable they do not 
oxtend so far north as this; at least it may be 

! — ___ M _ 

I * llobort Ijamb.—This man, when ho ciime to Java, ao- 
j knowledgod he luid eaton nine birtb raw, after ho bcpa- 
j rated fxxun hie two coxnponloua 


to prevent shipping having access to the shore, 
I obsei-vcd that the stream set to the N.W., whitdi 
I considered to be tlie flood. In some places 
along the coast we saw patches of wood. At five 
o’cWk, steering 1 k> the N.W,, we passed a large 
and fair inlet, into wdiich, I imagine, there is a 
safo and commodious entrance ; it lies in latitude 
Ho S. About tlA’cc leagues to the northward of 
this is an island at which wc arrived about sun¬ 
set, and took shelto# for thc^ night under a sandy 
point, which was the only j>art wc could land 
at. This being rather a wild situatior^ 1 thought 
it best to 8l(‘c^) ill the boat: noverthtdess I sent a 
party away to see if any thing could be got, but 
tlu‘y returned without success. Tliey saw a great 
number of turtle bones and shells, where the 
natives had teen feasting, and their last visit 
seemed to lx; of late date. Tlio island was covered 
with wood, but in other respects it was a lump of 
rocks. • 

Wednesday, 3i\l.—We lay at a gi-apind till day¬ 
light, with a very fiN^sh gale and cloudy weather. 
Wo continued stoei^ing to the N. W. Several 
islands and keys were in sight to the northward : 
tile most northerly island was mountainous, hav¬ 
ing oil it a very high round hill ; and a smaller 
was romarkahle for a single peaked hill, I w’a» 
now tolerably certain that wo should be clear of 
Noiv liolland in the afternoon. 

Ak an addition to our dinner of broad and water, 
I Slaved to each person six oysters. 

* A t tw<» o’clock in tho afternoon, as wo were 
Ktoering to the S.W., tow'ords iho westernmost 
])ai*t of tho land in sight, we fell in with soino 
iargt* saud-hmiks that run off from the coast: 1 
therefore ealR‘d this Shoal Cape. Wc were obliged 
to steer to the northward again, till we got round 
tho shoals, when I directed lh(5 course to tho W. 

At four o’clock, the westernmost of the islands 
to the northward here N. four leagues; Wednes¬ 
day Island E, by N. five leagues ; and Shoal Cape 
S.Dk by E. two leagues. A small islaud was seen 
beai'ing W., at which we arrived before <lark, and 
found that it was only a rock where boobit'S resort, 
for wliieli reasim J called it Booby Ishiud. Here 
terminated the rocks and shoals of .tho N. part of 
New Holland, for, except Booby Island, no land 
setm to tho westward of S., after three o’clock 
this aftei'iioon. 

CIIAI’TER XVII. 

mow new Holland to the island timoiv—arsiyk 

AT COCPANO—ItKCEmON THKAE. 

♦OiV Wednesday, June 3rd, at eight o’clock in 
tho cviniing, wc oucij more launched into tho 
open ocean, Mistjrable as our situation was in 
every respect, I was secretly surprised to see that 
it did not appear to affect imy one so strongly as 
myself; on the contrary, it seemed os if they had 
embarked on a voyage fio Timor in a vossel suf- 
flcieiitly calculated for safety convenience. 
So mucli confidence gave mo great pleasure, and 
I may venture to assert, that to this cause our 
preservation is c!iieHy to bo attributed. 

I cncoutaged every one with hopes eight 
or ten days would bring us to a land of safety $ 
and, after praying to God for a continuance of 
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bia most gracious protection, I served an allow- 
anc© of water for supper, and directed our course 
to the W.S.W., to counteract the soutlierly winds, 
in case they should blow strong. 

Wo hod been just six days on the coast of New 
Holland, in the course of whicli*we found oysters, 
a few clams, some birds, and water. But per¬ 
haps a benefit nearly equal to this wc received, 
by having been relieved from the fatigue of being 
constantly in the boat, and enjoying good I'cst at 
night. These advantages cej<-ainly pi-citcrved our 
lives ; and small as the supply was, I am very 
sensible how much it alleviated our distresses. 
By this time nature must have sunk under the 
extremes of hunger and fatigue. Some would 
have ceased to struggle for a life t'lat only pro¬ 
mised wretchedness and misery ^ and others, 
though possessed of more bodily strength, must 
soon have followed thcii* unfortunate comjiauions. 
Even in our present situation, wo were most de¬ 
plorable objects ; but the hopes of a speedy relief 
kept up our spirits. For my own part, incredible 
as it may ajipear, I felt neither extreme hunger 
nor thirst. My allowance contented me, knowing 
that I could have no more. 

Thursday, 4tli.—I*servcd one 25th of a pound 
of bread, and an allowance of water for breakfast, 
and the same for dinner, with an addition of six 
oysters to each person. At noon, latitude observed 
10" 48' S. ; course since yesterday noon, S. Bio W., 
distance Ill miles ; longitude, by account, from 
Shofil Cape, 45' W. A strong trade wind at 
E.S.E., with fair weather. 

This day we saw a number of w'atcr-siiakes, 
tliat were ringed yellow and black, an<l towards 
noon we passed a great deal of rock-^ecd. Though 
the weather was fair, we were constantly 8hipi>ing 
water, which kept two men always employed to 
b^e the boat. 

Friday, 5tli.—^At noon I observed in latitude 
10** 45' S.; our course since yesti'rday W. ^ N., 
108 miles; longitude mado 3® 35' AV. Six oysters 
were as yestenlay served to each man, in addition 
to the usual allowanco of bread and water. 

In the evening a few boobies came about us, 
one of which I caught with my hand. The blood 
was divided among throe oj the men who were 
weakest, but the bird I ordered to be kept for 
our dinner the next day. Served a quarter of h 
pint of water for supper, and to some, who were 
most in need, half a pint. In the courso of the 
night, being constantly wet wi^ the sea, wo suf¬ 
fered much cold and shiverings. 

Saturday, 6tli.—At day-light I found that some 
of the clams, which had been hung up to dry for 
sea-store, were stolen ; but every one solemnly 
denied liaving any knowledge of it. This foia^- 
nooii wo saw a gannet, a sand-lark, and some 
water-snakes, which in general were from two 
to three feet long. 

The usual allowance of bread and water was 
served for breakfast, and tho same for dinner, 
with the bird, which I distributed in the usual 
way, of Who shall have this ? I proposed to make 
Timor about the ktitudo of 9» 30' S.,or 10“ S. At 
noon I observed the latitude to be 10* 19' S. ; 
course N. 77“ W., distance, 117 ihilcs; longitude 
made fenm the Shoa)l,jCape, the north ptfrt of New 
Holland, 5" 31' W. ‘ ^ ^ 

^In tho^aftflpioon X took an opportunity of 

examining our storo of bread, and found re¬ 
maining nineteen days* allowance, at the former 
rate of serving one 25th of a pound threo times 
a day: therefore, as I saw every prospect of a 
quick passage, I again ventured to grant on allow¬ 
ance for supper, agreeable to my promise at the 
time it was discontinued. 

We passed tho night miserably wet and cold, 
and in tho morning I heard heavy complaints. 
The sea was high and breaking over us, I could 
only afford the allowance of bread and w’ater for 
bi*eakfaBt; but for dinner I gave out an ounce of 
dried chu^ to each person, which was all that 
remained. 

At noon I altered the courso to tho W.N.W,, 
to keep more from the sea, as tho wind blew 
strong. Latitude obser^-'cd 9“ 31' S.; courso N. 
57« W., distance, ciglity-cight miles ; longitude 
made 6“ 46' W. 

The sea ran very liigh all this day, and wc had 
frcqueqf showers of rain, ao that we were con¬ 
tinually wet, and suffered much cold in the night. 
Mr. Ledward, the surgeon, and Lawrence Lebogue, 
an old hardy seaman, appeared to ho giving way 
very fast. I could only assist theip by a tea¬ 
spoonful or two of wine, which I had carefully 
saved, expecting such a melancholy necessity. 

Monday, 8th.—AVindat S.E, Tho weather was 
more moderate than it had been for some days 
I»ast. A few gannots were seen. At noon I ob¬ 
served' 8‘* 45' S. ; course W. N. W. J AV., lOG 
inile^i ; longitude made 8“ 23' W. The sea being 
smooth, I steered W. by S. 

At four in tho afterdooii wc caught a small 
dolphin, which was the first relief of the kind that 
wo obtained. I issued about two ounces to each 
person, iiicl'iuding tjlie offals, and saved tho ro- 
inaiiider for dinner the next day. Towards even¬ 
ing the wind freshened, and it blew strong all 
night, so that w'c shipiied much water and suffered 
greatly from the wet and cold. i 

Tuesday, 9tli^—At day-light as usual I heard 
much cdmjilaiuing, wliiclf my own ^feelings con¬ 
vinced me was too well founded. I gave the sur¬ 
geon and Lebogue a little wine, but 1 could afford 
them 110 farther relief, except encouraging them 
with hopes that a very few days longer, at our pre¬ 
sent fine rate of sailing, would bring us to Timor. 

Gannets, boobies, men of war and tropic birds, 
were constantly about us. Scrvinl the usual 
allowance of bread and water, and at noon we 
dined on the remains of the dolphin, which 
amounted to about an ounce per man. 1 observed 
^tlio latitude to be 9“ 9' S.; longitude made 10“ B' 
W .; course, since yesterday noon, S. 76“ AV.; 
distance 107 mileS. 

This afternoon 1 suffered great sickness from 
the nature of part of the stomach of tho fish, 
whick had fallen to my shara at dinner. At sun¬ 
set I served an allowance of bread and water for 
supper. ► 

AVednesday, iOth.—In the morning, after a very 
comfortless night, there was a visible alteration 
for the worse in many of the people ; which gave 
me great apprehensions. An extreme weakiicBS, j 
swelled legs, hollow an'fl gliastly countenances, a 
more than* common inclination to sleep, with an 
apparent debility.of understanding, seemed to me 
the melancholy presages of an approacliing disso¬ 
lution. The surgeon and Lebogue in particular. 
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were most miserable objects. I occasionally ^vo 
tliem a few tea-spoonfuls of wine, out of tlio littlo 
that remained, which greatly assisted them, Tho 
hopes of being able to accomplish the voyage was 
our principal support. The boatswain very inno¬ 
cently told me, that he really thought 1 looked 
worse than any one in the boat. The simplicity 
with which he uttered such an opinion amused 
me, and 1 returned him a better compliment. 

Our latitude at noon, was 9“ ! G' S. Lungitudo 
from the north part of New Holland, 12® 1' W. 
Course since yesterday noon, W. ^ S., 111 miles. 
Birds and rock-weed showed that we wore not far 
from land ; but 1 expected such signs here, as 
there arc many islands betwtuiii the east i)art of 
Timor and New Guinea. The night was more 
moderate than the last. 

Thursday, 11th. Every one received the custo¬ 
mary allowance of bi'ead and water, and an extm 
allowance) of water was given to those who wenj 
moat ill need. At noon 1 observed in ^titude 
9" 4r S. ; course S. 77“ W., distance 109 miles ; 
longitude made 1 ll® 49' W. I bad little doubt of 
having now' passed the meridian of the eastern 
part of which is laitl clown in 128“ E. This 

diffused iinivemil j8y and satisfaction. 

In tho afternoon, we 'saw ganiiete, and many 
other birds, and at sunset we kept a very anxious 
look-out. in tbc evening we caught a booby, 
which 1 rcsei'vcd for our dinner the next day. 

Friday, 12tli_At three in the morning, w'ith 

an excess <»f joy, w'c discovered Timor besyring 
from W.S.W. to W.N.^W., and I hauled on a 
wind to the N.N.E. till’day-light, when *1110 land 
boro from S.W. by S. to N.K. by N. Our distance 
from tlni shore, two leagues. 

It is not possible for me t^ doscrilk) the plea¬ 
sure which the blessing of tho sight if this land 
diffused among us. It appeared scarce credible 
to ourselves, that in an open boat, and bo poorly 
provided, we should have been able to reach tho 
coast of Timor in forty-one day^^ after leaving 
Tofoa, having in that •time run, by our log, a 
distance of 3(» 18 miles; and that, notwithstanding 
our extreme distress, no one should liave perished 
in the voyage. 

I have ^alrea<ly mentioned, tlmt I knew not 
where the Dutch settlement w'as situated; but I 
bad a faint idea that it was at the S.W. part of 
j the island. I therefore, after day-light, bore away 
along shore to tho S.S.W., which I was the moro 
readily induced to do, as the wind would not suffer 
ua to go towards tho N. E. without great loss of time. 

The day gavo us a most agreeable prospect of^ 
the land, which was interspersed with woods and 
lawns; the interior part moufitainous, but the 
Ghor© low. Towards noon, the coast became 
higher, with some remarkable head-lands. We 
wei*© greatly delighted with the general iJbk o*f ' 
the country, whicli exhibited many cultivated 
spots and beautiful situations; but wo could only 
see a few small huts, whence I concluded that no 
European resided in this part of the island, ^uch 
Bea ran on the shore, whicli made landing imprac¬ 
ticable. At noon, we were abreast of a high 
head-land; tho oxtremc^of the land bore S.W.^ 
i W., and N. N. E. $ E.; our distaneb off shore * 
being tfireo miles-; latitude, by observation, 9“ 59' 

; and my longitude, by dead reckoning from the 
Uorth part of New Holland* 15® 6' W, 


With tho usual allowance of bread and water 
for dinner, 1 divided the biid we had caught tb© 
night before, and to the surgeon and Lebogue I 
gave a little wine. 

The wind blew fresh at E. and E.S.E., with 
verj-* hazy weather. During the afternoon, we 
continued our couiuo along a low shore, covered 
with innumerable palm-trees, called the fan palm, 
from the leaf spreading like a fan; but here wo 
saw no sims of cultivation, nor had tho country 
so fine an^appearante as to the eastward. This, 
however, was only a Kinall tract, for by sunset it 
improved again, and I saw Bcvcral great smokoB 
where the inhabitants wore clearing and culti¬ 
vating their grounds. Wc had now run twenty- 
five miles tottlie W.S.W. since noon, and were 
W. five niilcs^ from a low point, which, in the 
afternoon, I imagined had been tho southernmost 
land; and here tho coast foi-med a deep bend^ 
with low land in tho bight that appeared like 
islands. €'lio west shore was high; but from this 
part of tho coast to the high cape which we wore 
abreast of at noon, the shore is low, and I believe 
shoal. I particularly remark this situation, because 
hero the very high ridge of mountains, that run 
from the cast end of Uie Uland, terminate, and 
the ai»peai*an()o of the country changes for the 
worse. 

That wc might not run past any settlement in 
the night, I determined to ju'cserve my station till 
the morning, and therefore brought to under a 
close-reefed foresail. We were here in shoal 
water, our distance from the shore being half a 
league, tho westi'nimost land in sight bearing 
W.S.W. ^ W. Served bread and water for 
supper, and the boat lying to very well, all but 
the officer of the watch endeavoured to get a 
little sleep. 

Saturday, 13th,—At two in tho morning, wc 
wore, and stood in shore till day-light, when I 
found wc had drifted, during the night, about 
three leagues to the W.S. W., the southernmost 
land in sight bearing W. On examining the 
coast, and not seeuig any sign of a scttlemcut, we 
boro away to the westward, having a sti’ong gale, 
against a weather current, wlilch oecasioi^ed^much 
Bca. Tho 81101*0 wa^i high and covered with Wood; 
but we did not run far, before low land again 
ibrmed tbc coast, the points tif which opening at 
W'cst, I once more fancied we were on tho south 
part of the island; but at ten o’clock wo found 
the coast again iiwlining towards the south, part 
of it bearing W.S.W. 4^’W. At the same time, 
high land appeared in the S. W.; but tho weather 
so hazy, that it was doubtful whether the 
two lands were separated, the opening only ex¬ 
tending one point of the compass. For this rea¬ 
son 1 stood towards tho outer land, and found it to 
bo the island lioti. 

I returned to the shore wc had left, and bro^i^ht 
to a grapnel in a sandy bay, that 1 might i^oro 
conveniently calculate my situation. In this place, 
wo saw several smoked, wkere tho natives were 
clearing their grounds. During tb© little time 
we remained her<j, tho master and carpenter very 
much importuned mo to lot them go ip search of 
supplies; to winch, at length, I assented; but, 
not finding any other person willing to be/of their 
party, they did not choose to quit the boat. I 
stopp^ here no longer than for tho puiposo just 
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m^uUoned^ and we continued steering along shore. 
We had a view of a beautiful-looking country, as 
if formed by art into lawns and parks. The coast 
is low, and covered with woods, in which are 
innumerable fan palm-trees, that look like cocoa- 
nut walks. Tho interior part is high land, but 
very different from the more eastern jiarts of tho 
island, where it is exceedingly mountainous, and, 
to appearance, the soil better. • 

At noon, the island Roti bore S. W. by W. seven 
leagues. I had no observation for theMatitude, 
but by account, we were in 10® 12' S.; our eourKc 
since yesterday noon being 8. 77" W., Tj! miles. 
The usual allowance of bread and water wiuj served 
for breakfast and dinner, and to the surgeon and 
Lebogue, I continued to give wine. „ 

Wo had a strong bi*ueze at E.S.E., with hazy 
weather, all the afternoon. At two o^cloek, having 
run through a very dangerous breaking sea, the 
cause of which I attributed to ho a strong tide 
setting to windward, mid shoal water, *'e disito- 
vered a spacious bay or sound, with a fair entKLUce 
about two or three miles wide. I now conceived 
hopes that our voyage was nearly at an end, as 
no place could appear more eligible for shi])iung, 
or more likely to h« chosen for an European 
Bottleniont: 1 therefore came to a grapnel near 
the cjwt side of the entrance, in a small .sandy 
bay, wliei’e wo saw a hut, a dog, :uid sonic cattle; 
aud I iunuedlately sent the boatswain and gunner 
aw'ay t<^ the hut, to discover the inhabitants. 

I had just time to make some nautical obser¬ 
vations, w'hen I saw the boatswaiu aud guiinei^ 
returning with some of the natives: I therefore 
no longer doubted of our suci^ess, and tliat our 
expectations would lx; fu 1 ly gr.atified. They 1 irouglit 
five Indians, and informed me that they hud found 
two families, where tho women treated them with 
European politeness. From these i)coplc 1 learned, 
tlmt the governor resided at u place calk'd (lou- 
pang, which w’os Home distance to tho N.E. I 
made signs for one of them to go in the boat, mid 
show us the way to Coupang, intimating that I 
would pay him for his trouble: the jium readily 
complied, and came into the boat. 

These people were of a, dork tawny colour, had 
long black hair, and chewed a great deal of betel. 
Their dress was, a square jnecc of clotli round 
the hips, in the folds of which was stuck a largtf 
knife; a handkereliief wrapped round the head; 
and another hanging by the four corners from 
the shoulders, which served as a hag for their 
betel equipage. They brought us a tew pieces 
of dried turtle, and somo ears of Indian com. j 
This last was the most welcome; for the turtle 
was 80 liard, that it could not be paten without 1 
being first soaked in hot water. They offi^red t« 
bring us some other refreshments if I would wait; 
hut, as the pilot was willing, I determined to push 
on. It was about half an hour past four when 
we sailed. » 

J ^y direction of the pilot, we kept close to the 
t shore under all our sail; but os night came 
on, the wind died f way, and we were obliged to 
try at the oars, wbic'h I was Bun>rised to sec we 
could pse with some At ten o’clock, find¬ 

ing wo advanced irutT^Wy, I caiho to a grapnel, 
and for Jlie fijffit tipiA^Z issued double allewanoe of 
bread and a to each person. 

Sunday, one o’clock in the morning. 


after tho most happy and sweet sleep that ever 
men enjoyed, we weighed, and continued to keep 
the east shoro on hoai’d, in very smooth water; 
when at last I found wo were again opon to the 
sea; the whole of the land to the westward, that 
we liad passed, being an island, which the pilot 
caijed Pulo Samow. Tho northern entrance of 
this channel is jvhout a inile and a half or two 
miles wide, and I luul no ground at toil fathoms. 

The report of two cannon that w<'re fired, gave 
new life to every one; and soon after wc disco¬ 
vered two .square-rigged vessels and a cuthn* at 
anchor to the eastward. We endeavoured to work 
to windward, but wore obliged to take to our oars 
again, liaving lost ground on each tiiek. We kept 
close to the shore, ami continued rowing till four 
o’clock, wdii'n I brought to a grapnel, and gave 
another allowance of breml and wim; in all liaiuls. 
As soon as wc had rested a little, "we weighetl 
again, and rowixl till near day-light, wduni we 
camo tty a grapnel, off a small fort and town, 
which tho ])ilot told mo was Coui)ang 

Among the things whieii the boatswain had 
thrown int<> the boat bt.'fore wt; left the ship, was 
a bundle of signal-ilags that had ht.'t'ii psed i)y the 
httata to show tin* <lej>th of \rtiter in sounding: 
witli these we had, in iho course of the i)assage, 
made a small jack, which I now hoisted in tlio 
main shrouds, as a signal of distress; for 1 did 
not think i)roper ft) land without leave. 

8oun# after day-lireak, a solditir hailed us to 
hind, which 1 immediately did, among a crowd of 
liidiaiiB, and was agrtjeahly surprised to iiux't 
with an Euglish sailor, if ho belonged to one of 
the vesBids in tho j'oad. 11 is captain, he told me, 
was the s<icond ])ers{)n in llie town; i tln'rofim*- 
desired to be conduej.ed to him, as I was infornu'd 
the governq*' was ill, and could not then be 
spoken w'itii. 

Cajituin S|Jlkcrmaii received me with great 
liumauity. 1 informed him of our diHtres.sed 
situation ; and rq<piested that cjire might !)e tiikeii 
of those hho were with u.e, without delay. On 
which he gave directions for their iinme<liuto n'- 
W'ptioii at his own house, and went himself to tlio 
governor, to know jit what time I could be per- 
mitte<l to s<?c him; which was fixed to be at 
eleven o’clock. 

I now desired my people to ooino oil shor<;, 
which was as much as some of them could do, 
being scarce able to walk; they, however, wci’c 
helped to the house, and found tea with bread and 
butter provided for their bmikfiiat. 

The abilities of a painter, perhaps, could scddoin 
liave been displayed to more advantage, tlmn in 
tho delineation of the two groujjs of figures, which 
at tliis time presented tliemsclves to ua^h other. 
An indiffcroiit spectator would liavo been at a 
loss which most to admire ; »ihe eyes of famine 
sparkling at immediate relief, er the horror of 
their preservers at the sight of so many spt 5 cti*eH, 
whoso gliastly countenances, if the cause had 
been unknown, would rather have excited terror 
than pity. Our bodies wore nothing but skin and 
hones, our limbs were full of sores, and we wero 
clothed in rags: in tliis^ondition, with the tears 
of joy and ^gratitude flowing down our chcoks, 
the people of Timor beheld U3 with a mixture of 
horror, surprise) and pity. 

The governor, Mr. Willian* Adrian Von Esto 
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notwithstanding extreme ill-healtli, hccarao so 
anxious about us, that I saw him before the 
appointed time. He received ma with great 
attbetion, and gave me the fullest proofs that he 
was possessed of every feeling of a humane and 
good man. Sorry as ho was, ho said, that such a 
calamity could ever have happened to us, yet lie 
considered It as the greatest blessing of his life 
tliat wc had fallen under his pi*ott*ction; and, 
though his infirmity was so great that he could 
not do tho office of a frit^nd himself, he would 
give such ordcu’s as I might be certain would 
]»rocnre us every supply wo wanted. A house 
should be immediately prepared for mo, and, 
with respect to my people, he said, that I might 
have room-for them eitht;r at the hospital or on 
hoai’d of Captain Spikcriiuin’s ship, which lay in 
the road; and he exjUH^ssed much uneasiness that 
Coupang could i#)t affbr<l them better accomnio- 
(lations, the house assigned to me being the only 
one uninhabited, and the situation of t^e few 
families that lived at this place such, that they 
could not conveniently receive strangers. For 
the prcBout, till matters could be projierly regu¬ 
lated, ho ga.vc directions that victuals for my 
people should be dressed at his own house. 

On returning to Captain Spikemian’s house, I 
found that eveiy kind relief had been given to my 
jieople. Tho surgeon had dressed their sores, and 
tho chaining of their pei’soiiH had not been less at- 
hmded to, scvoi*al friendly gifts of apparel having 
been piN^sentcd to them. , 

1 desired to be shown ^o the house that was in¬ 
tended for me, which I found i*eady, with'^ervants 
to attend. It consisted of a hall, with a room at 
each end, and a loft over-head, and was pin’ouiided 
by apiazKa, with an outer aparinient in one corner, 
and a comraiinicatiou from the back .part of the 
house t-o the Btrcei. I therefore detennined, in¬ 
stead of scjiamting from my people, to lodge them 
all with me ; and I divided the house as follows : 
One room I took to myself, the otl’*.;r 1 allotted to 
iipie master, surgeon, Mr.*Nclson, and the gunner ; 
the loft to the other officoi’s ; and the outer apart¬ 
ment to the men. Tho liall was coramou to the 
officers, and tho men had the back piazza. Of 
this disposition I informed tho govi^rnor, an<l ho 
Kent down chairs, tables, and benches, with bed¬ 
ding and other necessaries, for tlie use of every 
one. • 

Tho governor, when I took my leave, had 
desired mu to acquaint lihn with every thing of 
''hieh 1 stood ia need ; but it w'as only at parti¬ 
cular times that lie liad a few moineuts of ease, 
or could attend to any thing; ^cing in a dying 
state, witli an incurable disease. On this account 
1 transacted whatever business I had, with Mr. 
Tiinotheua Waujon, the second of this place, whe^ 
the governor's •soii-iu-law; and who*also 
j contributed every thing in hie power to make our 
■ situation comfortable. I had been, therefore, mis- 
j uiformed by the seaman, who told me that Cautaiu 
, Spikorman was tho next person in command to 
I the governor. 

I noon, a dinner was J)rought to the house, 

! sufficiently good to make persons, more accus- 
lonied to plenty, eat too much. Yet*I bolievo, 
few in such a situation would have observed more 
^oderatioil than my people did. My greatest 
^Ppi^henaxon was, that they would eat too much 


fniit, of which there was gi‘cat variety in season 
at this time. 

Having seen every one enjoy this meal of plenty, 
I dined myself with Mr. Wanjon; but I felt no 
extraordinary inclination to eat or drink. Best 
and ^uiet, I considered as more necessary to the 
re-cstablishmcnt of my health, and thoreffire re¬ 
tired Boon to my room, which I found furnished 
with every conveitlence. But instead of rest, my 
mind w'as disposed to reflect on ouv htte sufferings,' 
and on the failure v^f the i‘X])cdil,ion ; but above 
all, on the thanks duo to Almighty Cod, who had 
given us power to support and bear such heavy 
calamities, and had enabled me, at last, to be the 
means of saving eighteen lives. 

In times of difficulty, there will generally arise 
circumstances .that bear particularly hard oii a 
commander. In our late situation, it was not tho 
least of my di6ti*esses, to be constantly assailed 
witli the melancholy demands of my people for an 
inercase <K allowance, which it grieved iut‘ to re¬ 
fuse. The necessity of observing tlie most rigid 
economy in tlie distribution of our provisions, was 
BO evident, that I resisted their KoUeitationK, and 
never d<?viated from the agreement we made at 
setting out. Tlie eons€‘queiico of this care was, 
that at our arrival we had still rciiiaining suffi¬ 
cient fuj’ eleven days, at our scanty allowance: 
and if we had been so unfoilunate as to have 
missed the Dutch settlement at Timor, wc could 
have proceeded to Java, where 1 m'os certain that 
cyery supply we w-auied could be procured. 

Another disagreeable circuiastauce to which ray 
situation exposed me, w'as the capiice of ignorant 
people. Had I been incapable of acting, they 
would have cg.rriod*the boat on shore, as soon os 
we made tlie island of Timor, without cousidcriiig 
that landing among the natives, at a distiineo from 
the European settlement, iniglit have been as dan¬ 
gerous as among any other Indians. 

The quantity of provisions with which wo loft 
the ship, W'as not more than wc should have con¬ 
sumed in five days, had there been no necessity 
for husbanding our stock. The mutineers must 
iiatui-ally have concluded, that we could have no 
other place of refuge than tho Friendly Islands ; 
fur it was not likely ^hey should imagine that, so 
pyorly equipped as we were in every respect, there 
could have been a possibility of our attempting to 
return, homewards ; much less can they susjtoct 
tliat tlio account of their villany has already 
reaclu'd their iiativ^j countiy. 

When I reHect how providentially our lives 
were saved at Tofoa, by the Indians delaying their 
tttfack ; and that, with scarce auy thing to support 
life, we crossed a fica of more than 1‘iOO leagues, 
without shelter from the inclemency of the wea¬ 
ther ; when I reflect that in an open boat, with 
Ro much stormy weather, wc escaped foundering, 
tliat not any of us were taken off by disease, that 
we had the great good fortune to pass the uu- 
friendly natives of other countries without acci¬ 
dent, and at last happify to meet with tho moat 
friendly and best of people to reliwve our distresses; 
I say, when I reflect on all these wonderful escapes, 
the remembrance of such great mercies enables 
me to bear, with resignation and cheerfulness, tho 
failuro of an expedition, the success of which I 
had BO much at heart, and which was frustrated 
at a time when I waa congratulating myself on the 
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I Purest prospect of being able to complete it in a 
I manner tlmt would fully have answered the in- 
j tention of his Majesty, aud tljo huniano promoters 
of sa benevolent a plan. 

With respect to the presei-vation of our hcojth, 
during a course of sixteen days of heavy and 
almost continual rain, I would recommend to 
overy one in a similar situatioiv the method we 
practised, which is, to dip iheii* clothes in the salt 
water, and wring them out, a|; often as they be¬ 
come filled with rain : * it was the only resource 
we had, and I believe was of the greatest service 
to us, for it felt more lilce a cliangc of dry clothes 
than could well be imagined. We had occasion 
to do this BO often, that at length all pur clothes 
were wrung to pieces : for <^xcept the Yew days we 
passed on tho coast of Now IJolland, we were 
continually wet cither with rain or sea. 

Thus, through the assistance of Divine Provi¬ 
dence, we surmounted the difficulties and j^istrcHwes 
of a most i>crilous voyagi*, and arrived safe in an 
hospitable port, where every necessary and comfort 
were administered to us with a most liberal hand. 


CHAPTER XVTTI, 

AT COI’PANO. 

July.— Fkom the great humanity and attention of 
the governor, aixd the gentlemen at Coupang, we re¬ 
ceived eyery kind of assistance, and were not lon^ 
without evident signs of returning health. Shortly 
after our arrival, I presented to the governor, a 
formal account of the loss of tlie Bounty; and a 
requisition, in his Majesty’s name, tliaj; instructions 
might be sent to Jill tho Dutch settlements, to stop 
the ship if sho made her ap]xcaraiice. With this a 
complete descriptive list of tlic mutineers wjxs given, 

1 likewise requcstiid, in one of iny first visits to 
the governor, that Nelson might have permission 
to walk about the country in search of plants, 
which was readily granted, with an offer of what¬ 
ever asslstauco I should think neceasary : and the 
governor assured mo that the country was well 
worth examination, as it abounded with many 
curious and medicinal plants. From tliis indul¬ 
gence I derived no benefit; for Nelson, who since 
wo left New Holland, had been but in a weak 
condition, about this rime was taken ill, in conse¬ 
quence of a cold caused by imprudently leaving 
off warm clothing. 

To secure our arrival at Batavja, before the 
October fleet sailed for Europe, I gave public 
notico of my intention to hire a vessel to carry us 
to Batavia. In consequence of this notice, several 
offers wore made, but none that I thought reasov < 
able ; which dctemiined me to purchase a small 
schooner in tho road, that was thirty-four feet 
longj for which I gave lOOOrix-dollars, aud fitted 

^ The ftnrgoon of tho Pandora (tho vcwol sent to take 
tho mutlncors, &od which WAB^trrocked on tho homeward 
voyage), makes this obsorvation on the practice horore- 
! commended by Capti(an Bllgh: ** This is not advisable, if 
protracted beyond three, or four days, as alter that time 
the great absorption from .tho slcin that takes place taints 
the fluids with tho bitter parts of shit watur, so that tho 
saliva bopomes Intolerable in the ndiouthf" Thogroat rains 
that fell nearly all the time of Captain Bllgh's exposure, 
probably prevented the offeots ttperienoed by the crew of 
I the Pandora. 


her for sea, under the name of His Majesty’s 
schooner Resource. As tho coast of Java is fre¬ 
quently inftjstcd with small piratical vessels, it was 
necessary that wo should ho jxrovided with tho 
proper means of defence. In this I was assisted 
by^ tile friendship of Mr. Waiijon, who supplied 
me With four brass swivels, fourteen stand of small 
arms and ammunition, which he obligingly let mu 
have as a loan, to be returned at Batavia. 

On the 20th of July, I had tho misfortnne to 
lose Mr. David Nelson ; he died of an inflamma¬ 
tory fever. The loss of this honest man I very 
mueh lamented; he had, with great care, and 
diligence, attended to the object for which he was 
sent, and had always been ready to forward eveiy 
plan tlmt was proposed, for the good of the service 
in which we were engaged. He was not less use¬ 
ful in our voyage hither, in the course of which 
he giu-'c me great satisfaction, by flio patience and 
fortitude with which he conducted himself. 

July ilst.—This day, I was employed attending 
tho funeral of Mr. Nelson. Tho cori>se was car¬ 
ried by twelve soldiei's drest in black, ])reccdcd by 
tlui minister ; next followed myself and the second 
governor ; then ten gcntlcnu'u of tlib town and 
tho officers of the ships in tho harbour ; and after 
them my own officers and people. 

After reading oirr burial-service, the body was 
interred behind the chapel, in the hnrying-gronnd 
appro] qaa ted for the Europeans of the town. I was 
soiTy I could get uo tombstone to place over his 
remains. 

This the second voyage Mr. Nelson had un¬ 
dertaken to the South Seas, Jiaving been sent out 
by Sir Josejxh Banks, to collect plants, seeds, Ac. 
in Captain Cook’s lust voyage. And now, after 
surmounting so many diffieulties, and in the midst 
of thankfulness for his deliverance, he was callt‘d 
uj>ou to iJiiy tho debt of nature, at a lime least 
expected. 

Our schooner being victualled and ready for sea, 
on the 20ith of August, I lq/>k an affectionate leave 
of the hospitable and friendly inhabitants of Cou- * 
pang and embarked. In the afternoon wo Baikal, 
having the launch, which had so much contributed 
to our prc8c;rvation, in tow. We exchanged salutes 
with tho fort and shipjang as we ran out of the 
harbour. 

Thifi settlement >vaB fonj^d in the y car 1 fiSfi, 
and is the only one tho Dutmi have on tho island 
Timor. They have residents in different parts of 
the country'. On the north side of Timor, there 
is a Portuguese Bettleincut. The produce of tho 
♦Island is chiefly sandal-wood and becs-wax ; the 
former article is mow scarce. Wax they have in 
great plenty, Tho bees build their nests in bu^es 
and in the houghs of trees, to which the natives 
cunnqt approach hut with fir^ Tho honey is put 
into jars, and tho wax is run into blocks of three 
feet in length, and from twelve to fifteen uiches 
i square. Tho natives, at least those who live in 
! the nq^ghbourhood of Coupang, arc of a very indo¬ 
lent disposition, of which the Chinese have taken 
advantage; for though the Malays are very 
of traffic, most of their trade is carried on in small 
' Chinese vcgaelB, of from ten to thirty tons bur¬ 
then. There is a market at Coupang for the 
country people, in which, however, there is little 
husmoss done. I have seen a man from the coun¬ 
try, come to market with two potatoes; and this 
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is not unusual. Theso being sold for two doits 
(equal to a halfpenny English) serve, to supply 
him with betel to chew ; and the remainder of 
tlio day is passed in lounging about the town. 
The iiilanil pt^ople, who live at a distance from the 
Eui-opeans, are strong and active ; but their want 
of cleanlincBB, subjects them to filthy diseases. • 
The chief of the natives, or king of the island, 
is by the l)uteli styled Keyscr (emperor). This 
prince lives at a place called Backeiinafesy, about 
four miles distant from Coupang. His authority 
over the natives is not wholly undisputed; which is 
by the Dutch attributed to the intrigues of thel^or- 
tugue8<5, who are on the north part of Timor. The 
island lias lately suftered much by a competition 
between the present king and one of his nephews, 
which caused a civil war, that lasted from the begin¬ 
ning of theycar 5780to 1788, when their differences 
were st^ttlcd by A treaty chiefly in favour of the 
king. The ravages committed in these disputes, 
have occasioned a scarcity of provisions, that pro¬ 
bably, from the ■want of industry in tlie native's, 
will not soon be remedied. I bad an opportunity 
of making a visit to the king. His dwelling w’as a 
largo house, wlucli was tlivided into only three 
apartments, and surrouiHled by a piazza ; agroc- 
aifiy situat«^d, but very dirty, as was all the furni¬ 
ture. The king w'ho is an elderly man, received 
me with mucli civility, ami ordert*d refreshments 
to be set before me, which were, tea, rice, cakes, 
roasted Indian corn, and dried buffalo flesA, with 
about u pint of arrack, which 1 believe was all he 
had. His dress w'as a^elu‘<iuc wrapper girded 
I’ound his waist with a silk and gold beU, a loose 
linen jacktT, and a coarse liaiidkerehief about his 
head. A few of his chiefs wore with him, who 
jiartook of our r<‘pnst; after which the king relirt'd 
with three of them for a short time, a-id wlum he 
relurm'd, jiresented mo with a round plate of 
metal about four inches diameter, on which was 
stain] MM I the figure of a star. As I liad been 
iiifonncd tliat arrack would bo.iau a^cejitablo 
^ present, I was prepared to make a return, which 
was well received. They never dilute their liquor, 
and, from luibit, arc able to drink a large quantity 
of R]urits at a time, without being intoxicated. 

When a king dies, a large feast is made, to which 
all the inhabitants are invited. The bmly, after a 
few' days, is put into a coffin, wdiich is closed up 
and kojit three years w^fore it is interred. 

The Dutch have boim at some pains to establish 
; Christianity among the natives : but it has not 
gained much ground, except in the neighbourhood 
: of (’oiipang. The present king was christened by.j 
I tile namo of Bamardus. nis^, Indian name is 
pacchee JSaiinock. The Scriptures are translated 
j info the Malay language, and prayers are per- 
i formed, in the church at Coujiaiig, by a Malay 
clergj-Tnan, in that la'nguago. 

I met, at Timor, with most of the fruits tliat are I 
described in Captain Cobk^s first voyage as natives 
of Batavia, except the mougostan. The bread-fruit 
tree, called by Malays aorcootn, Hkowiso^^ows 
hero with great luxui^ancc, and appears to be as 
jnuch a native of tins island as it is of Otalieite. 
Tho fruit is exactly of tiio same kind, but not* 
Ro good. A brood-fx'uit of Timor, -weighs half 
08 much more as one of equal size at Otaheite. * 
ft ifl not used here as broad, but generally eaten 
With milk and sugar. At Backeunassy I aaw 


about twenty of the trees, larger than any I have 
seen at Otiiheito. Here is also a sort of bread¬ 
fruit tree, that produces seeds, not unlike Windsor 
beans, and equally palatable, either boiled or 
roasted. No other part of the fruit is eatable ; 
and nhough the tree, I am told, is to all appear¬ 
ance tho same as the other, the fruits have but 
little resemblanco ; the fruit of this being covered 
with projecting poffits, nearly half an ineli in length. 

I received a i>reHcnt of some fine plants, from 
the governor, wlnca I was afterwards unfor¬ 
tunately obliged to leave at Batavia, for want of 
proper room to take care of them, in the packet 
l>y w'hicli I returned to Europe. Mr. Wanjon 
likewise favoured me with some seeds for his 
Majesty’s garden at Kew, Avliich I had tho good 
fortune to dcljver safe, on my return : and somo 
of the mountain rice, cultivated at Timor, on the 
dry land, which was forwarded to his Majesty’s 
botanic garden at St. Vincent, and to other parte 
in tho W^t Indies. 

A resemblance of language between tho people 
of the South Sea islands, and the inhabitants of 
many of the islands in the East Indies, has btioii 
remarked in Captain Cook’s first voyage. Here, 
the restiinblance appeared stronger than has yet 
been noticed ; particularly in their numerals. 
But besides tho language, I observed some cus¬ 
toms among the jieoplo of Timor, still more strik¬ 
ing for their similarity. They practise the Tooge- 
tmge* of Uic Friendly Islands, which they call 
Toomhock: and the lioomee of Otaheite,i which 
they call Rama%» I likewise saw, placed on their 
graves, offerings of baskets with tobacco and betel. 

I left the goveri#r, Mr. Van Estc, at the point 
of death. Tj tliis*gentleiuBu our most grateful 
thanks are due, for the humane and friendly treat¬ 
ment that w'c receiv<*d from hiiiv His ill state of 
health only prevented him from showing ua more 
particular marlis of attention. Unhappily, it is to 
Ins memory only that I now pay this tribute. It 
was a fortunate circumstance for us, that Mr. 
Wanjon, the next in place to the governor, was 
equally humane and ready to relieve us. His 
attention was unremitting, and, when there was 
a doubt about supplying me with money, to enable 
me to purchase a vegsed, ho cheerfully took it upon 
himself; without which, it was evident, I should 
l?ave been too late at Batavia to have sailed for 
Europe with tho October fleet. I can only return 
such services by ever retaining a grateful remem¬ 
brance of them. ,Mr. Max, the town surgeon, 
likewise behaved to Us with the most disinterested 
humanity : ho attended every one w ith tho utmost 
Ciiro ; for which I could not prevail on Iiim to re¬ 
ceive any payment, or to render mo any account, 
o..' other aiiawcr than that it was his duty. 


CHAPTER XIX. 

FROM TIM DR TO ItATAVrA. 

Thursday, August ?0tli.—Fiiom Coupang wo 
steered N.W. by w., having a moderate breeze at 
S.E. with fair wcatlicr. • 

Saturday, 22d.—At daylight we say^ the Island 
Flores to the northward. Wo steered along the 
soutli sido of Flores, mostly with light winds and 

' .- -i ■ , - j 

* The Tooge-toogc and tho Roomer aro described In Cap¬ 
tain Cook’s lost voyage. 
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ha*y weather, so that we did not couBtantly keep 
sight of the coast. 

Tuesday, 25th.—At noon wo were off Tooms 
island, which horo N.W. ^)y N., throe or four 
• leagues distant. There is a curious high peak on the 
i S.W.port: the land near the shore is lowand wdody. 

On the 27th, at noon, we were near the entrance 
of the Straits of Mangaryn, which not appearing so 
open and clear as represented in'tho map, I steered 
for the Straits of Sapi, intending to pass through ; 
hut was obliged to give up ♦this plan, hy strong 
currents setting to the S.E., which there was not 
sufficient wind to enable us to stem. I therefore 
again stood for the Straits of Ma ngaryn,w’hich we ran 
througliin tho afternoon of the 21)th,being favoured 
with a fresh breeze from the S.S.E. ©n the Flores 
side, there are many good harbojirs and bays, 
where vessels may anchor ; but the country here¬ 
abouts appears burnt up and d<?RoIate, 

When we hacl i)}usscd the straits, we kept to the 
westward, I’unuing along the north sifie of the 
islaud*Sumbawa, where there is a very high moun¬ 
tain near tho coast; at the foot of which, I am in- 
foiTDcd, are many runs of giaMUvji.l<‘r,ooiiveni(‘iitly 
situated for .ships to supply thediselvos. 

In the night of tile st'A cral ju'ows were 

rowing about us, on which account we kept all 
night under arms. 

Thursday, Sejd. 3d.—Tliis and the two following 
days we were sailing along the north side of the 
island Lomboek, on whicli is a high mountain. 
Most of the islands in this route arc distinguished I4V 
high mountains. Lomboek appears to be well clothed 
with wood. In the nights we^aw fires placed on 
tho high lands, at a dishincc} fftm the coast. 

Sunday, 6th .—1 n the afternoon wck saw the high 
land of Cape Sandana, which is the N.E. part of 
Java. The next day we were off Cape Sandana, 
which is a low cajMj projecting from tiic high land 
already mentiohed. 

We steered to the wcstw’.nrd, along the coast of 
Java ; and on the 10th, at noon, wo anchored off 
PasHOurwang, a Dutch settlement on the coast 
of Java, in two fathoms ; distant from the shore 
half a league ; tho entrance of tin; i*iver bearing 
S.W. The coast hereabouts is so shoal, that 
large ships are obliged to archor tlm^e or four 
miles from tho land. As soon as we were at 
anchor, I got in n)y boat and went on shore. Q'hc 
banks of tho river, near the enti*anee, were mud, 
on which grew a few mangrove bushes. Among 
them we saw hogs running, an/, many wore lying 
dead in the mud, which caused a most intolerable 
stench, and made me heartily repent having come 
here, but after proceeding about a mile up tlic 
river, the course of which was sci*}»eutme, we 
found a very pleasant country, and landed at a 
small and well-constructed fort ; where i was re¬ 
ceived in a friendly and polite manner by M. 
Adrian Van Rye, tho commandant. By the 
return of tho boat, I sent on board, a small bul- 
idisk, and other provisioipi. 1 Ukewiso took a 
pilot to conduct us to Sountbya. 

The houses at Piiissourwang are neatly built, and 
the I(|^ar8 to be well cultivated. The 

produce of .bettfemont is rice, of which they 
export large There are but few Dutch 

here; th(S (^janese are numerous, and their* 
chief Uv'M .considerable splendour. They 
have good roads, «nd posts arc established along 


the coast; and it appears to bo a busy and well- 
regulated settlement. 

Tho next day, about noon, we sailed ; and on 
tbo 12th, in the evening, anchored iu Sourabya 
road, in seven fathoms : distoneo from the sliore 
one mile. Wo found riding here, seven square- 
rigged and sovoml smaller vessels. 

it was too late when wo anchored to send a 
bout on shore. The next moming, before day- 
liglit, thrdb guard-boats stationed themselves near 
us, and I w’as informed that I must not land or 
send a boat on shore. This restriction, 1 learnt 
frem the officer of the guard boats, was in con¬ 
formity to general orders eoncorning all strange 
vessels on their first arrival. At nine in the 
forenoon, leave came off for u« to land, and soon 
after the guard-boats quitted us. 

I was received on shore with great civility and 
friendship by tho gov<u'nor, or Opj>erliooft, M. 
Ant. Barkay, and tho cmmimndant of the troops, 
M. dc Bose. By these gontlemciu I was hospitably 
entertained, aud advised to remain till thelGih, 
when some vessels were to sail, wdth whom 1 
might keep company, whicli lh<*y recommended 
Oil account of pirates. * 

Sourabya is oiiti of the mostpleafiantplace.s I ever 
saw. It is situated on the banks of a river, and is a 
I mile and a half distant from the sea shore, .so that 
only the flag-staff can be seen from tho road. The 
river is navigable up to the tow'ufor vessels of 100 
Ions bArthen, aud the bank on one si<Io is made 
convcnieiil for tracking. The Chinese carry on a 
considerable trade here, have a town or catnp 
I on the sifie of the river opposite to Sourabya. The 
! country near tho town is fiat, ami tlu; soil light, so 
that they plpugh with a single bullock or buffalo 
(karralfouf). The lutcrior jjarts of tin; country, 
jiear the mountains, are infested with a breed of 
fierce tigers, which makes travolliiig inland vciy 
tlangerous. Tlioy have here a breed of horse.s, 
ivliich are sinall, but they are IiandHome and sti’oiig. 

The J^vanest; in this ncigli])Ourliood art; nume¬ 
rous. Al. Barkay and M. tic Bose took me with 
them to jmy a visit to two of the |)riiicipal natives, 
whom we found attended b}' a number of mci\ 
armed with pikes, in grt‘at military order. We 
ivere entertiiiiied with a concert of music ; the in¬ 
struments were gongs, dri^n8,atid a fiddle ivith two 
strings. 1 hired a pilot hcr^o carry us to Batavia. 

On tile lytli, we sailed fOTn Sourabya, in com- 
]>ajty with three prows. At noon, we anchored at 
Crisscy, which is a town with a small fort belong¬ 
ing to the Dutch. Wc remained hero about two 
tlioiirs aud then weighed. 

The iiuvigatiou,, through the Straits of Madura 
is BO intricate, that, with tho little opportuniW 1 
had, I am unable to undertake a description or it. 
The i^cxt day (September IS^i) having passed the 
strait.s, wo bore away to the westward, along the 
coast of Java, in company with the prows licfore 
mehtioned. Wo had rej^lar soundings all the 
way to Samarang, off which placo we anchored on 
tho 22d in tlie afternoon. The shoalness of the 
coast here, znakes the road of Samarang very 
inconvenient, both on aocount of the great distance 
»that large s^ips (of which there were several in tlio 
road) arc obUged to lie from the shore, and of the 
landing, which is in a river that cannot bo entered 
before half-flood. This river resembles the one 
at PasBourwang, the shores being low, witli offen-1 



eivo dead atiimalB lying about. I was met at 
the landing-place by the equipage-master, and ho 
furnished ino with a carriage to carry me to the 
governor, whoHc rcHideiice is about two miles from 
tlio town of Samarang. I requested, and obtained 
leave, to have our wants supplied, which were, to 
rt^cruit our provisions, and to get anew inaiu-mjst^ 
Slaving sprung ours in tlio passage from Souraliya, 

Samarang is a fortified town, surrounded by a 
wall and ditch; and is the most considerable settlc;- 
ment, next to Batavia, that the Dutcli have in Java, 
Hero is a very good hospital, and a publio school, 
chielly for teaching the mathematics. They have 
likewise a theatre. rrovisions aro roinarkahly 
ch<?ap here, being at ton doits per imuiid, and 
the jirice of a fowl twidve doits. 

I experienced great civility from some of th<^ 
gontloiiien at Samarang, particularly from AT. Ic 
Baron do Boso, a merchant^ brother to the AT. do 
Bose, eoinmandarit of tlie troops at Sourab^'a: 
and from Al. Abegg, the surgi^in of the ^lospiUil, 
to wlioni w'o were indebted for advice ami me<licin<*.s, 
for which he would not consent to receive? pa^'inent. 

On the 2fith, wo sail(Ml from Samarang ; and 
[With us, a galb‘^ luomitiug six swivels, which the 
governor had directed to accompany us to Batavia, 
j On the first of October wo anchored in Batavia 
road, W'liero we found ruling,a Dutch ship of war, 
mid twenty sail of Dutch Bast India sliips, bcsi<les 
many smaller vessels. 
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oernuiKxcKs at uatavia, and caksaob tiisncb to 

EXfif.AM). ^ 

Tn the afternoon, at four* o’clock, J went on 
.short', and laudt'tl at a house by lh(' ^iver, wbeivi 
6 tranger.s firsi; stoji and give an account who they 
are, whence they come, kc. From this place, a 
ATalay gcnilcMiuin took me in a carriage to lh<! 
•Siibaiidar, Air. ITnglelyird, whos^ Iioust^ was in 
tlie environs of the city, on the side nearest tlic 
shipping. The ife,baiidar is the officer with whom 
all strangers arc obligtMl to'transact their business; 
at least, the whole must go through his hands. 

. With him, I went to pay my respects to the 
govonior-geiieral, who a't?eeived me with great 
civility. I acquainted his excidleiicy with my 
1 situation, and requested my j>eoj>In might bo taken 
I care of, and that wo shouhl bo allowxsl to take a 
passage to Kiiropc in tho first ship that sailed. I 
likewise desired permission to sell the schooiiei* 

; and launch. All this his excellency told me shoulik 
■ bo granted. I then took leavi?, #ind rc'turnod with 
j the Sabaiidar, ^o wrote down the particulars of 
; >uy wants, in oi’oir to form from them a ixignlar peti¬ 
tion, to be presented Jo the council the next dyy. li 
had brought from the governor of Coupang,directed 
fi>r the governor-general at Batavia, tlie account 
of my voyago and misfortune, translated into 
Butch, from an account that I had given to Air. 
^anEstc. So attentive had they been at Timor 
to every tiling that related to us. 

There is a large hotel at Batavia, fitted up pur¬ 
posely for the accommodation of str^iiigers, who* 
are not allowed to reside at any othorjdacc. It is 
Situated near the great river, in a part of tho city 
twt is rctfskoned the moat airy and hcialthy. Never- j 
tueloss^ I found the air hot and suffocating, and 1 


was taken ill in the night with a violent pain in 
my head. The next morning, at nine, the council 
sat, and I attended, accompanied by the Sabandar; 
and w'as informed tfiat the council had complied 
with all I had requested. 

When I returned to tho hotel, my hcad-ach 
incrcHsed, and a violent fever came on. I sent to 
acquaint tlio Sabandar of my situation, and was 
soon after attenflod by tho head surgeon of tho 
town hospibal, Mr. Aaiisorj); by wbuse cai*o and 
skill, in less than haul’s, the fever considerably 
abated, but a severe heuil-aeh continued, I had nn 
invitation from the govenior-gcuoi*al to dine wltli 
him; which, of course, I was obliged to decline. 

I hired a caiTiage, whicli cost three dollars 
per day, fo? the bi'iiciit of taking an airing. My 
lodgings at the hotel were so close and hot, that I 
di’siix'd tho Sabandar to apply to the governor- 
general, for leave to hire a house in the country ; 
wTiieli ix’quost his excellency not only immediately 
complieif with, but gave directions for my being 
accominodated at the bohso of tbo physician or 
surgeon-general, Mr. Sparling. 

One of my i)eopIe, I’liomas Hall, being ill with 
a flux, 1 oblaiiHsl leave for him to be sent to tho 
country hospital, which is aconveniontairy building. 

Tuesday, tith.—This morning, at sunrise, I left 
the hotel, and w'as carrit?d to Mr, Sparling’s house, 
about four inib’S distant from the city, and near the 
convalescent hospital, which at tliis time had also 
sick men in it, tho wliole number of patients 
^mounting t<» 800. T found <;very thing pi^epared 
for my comfort and convt?uiemH;. Air. Sparling 
would suffer me to take no medicine, thougli I had 
still considerable fever with lica<l-acli: but I found 
.so much relief from the diflerence of the air, that 
in tli(i evening I w'as able to accompany Mr. 
Sparling on a visit to tin? govenior-genoral, at one 
of his country seats; where we fouiul inniiy’ladie.s, 
all drcss(‘d in the Malay fashion, some of them 
richly oruaiiieiifed with jewels. T had invitations 
from several gentlemen, and .some very kindly 
pressed mt? to make their country houses my 
abode, till niy health should 1)0 ro-eetvbJished. 

Aly indisposition iiurreasing, Air. Sparling ad¬ 
vised me to quit Batavia as speedily us possible, 
and represented the*necefisity of it to the governor- 
genei'al. I was informed from hts excellency, that tlie 
homowai'd bound shijis were so much erowiled, that 
there would be no possibility of all luy people going 
in one ship, ainf that they could be acconimodatod 
no <dher way thart by dividing them into different 
ships. Seeing, therefore, that a separation was 
unavoidabh’., 1 determined to follow tlic advico of 
tne physician, and, as a packet was appointed to 
fcipil for Europe on the ICth instant, 1 sent to re¬ 
quest of tho governor that J might be allowed to 
hike a passige in hi’t for myself, and as many of 
my iieojde as th<‘y were able to receive. In an¬ 
swer to this, I was acquainted that mysolf and two 
more could be accommodated in the packet, she 
being too small to admit a gi'cater number; but tliat 
I might rest assured of passages being provided for 
those tliat remained, by the earliest opportunities. 

Friday, 9th,—^This da^', anchored in the road, 
the General EMiot, an English ship, commanded 
hy Captain Lloyd. In the Straits of Banca. he had 
met with some boats beiongine to the E^t India 


Company’s ship Vansittart, that was lost in the 
Straits of Billaton, by having struck on a rock 
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that went through her bottom. Captain Wilson, 
who coniinanded the Vansittort, I was informed, 
had just finished a survey of tliose straits, and was 
hoisting his boat in, when thfe ship struck. Imme¬ 
diately on receiving the intelligence, Captain Lloyd, 
in tho General Elliot, and another ship in company, 
called the Nonsuch, sailed for the wreck. They 
found the ship had been burnt down to the water’s 
edge by tho Malays. They, h'^^wcver, saved 40 
chests of treasure, out of 55, which were said to 
have been on hoard. Most of" the ship’s company 
wore saved: one man only was lost in tlie ship, 
and fivo others-in a small boat were missing, wdio 
were supposed to have taken some of tho treasure. 
—The greater part of the people went with Cap¬ 
tain Wilson to China, and some were .with Captain 
Lloyd. 

Saturday^ 10th.—This morning, the llesourco 
was sold by public auction : the custom at Batavia, 
is to begin high, and to lower tho price, till some 
person bids; and tho first bidder Ls the buyer*. 
She was accordingly put up at 2000 rix-dollai*s, 
but, to iny great disappointment, no one offered to 
purchase before the auctioneer had lowered the 
demand to 295 rix-dollars, for which pi'icc .sho 
was sold; tho ]uireh<iser being an Englishman, 
Captain John Eddie, who coTmuaiided an English 
ship from Bengal. If no strangers had been i)ro- 
sent at tho sale, I imagine they would have lot her 
run down to 200 dollars, in which ease I should 
have had no alternative, 

Tho launch likewise was sold. The services she 
had rendered us, made me feel great reluctance at 
parting with her; which I would not have done, 
if I could have found a convenient opportunity of 
getting her conveyed to Europe. ^ 

Litllo a.s the Hchooner had sold for, I found I 
was in danger of having the sum lessened; for tlic 
Sabandar informed me, that, by an oi»diT of the 
council, there was a duty on the sale of all vessels. 
With this demand I would by no means comply; 
for J thought I had sufficiently sufTcrtMl, in sus¬ 
taining a loss of 705 rix-dollars out of 1000, by the 
purchase and sale of the vessel, slie having cost 
1000 rix-dollars. 

This day, Thomas Hall, whom I had sent to he 
taken care of at the hospital,^died. He had been 
ill of a flux from the time of our arrival at Timor. 

Monday, 12th.—I agreed with the cajHain of the 
pocket for a passage to Europe, for myself, my 
clerk, and a servant. The Sahandar informed me, 
it was necessary that my officer^ and people should 
he examined before a notary, respecting tho loss 
of the Bounty, as otherwise the governor and 
council were not legally authorized to detain hrt*, 
if she should he found in any of tho Dutch settle¬ 
ments. They were therefore, at my desire, oxc.- 
miued; and afterwards made affidavit before the 
governor and council at the Stadt-house, 

My officers complaiuiug to me of the unreason¬ 
ableness of some tradesmen’s bills, I spoke to the 
Sabandar. A bill of 51 dollars for five hats, ho 
reduced to 30 dollars, and^ other articles made 
proportionable deductions. 

Paper money is tho currency ef Batavia, and is 
so understood in all I>argains. At this time, paper 
was at 28 per cent, discount: there is like wise a 
differeree in tho value of the ducatoon]^ which at 
Batavia is 80 stivers, and in Holland only 63 
stivers: this occasions a loss of 21^ per cent, on 

remittance of money. It therefore follows, that if 
any person at Batavia remits money by bills of 
exchange to Europe, they lose by the discount and 
the exchange 49J: per cent. 

Those who have accounts to pay, and can give 
unexceptionable bills on Europe, will find a eon- 
sitlerablo saving by negociatiiig their bills with 
private people; who are glad to givo for them a 
premium of 20 per cent, at the least. This dis¬ 
covery, I made somewhat too late to profit by. 

One of tile greatest difficulties that strangers 
have to encounter, is, their being obliged to live 
at tlic hotel. This hotel was formerly two liouses, 
which by doors of communication have been made 
one. It is in the middle of a range of hiiildiiigH, 
more calculated for a cold country than for such 
a climate as Batavia. There is no free circulation 
of air, an<l wliat is equally bad, it is always very 
dirty; and there is great want of attendance. 
Whut they call cleaning the house, is another 
nuisiince; for they never use any water to ctJuLit 
or to lay the dust, but sweep daily with brooms, 
in such a manner, that those in the house are 
almost suffocated ly a cloud of dust. 

TIic months of Dtjcemher and January are 
reckoned tin; most unhealthy of tho year, the 

heavy rains being then set in.-The aeeouut ofj 

tho s(‘aBons, aa given to me liere, I believe may he 
relied on. 

The middle of November, the west monsoon 
begins, and rain. 

December and January.—Continual rain with 
strong westerly wind. 

Eebrurry.—Westerly Wind. Towards tlio end 
of this month the rain begins to abaU;. 

March.—intervals of fine weather. Wind 
westerly. “ 

April.—Tn this month the cast monsoon hegins. 
Weather gem'rally fine, witli showeni of rain. 

May. East monsoon fixed. Showery. 

June and July. Clear weather. Strong cast wind. 

August and Sej>temhcr. Wind monr moderate. 

OctobbV. In tins numVh, the wind begins to 

1 be variable, with showers of rai%-, 

The current is said always to run with tho 
! wind. Nevertheless I found the rovci*He iii sail¬ 
ing from Timor to Java. Between the end of 
October and the hoginning of the ensuing year, 
no Dutch ship bound for Europe is allowed to 
■ sail from Batavia, for fear of being near the; 

; Mauritius, at the time of tlio hurricanes, wdiich 
arc frequent there in December and January. 

My illness ]>reventcd me from gaming much 
^knowledge of Batavia. Of their public buildings, 

I saw nothing that gave me so much satisfaction 
as their country hospital for seamen. It is a large 
commodious and airy building, ||>out four miles 
^rom the town, close to tho side of the river, or 
rathei* in the river; for th? ground on which it 
stands has, by labour, been made an island of, and 
the sick are carried thore in a boat : each ward 
is a separate dwelling, and the different diseases 
are plopcrly classed. They have sometimes 1400 
patients in it: at this time there were 800, but 
more than half of these were recovered and fit 
for service, of whom SOO were dc'stincd for the 
fleet that vftis to sail, for Europe. I went through 
most of the wards, and there appeared great care 
and attention. The sheets, bedding, and 
of the sick wero perfectly neat and clean. The 
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house of tho physician^ Mr. Sparling, who has the 
management of tlie hospital, is at one extremity , 
of the building : and hero it was that 1 resided. 
To the attention and care of this gentleman, for 
whieli he would roccive no payment, I am proba¬ 
bly indebted for my life. 

Tho hospital in the town ia well attended, but 
the situation is so ill chosen, that it certainly 
would bo the saving of many lives to build ono in 
its stead up the river ; which might bo done with 
great advantage, as water carriage ia so easy and 
convenient. A groat neglect in some of tho com¬ 
manders of the shipping here, was suffering their 
people to go dirty, and frequently without frock, 
shirt, or any thing to cover their bodies ; which, 
besides being a }>ublic nuisance, miiet probably he 
productive of ill health in the most robust consti¬ 
tution. 

The governor-general gave me leave to lodge 
all my jioople at the country hospital, which I 
thought a great advantage, and with which they 
wt.r«' perfectly satisfied. Tho officers, however, 
at their ow'u request, remained in the town. 

Tim time fixed for the sailing of tho packet ap- 
oroaching, I settled my accounts with the Sabaiidar, 
lijaving opcinthe victualling account, to be closed 
by Mr. Fryer, tho master, previous to his de¬ 
part lire ; whom 1 likewise authorised to supply the 
men and olfioors left under his command, with 
one month^s pay, to enable them to purchase 
clothing for their passage to England. 

1 had been at great pains to bring living*|)lant3 
from Timor, in six tubs ; which contained jacks, 
mmcas, karanibolas, nainjiams, jambos, and three 
thriving bread-fruit plants. These I thouglit might 
be Bt?rvicoable at tho Capo of Good Hope, if 
brought no further : but I liad tho imn»tification 
of being obliged to leave them all at ilatavia* I 
took these idants on board at ConpJng, on the 
20tli of August: they had experienced a )»assagc 
of forfy-two days to my arrival here. The bread¬ 
fruit plants died to the root, and sprouted afresh 
from thence. Tho knrambohis, jacks, nanpas, and 
namnams, 1 hod raised from the seed, and they were 
in fine order. judgment can hence be formed 

of the success of traii8jM>rting plants, ns in the 
pre^sont trial they had many disadvantages. 

This morning, b'riday IGth, before suu-riso, I 
embarked on boai*d the Vlydtc packet, commanded 
by C’aptain Peter Oouvret, bound for Middleburgh. 
With me likewise embarked Mr. John Samuel, 
clerk, and John Smith, seaman. Those of our 
company who staid behind, the governor promised 
nm should follow in the first ships, and be as little 

divided as possible.-At seven o’clock thoi 

packet weighed, and sailed out of the road. 

On the 18th we spoke tho Rambler, an Ameri¬ 
can brig, bclongfhg to Boston, bound to Batavia. 
After passing the Straits of Sunda, we steered 

Ike north of the Coc^s laics. These islands,*Cap- 
hiin Couvret informed me, are full of cocoa-nut 
trees : there is no anchorage near them, but 
good landing for boats. 

In the passage to the Cape of Good Hope^licre 
occuri'od nothing worth remark. I cannot, how- 
ev(*r, forbear noticing the^utcli manner of navi- 
guting. They steer by true compass, or rather 
otidea-voar so to do, by means of a small moveable 
central card, which 'they set to the meridian : and 
'vlienever they discover the variation has tdtei*cd 

2 J degrees since the last adjustment, they again 
correct the central card. This is steering within 
a quarter of a point, without aiming at greater 
exactness. The officer of the watch likewise cor¬ 
rects the course for leo-way, by liis own judgment, 
before it is marked down in tlio log board. They 
heav% no log : I was told that the Company do not 
allow it. Their manner of computing their run, 
is by means of a measured distance of forty feet 
along the ship’s lido : they take notice of any 
remarkable patch of froth, when it is abreast the 
foremost end of the Acasured distance, and count 
half seconds till the mark of froth is abreast the 
after end. With tho number of half seconds thus 
obtained, they divide tho inmiber forty-eight, 
taking the product for tho rate of sailing in geo¬ 
graphical miles in one hour, or the number of 
Dutch miles in, four hours. 

It is not usual to make any allowance to the 
sun’s declination, on account of being on a dif¬ 
ferent meridian from that for which the tables 
arc calculated : they in general compute with tho 
uumbel’s just as they are found in the tabic. From 
all this it is not difficult to conceive the reason 
why the Dutch arc frequently above ten degrees 
out in their reckoning. Their passages likewise 
are considerably lengthened* by not carrying a 
sufficient quantity of sail. 

Deeomber Kith, in the afternoon wo anchored 
in Tabic Bay. The next morning I went on shore, 
and waited on his Excellency M. Vander Graaf, 
who received me in the most polite and friendly 
nyinner. The Guardian, commanded by Lieut. 
Riou, had left the Cape about eight days before, 
with cattle and stores for Port Jackson. This day 
anchored in Table Bay, the Astree, a French 
frigate, commanded by tlic Count de St. Rivel, 
from the Islo of France, on board of w'hich ship 
was the late governor, the Chevalier d’Entrecas- 
treaux. Other ships that arrived during my stay 
at tho Cape, were, a French forty gun frigate, an 
East Inilia ship, and a brig of the same nation : 
likewise two other French ships, with slaves from 
the coast of Mosambiqiie, hound to tlio West 
Indies : a Dutch packet from Europe, after a 
four months* passage : and tho Harpy, a South 
Sea whaler, with 500 barrels of spermaceti, and 
400 of seal and other oils. There is a statiding 
opdor from the Dutch East India Company, that 
no pewon who takes a passage from Batavia for 
Europe, in any of their ships, shall be allowed to 
leave the ship before slie arrives at her intended 
port; according to\which regulation, I must have 
gone to Holland in the packet. Of this 1 was not 
informed till I was talking leave of the goVernor- 
gAieral, at Batavia, when it was too late for hhn 
to give the captain an order to permit me to land 
iif the channel. He however desired I would 
make use of his name to Governor Vandor Graaf, 
w’lio readily complied with my request, and gave 
tho necessary orders to the captain of the packet, 
a copy of which his Excell^cy gave to me ; and 
at tho same time, recommendatory letters to 
people of consequence iil Holland^ in. case I should 
be obliged to proceed so far. • 

1 left a letter at the Cape of Good Hope, to be 
» forwarded to Goyemor Phillips, at Port Jackson, 
by tho fii'^t opportunity ; containing a short ac¬ 
count of my voyage, with a descriptive listisf the 
pirates ; and from Batavia 1 had written to Lord 
* 
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Cornwallis ; so that every i)art of India will be 
pr<M)arod to receive tlicin. 

We sailed from the Cape, on Saturday, 2inl Jan¬ 
uary, 1790, in company with the A.strce French 
frigate. The next morning neither ship nor huid 
was in sight. On the 15th, wo passed in sight 
the island St. Helena. The 21st, we saw the Island 
Ascension. On the lOtJi of Febiniary, the wind 
being at N. E.,blowing fresh, ouf sails were covered 
with a fine orange-coloured dust. Fuego, the 
westernmost of tho Cape do ^Verd islands, and the 
nearest land to us, on that day at inu>n bore N.E. by 
E, ^ E., distance 140 leagues. On the 13th of 
March, we saw the Bill of Portland, and on the 
evening of the next day, Sunday March the 14th, 
I left the packet, and was landed at I’ortsmouth, 
by ail Isle of Wight boat. * 

Those of iiiy officers and people' whom 1 left at 


Batavia, were provided with passages in the | 
eai'liest ships ; and at the time we parted, were ; 
apparently in good health. Nevertheless they i 
did not all live to quit Batavia. Mr. Elphinstoiio,; 
master’s mate, and Peter Linkletter, seaman,: 
died within a forinight after iny departure ; the ’ 
hardshii)» they had experienced having rendered: 
t*liem unequal to cope with so unhealthy a climate 
as th.at of Batavia. The remainder embarked on 
board the Butch fleet fur Europe, and airived 
siife at this country, except Robert Lamb, who 
died on the passage, and Mr. Led ward, the sur¬ 
geon, who has not yet been heard of. Thus 
of ninetccji who were forced l)y the mutineers j 
into the launch, it has pleased God that twelve 
should Burniount tho diirusilties and dangers of 
tlu; voyage, and live to revisit their native 
country. ^ 
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CONTAIN! Xa 

ADDITIONAL PARTICULARS RESPECTINO THE MUTINY ON HOARD THE BOUNTY, AND A RET.ATION 
OP THE FATE OF THE MUTINEERS, AND Ob' 'J UJ-l SETTUXMENT IN ri'rCAlRN‘.S ISLAND.* 


! 
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Captain Buau’s account of his voyage has been 
given precisely as he published it, in 1792, wifli- 
oiit any alteration, saving the BUiq>rossion of those 
parts where he records his ubservatiouH of the 
latitude, longitude, bearings and ^ soundings of 
particular places, of no iutei-est to any but tJic 
mariner, and even to him now rendewd alnuist, 
if not <iuito useless, by subsequent and more ac¬ 
curate surveys. 

The suj)eriority of the pleasure derived from 
rciiding a journal of facts, recorded day by day 
while the immediate impression remains, over a 
formal narrative, is so greats n» to rciwler it v(Ty 
desirable that the original should bo ]>resented to 
tlie public, rather than a vanij>cd and tinselled 
substitute. In many cases jliowcver, the original 
is not adapted for that pur])ose ; but tho ]jresent 
is far otherwise, and we trace tlic daily progress 
of tho skilful mariner, on whose life the existene<5 
of liis fellow sufferers depcndetl, with earnest hope 
and eager expectation. His ^narrative is like a 
moving picture ; full of horrors, it is ti*ue, but of 
horrors that fix our gaze upon them. 

Captain Bligh’s character stood deservedly high 
in his profession, in which he afterwards rose to 
the rank of a flag officer, but his temper was infiKii, 
and when under its iiiflucmcc he suffered himself 
to use language both to his crew and officers, which 
it is now surprising to belicvo w'as not quite 7/n- 
Gommon at that period, even from gentlemen hold¬ 
ing the rank he did, at the time of the mutiny. 

Bisputes bega.i early bet ween him and his officers 
^nd crew, and appear to liave originated from Hie 
cmcumstanco of the commander combining in his 

* The aiithorites chiefly relied on* arc the papers of* 
Capt. Heywood, first made puWfo in 18^5; the narrative of 
ihe voyS|;o of the Pandora, by Mr. Hamilton; tho voyage 
>f tii« Briton, by Mr, ShtlMbeCr j and the narrative of Capt. 
B«ofcIiey‘8 voyage in the Blossom. i 


uwq perwm, as was usual in small vessels, the j 
uffictis of cajitain and ruirscr. Many irritating \ 
alTcrcatW>ns occurred, wiiitrli were met by Captain ! 
BJigh w’ilh much heat of tcmju'r, but when passed,! 
though forgotten by him, \vej*e remembered by i 
ofhei’S. If IS condtet in tlic voyage out, when hi,'? { 
judicious npgulations preserved tlie lu^alth of his I 
ship’s coTujiany in a very trying season, and the 
remarkable steadint^ss of his Tuaiiagement of his 
men, when expostnl in the boat, and tried to the 
utmost by thpir behaviour, even then unruly, 
prove him to have betm Viot only fully equal, but 
worthy to command. Six months* relaxation from 
the strict reins of discipiiiu^ on the fascinating 
shores of Otaheito, were not calculat'd to make 
tho renewed curb sit easy. Di.sputcB again bt'gaii, 
and the captain’s teiny)er again got the better of 
liiiii. Christian, who had received kirulncss from 
the captain with one hand and insults with the 
other, took a sudden rosoUition which ho after¬ 
wards repented bitterly ; he found ready hel]>- 
inates, but iiono rallied round the captain. All 
^ .save the captain’s clerk on the one side, and those 
whom Christian had, in tho first instiincc, calk'd 
on, on tlic oth(*r* were for a time paralysed, and 
slowly took their determination biassed by fear or 
^hatred in all their actions, but none by love, if've 
exceed the compassionate saSlor wdio fed tho cap¬ 
tain with shaddock. 

Captain BUgh considered the mutiny as the 
result of a conspiracy, but no evidence to supjiort 
that bpinion was ever pnxlnced ; on the contrary, 
in a journal kept hy Morrison the boatswain’s mate, 
an account of its origin is given, professedly from 
Christian’s own ivdation, and this, is tho only dis¬ 
tinct narrallivc of it that has ever betm made public. 
-It appears tliat Christian, feeling himself much 
aggrieved at the captain’s treatment, had formed 
the resolution of quitting tho ship on the evening 
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'preceding the mutiny, and for that purpose had 
I provided himself with a stout plank, to which he 
I had fixed several staves. On this frail raft he 
‘ determined to trust himself, hoping to reach tlu*! 
island of Tofoa ; and with this view had, with the 
assistaucc of two midshipmen, Stewart and Hay¬ 
ward, who were ])nvy to his design, filh^d a bag, 
with provision. The ship making very little wa}", 
prevented him from executing his design. About 
{half past thi*ec lio lay down to sloop, and ut four 
! was rouaiid to tiikti the watch. Ou going ou deck 
: he found his mate', Mr. Hayward, asleep, and the 
, other officer, Mr. Hallctt, did not appear. He in¬ 
stantly dotennined to seize the shij), went forward, 
spoke to some of thi't crow Ikj thought he could 
.trust, put anna in their Inuids, and proceeded as 
i Captain Bligh I'clates. 

Cliis uiipeai's from all tlui various accounts of 
;th<‘ evidence on the (*ourt Martial, afu rwards 
jheld on the inutineei-s, to have been the true 
! state of the case ; hut tht^ imwaL obligation 
dience to disciplincj in a ship, must have been 
' totally forgotten by Ijoth officers and crew, when 
iiuich a .sntldcn d<'teriiunati<)u was thought capable 
of i'X(‘cntion, lyul not one soul stejiped forward to 
o]n>ose it. 

When tlt(! boat con bain ing Captain liligh and 
; Ins ctnnjiauions was cast there reiua iued on 
; board the Bounty— 

■ Pi.KTrin-R (’HiusTiAN,]\Iusti'r'.sj\!ato,tnuI acting Lieu ton uni, 

1 ftfttrwardo inurdts'od at rit<*airii't< Isluixi. • 

|p£rEf{ IIkvwoou, MId.shijniian. hurrcmUTcd Jiiinscl^ to 
j (‘aptuiii Kilwards of tho i’.iiuloru; was tried, eoiuioinii- 
j I'u, jMmloned, and afterwarda^attaiuod the rank,of cap- 
j tjiln ill Uin Hcrvicc. ^ 

r.D\VAiu> Yoi N(;, Mid.s)t}pni.an. died at Pitcairn’s Island. 
(iKofun<: Hticwaut, tio., dr<iwned on boanl the P«iu<it>i'iL 
;CiiAnf.i:r> Ciiriu.'jin.i,, JVlu.stcr-at-AiAis, niurdtrrcd hy 
' Thompson, at <HalloiJo. '• 

; JoHv 31 ILLS, Gunner’s Mato, nuiiderod at Pitcairn’s IsIainL 
•fAMKs MoitRiaoN, Poatswain’b 3Iati*, tried, cendeinned, 

I and jiurdoned. 

‘ Thomas ]irmurr, Bcuiiian, tried, condoiryicd, and e^e- 

cutej. ■ -• 

, Mat’j ukvv Quintal, do,, juit to death hy Adams and 

Young ut Pitcairn*N Island. 

: iJoHN .suMNKii, do., drowned on board tlio Piaidura. 

I ■hiii.v 31iLiAVAun, do., trictl, condomiu'tl, and c\c<’utcd. 
j William 3t‘KoY, do., coinmittcd siiicido at I’itcairn’s 
j Inland. 

J IIkxiiy IfiLi.imANT, do., drowned on board the I’amlora. 

I 'iicUAEL IIvuNii, do., tvioil and ncquiltcd. 

I '\illiam 31i\srRAT, do., tried, condemned, and pardoned. 
Ale.\anuku SMcrrr (alias John Ajjaais), do., dieil at Pit- 
I cairn’s Jslnnd in lOSl). 

I Williams, do., murdered at Pitcairn’s Island, 
j iuoMAH Kluson, do., tried, condemned, and executed, 
j iMAr Mautin. do., luiirdmx'd at Pitcnirj’s Island. 

I ^^^'CHAjin SxiNNEn. do., drowmed on. board tlio I’aiulora. 

1 KAA' 'I’HOMPfsoN, do., put to dwitli by tho natives at 

• Glahcito, for the murder of rihnrcbiVl. 
i U4.rAAi JIkown, tJardenci'fniurderwI at Pitcairn’s Tslithd. 

J “OSEPu f’oLiCMAN, AiTTiourer, tried and acquitted. 

J «Aiii.K8 Noiiman, C-arpenter'B Mate, do. do. 

M‘1n'ix)sh, Carpenter’s Crew, do. do. 

When Captain Bligh’s boat was cast off, ChPis- 
hau assumed tho command of Iho Bounty; he 
h>r Toobouai, an island situated in latitude 
“h l;p longitude iio' W,, where they 

ftnehorod on tlio *25th May, 1789* All tHfe bread- 

^uit plants .were thrown overboard, and the pro- 
IjertY of the officers and men sent adrift was 
‘hvided among tlm mutineers. Here they intended 


to form a settlement; but, hi consequence of 
quarrels among thcmselvca, and with the natives, 
and the want of many thinM which could be pro¬ 
cured at Otuheitc, but \fhicn could not bo obtained 
at Toobouai, they determined to go to Otaheite, 
but vath no intention of remaining there. Ont 
their arrival (on tho 6th of June) they told the,, 
OtaheitcaiiB tliat Captain Bligh had fallen in with 
their old friend Cook, who w'as engaged 

in forming a scttlenient on an island called Why- 
tootakee, and that (Aiftaiu Bligh aiul the rest of 
the crow had stop])r<l wWi him; that the com¬ 
mand of the vc.ssel had bei^n tra«sfcm?d to Chris¬ 
tian, w’ho had been .sent tu obtain a fresh eu])ply 
of stores. This story w’as readily believed by the 
Otahoiteans, wjio immediately sot about collecting j 
l>i*ovmioiis, aiid^in a few days .sent on board 312 j 
hogs, 38 goats, B dozen of fowls, a bull, and a eow,! 
and a bu’ge quantity of bread-fruit, jilantiiins, i 
ban.auas, and other fruits. (’hri.stian peremptorily ! 
forbade any j«‘i*son to remain at Otaheite, and i 
his iKirtlsans kej>t bo closo a watch on tho.se who i 
■wort! suKpeeteil of any inclination to lcuv|^iein,! 
that none could contrive to escape; and ^Fsoon 1 
as tho Htort?.s were all on board, they again set 
sail and returned to 'i’oobouaf, where they again { 
went to work to build a fort, but finding it inipos- | 
sible to agree together, it was at last determined ' 
to abandon 'J'oobouai, tuli.o tho ship back to Ota- 1 
hci|e, and iand all who chose to quit her there. | 
They arrived in ^latavai Buy on the 20th of Sep- 
tombm*, when sixtctui men wei-t? put on shore; j 
thc*Hmall arms, powder, and stores, were equally | 
divided between the two parties; and on tlio j 
night of the 21 St September, Christian and hw ! 
companions ac^in st't sail, cari’ying with them | 
seven Utalieitean men, and twelve women. Where | 
they iiibnided to go was not known, but Christiau 
hud been heard to say, that ho should seek for an 
iminhabitod islaiut, wluu’c there was no harbour, 
and should there run the ship ashore and break 
her up. 

Tile nalive.s in’tnted their gucst« with tlui 
greatest ho-spitalit}', and several of the English- > 
men married Otaheitcan women, and when they 1 
were seized in 1789, many of them luxd children. | 
M r. .Stewart, in ]>artieuli| r, luul married the daughter, 
of a chief, who possessed a very large tract of; 
country; and when the i*audora arrived was} 
living with her a.s a man oi property and con- j 
Hcipience*. Morrison, lleyw'ood, and Stewart, ; 
when uL 'I’oobouai, h\d formed a plan of seizing | 
till' ship’s boat, and CBcaping to Otaheite, but j 
abandoned llio design, finding that tno condition! 
of tlio boat vvas too bad to give them a chance of 
6 UCCO.SS. Morrison now undertook to build a 
Hchdbner, wliicli, wdth the assistance of the car- 
^penter, the coojier, and some others, he completed, 
ilia object was to micli Batavia in time to join 
tlio next fleet bound to Holland, and he and six 
of his coiupanioiis actually (Set sail, but found 
tlieifisclvca obliged to return, as their stores 
proved too small for so long an expedition, and 
the natives, who ilid not wish to part with them, 
refused to give them more. This schooner ae- 

* The parthif: of po<1r Stewart and hla wife and child is 
described in tho first iniHsianui'y voyage of tha slu’p^ulf 
os having been bcart-ronding. His w^ife died of a brokao 
heart two months after his departure. 
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eompanied tlio Pandora when, slio left Otalicitc, 
arted company with her near tho Palmerston 
slands, but arrived safely at Samarang, in Java, 
after a voyage in which tlio crew suftered dread> 
fully from want pf water and provisions. She 
was an admirable sailer, and was afterwarjp em¬ 
ployed in the sea-otter trade, and subsequently 
bought at Canton by tlie late Captain Broughton, 
to assist in the survey of tho cyast of Tartary. 

Stewart and Heywood did not join Morrison iii 
this expedition, consideriiqi’ it .iinich better to 
remain at Otaheite, where it avus certain that 
some European vessel w'ould touch before a long 
time cla]>Bcd. 

When Captain Bligh arrived in England and tho 
account of tlie mutiny was given to the world, a 
universal feeling of sympathy for tho sutferers, 
and of indignation against the hiutinecrs, took 
possession of the j)ublic mind. It was felt, and 
justly, that any breach of tliat discipline which is 
tho main stay of the navy, the bulwark of Britain, 
is deserving of severe punishment; and that, the 
perpetoitors of so flagrant a violation of tho first 
of a ®aman’s duties should he pursued even to 
the uttermost parts of the earth, and brought 
back to answer for tljcir crinuj to tbeir injured 
country. The Admiralty were fully i)ossc3scd of 
these seutimeiits, and diitermined to make every 
effort to secure the offenders : w'ith tliis view tho 
I Pandora frigate, Capt. EdAvard EdAvards, moi^t- 
' ing twtmty-four guns and manned by a crew of 
124 men, was coiiiinissioned, ami so wh^II victualled 
that, to use tho expression of Mr. Hamilton Vhe 
surgeon, who has written an amusing, though 
rather coarse account, of a most disastrous voyage, 
they were obliged to eat a hole in tlieir bread 
before they had room to lie doAvnl'’ They sailed 
in August, 17.00, Avitli ordcr.s to proceed iu tlie 
fii*st instance to Otalieite, and, not lindiug the 
mutineers there, to visit the different groups of 
the Society and Friendly Islands, ainl the others 
in the neighbouring j)ai*ts of the. Pacific ; using 
their bc5jt emleavours to soI/aj and bring homo iu 
confinement the whole or such part of the delin¬ 
quents as they might be able to discover. 

On tho voyage tlio crew suffered much from an 
infectious fever, and at one time thirty-five men 
Avefc laid up sick in their hammocks. An alarm 
of a Spanish frigate bearing doAvn, put theiit to 
much iiiconvenieiice from tho lumbered state of 
the vessel ; but when the hulk-heads were all 
down and tho sliij) cleared foa action, the snjqmsed 
enemy turned out to be a goou friend, liis Majesty’s 
ship the Shark. 

They touched at Rio Janeiro, where Captain* 
Edwards was entertaint'd by tlio viceroy. His 
palace was handsome, and its interior decoratfoiis 
were very beautiful and singularly apj)ropriate. 
In various apartments, paintings on the ceilings 
displayed all the objects of natural history pecu¬ 
liar to the country.^ In ono apartment appeared 
the quadrupeds, in another the fishes, in a third 
tho birds and shells were disjAlayed hi groups and 
borderings. Tljis elegant mode of adorning rooms 
IS well worthy of iinitotion. 

The voyage from Rio was prosperous, and the 
vessel arrived iu Matavai B/iy on the 23rd of 
Maxyph, 1791. Inuuedjately on her itrrival, Cole¬ 
man, tho armourer, of' tho Bounty, put off in a 
canoe, and went ou bo^rd; he was quicldy followed 


by Stewart and Heywood, who voluntarily surren- i 
dered themselves; they, however, met with a very i 
ungracious reception from Captain Edwards, who i 
ordered them to be put in irons immediately. A; 
party was sent after tho rest of the mutineers, who! 
were soon secured ; and the wholo Avore lodged! 
together in a small prison erected for the purpose 
on tho quarter-deck, tho only entrance to which S 
Avas by a scuttlo in the roof, about eighteon inches' 
square, and confined with both legs and feet in: 
irons. The prisoners’ wives,” says Mr, llaniil- 
ton, in his account of the l^audora’s voyage, 
“visited the ship daily, and hreuglit their ehil-; 
ilreii, Avho were permitted to bo carried to tlicir ■ 
uiiliapi>y fathers. To seo the poor captives in; 
irons Aveeping over their tender ofls])ring, was too j 
moving a scene for any feeling heart. Their 
wives brought them ainph^ supplies of evory = 
delicacy that the country afforded Avhilc avo lay; 
th<'r<*, and iKiliavod Avitli the greatest fidelity aud ; 
afteetiou to them.” I 

Sixteen men had left the Bounty at Otaheite; 
fourteen were n(»\v on boai’d the Pandora; the ' 
remaining two hail both died violent deaths. One ' 
of tlu'si;, Churchill, was niurdertid by bis coni pa- : 
nioii Tfiomiisoii, for some insult lie’luul I’oceived;: 
and Thompson wiis in return stoned to death by i 
the natives, the frieiid.s of the iiiuiMlered man,; 
who had attained the rank of a eliiqf. \ 

Tlie I^andora set sail ou the fltli May, and 
proc^‘ed<;d to make a search, prolonged for three I 
montlis, among tho A'arious groups of islands, but j 
Avifliout meeting Avith any trace of Christian ;m<l j 
his coippauioiis, except on ono of the Palmerston ; 
Lslands, where a mast and some spare belonging to j 
tlie Bounty witc found. On the 2ytli of Augu.st they | 
arrived off New H,plland, and i‘an along the harrier ! 
reef, a bojj,t being sent out to look for an opening, but j 
in tlie night the ship struck, and she iiiiiiiediately I 
btrgan to fill with Avater; all hands were employiid I 
at the pumjis and baling from the liatcbAAsys, but | 
to no effect' the leak iucreasetl, and »lie b1u]» beat j 
over the reet^ mlo the Uoep water on the other i 
side. It was evident that she A\'as sinking, and | 
the peojile took to the boats. Three only of the i 
prisoners bad been libenited to work at the jminps,; 
but the prayers of the others to be alluAveJ to 
as.sist were totally disregarded; tho guard over 
them had been doubled, and all would have been 
droAViied if the armourer, eitlior by acciileiit or from 
de.sign, had not dropped his keys into the prison, 
and w’itli them they set themselves free; one of 
the sailors, at tho^risk of his life, lu.*ld on by the 
eooinbings, and drew out the long shackle bolts, 
and thus all but four, who miserably porishecl, 
saved thcmselvts at the moment that tho ship Avent 
down, and when the whole deck w-as under water. 
Stewart was one of those who were thus 
natoly lost. 

All who had contrived to escape made for a sandy 
key about three miles from the wr^k, and on mus¬ 
tering the hands it Avas found that H9 of tho ship’s 
corapany and ten of tho mutineers, were saved; but 
thirty-ono of the ship’s company, and four of the 
mutineers, had gone doAvii with tho Avreek. 

Tho survivors wcre*iiow distributed iu the boats, 
and aftoi^ a miserable voyage arrived at Coupang 
on tho 15th of August, where they remained three 
weeks. Here tho prisoners Avcrc again confined m 
irons in the castle, and Avere treated in the same way 
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at Batavia, whither they were transported ia aDutch 
ship. hVom thence they set sail in a Dutch India* 
man, but falling in witli the Goigon man-of-war at 
the Cape, they wore transferr^ to that vessel, 
and arrived at Spithead on the 19th June, 1792. 

The Court-Martial met on tlie 12th of September, 
and after an investigation which lasted six dayp, 
gave their judgment tliat tho charges had been 
proved against Peter Heywood, James Morrison, 
Thomas Ellison, Thomas Burkitt, John Millward, 
and William Musprat; but recommended Hey¬ 
wood and Morrison to mercy. Norman, Coleman, 
APlntosh, and Byrne, all of whom ha<l expressed 
their desire to go into the boat, were acquitted. 
Eventually, a free pardon was granted to Hey¬ 
wood, Morrison, and Muspmt; but the other 
three suffered the penalty of theii* crime, and were 
hung on board the Brunswick, on tho 29th of 
October. 

The caso of Heywood w^as particularly hard, 
and was generally so considered. lie had Jone no 
act which could bo construed into assisting in th<^ 
mutiny; but his case is an instance which should 
never be forgotten by the seaniau, of that salutary 
rule, which (^termincs that he who does uot oppose 
a mutiny, malics himself a part^*^ to it. There w'erc, 
liowever, so many extenuating circiunstances iii 
Ht^ywood’s case, as almost to take it out of the 
reacli of even this strict interpretation. He was 
only fifteen years of age, and this was his first 
voyage; waked from his sleep by tho ne;^ of a 
mutiny, lie came on deck, found the captain a 
i prisoner, lieard two of the officera (llaywartl and 
; i'rycr, wdio were afterwabds forced into the boat) 

I terrified at tho idea of houig turned adrift, en- 
I treat to he left in the ship, and saw that no effort 
was matlc by liis superiors or any otliA* to oppose 
tin; mutineers. He at first very natuirally deter¬ 
mined rather to risk liimsolf in tho ship than in 
the boat, of whose safety ho despaired; but he 
changed this detennination, and had with Stewart 
gone to his berth to get some t|^ings together, 
when, by order of the mutineers, the tw^o young 
men were confined below, and not )>crmHted to come 
upon deck till the boat with Captain Bligh liad 
})ut off. All these circumstances W'cre duly appre¬ 
ciated ; Mr. Heyw'ood was permitted, against the 
UHual practice in such cases, tO resume liis profes¬ 
sion,* in which his career was prosperous and hon¬ 
ourable. Ho saw much liard service, and attained 
the rank of cajitain. He died in the year 1825. 

It is now time to return to Christian, and pursue 
h\s unfortunate e.arecr. All accounts of his 
proceedings and of the fate of nis companions, arc 
derived from Alexander Smith, or os he after¬ 
wards called liimself, though frbm wliat cause is 
uot known, John Adams. His varying statements 
to tho different persons who saw him at Pitcairn’s 
Islaud regarding Chiistiau, though apparently ndf 
Very consistent, may pcrliaps be both true, espe- 
cially as no motive for falsehood is apparent. To 
Captains Staines and Pipon, who first visited him, 
ho stated that Christian was never happy, that he 
appeared full of shame and misery, al'ter tho des¬ 
perate act he had performed; and that on tho voy- 
to Pitcairn’s Island, hb shut himself up in his 
cabin, scarcely ever appeared, and wien he did. 


* I^rdHood, wbo sat as President on bis trial, received 
kba as a midshipman on board tho Victory* 


seemed sunk in tho deepest melancholy : yet he 
told Captain Beechey that Christian was always 
cheerful; that his example was of tho greatest 
service in exciting his'companionB to labour ; that 
he was naturally of a hajipy ingenuous disposition, 
and.#von tho good opinion and respect of all who 
served under him. It does not seem improbable 
that before he had effecteil liia object, and whilst 
ho was in contiufial dread of seizure by some 
Britisli vessel, doubts and fear might cloud his 
ngind, and deaden his spirit, yet that when ho 
found himself as he believed free from all danger 
and in the full command of those from whom 
ho exacted and received obedience, lie should be¬ 
come all that Adams stated him to he to Captain 
Beechey. ^ 

It has generally been supposed that ho was a 
prey to reinoi’sc, and that this feeling continually 
Avcighing upon and irritating his mind, rendered 
him morose and savage, and that tlie indulgence 
of such feelings cost him his life. This idea was 
grounded upon Ca.ptain Bligh's statement in liis 
iiariutioii, “that when he reproached Christian 
with his ingratitude, he rtspHed, ‘Tliat is^hat it 
is, Mr. Bligh ; I am in hell, 1 am in hell !”* and 
upon Adams’s statement of« liis conduct on the 
voyage to Pitcairn’s Island. The tividcnce on the 
Court Mai’tial sliows that Captain Bligh was quite 
mistaken in tiio words of Christian and their im¬ 
port. The master, Mr.Fryer, in his evidence stated 
that on coming on deck he said to Christian, “Con- 
sidt^r what you are about,” to which lie replied, 
“?Hold your tongue, sir ! I have been in hell for 
weeks past: Captain Bligh has brought all this on 
himselfalluding to the frequent quarrels that 
they had had, and the abuse ho had received from 
Captain Bliglr. With respect to Christian’s seclu¬ 
sion and apparent melancholy on the subsequent 
voyage, that lias already been noticed and an ex¬ 
planation attempted. 

Again, it lias been stated that Christian’s own 
act, in forcibly taking away the wife of one of the 
Utaheitans, was the occasion of his death ; that lie 
was shot by tlie injured husband. It will be seen 
ill tlie subsequent narration, that this was not the 
case; that Williams and not Christian was the 
offending party, and that his crime was the imme¬ 
diate, though not tho* only cause, of a general m- 
sfti*i*cction of the black men against the whites, 
ill wliich Christian fell; not a single victim, but 
with others. It is also worthy of remark, that on 
the visit of tho Ejiglish to Pitcairn’s Island the 
young natives on b*ng questioned concerning reli¬ 
gion, said it had been first taught by Christian's 
order. The mid-day prayer which they said he 
appointed is remarkable : ** I will arise and go to 
my father and say unto him, Father, I have 
sinned against heaven and before thee, and am no 
more worthy to ho called thy son.” This prayer, 
or rather confession, they said ChristiaiL liad ap¬ 
pointed to he said every day at noon, and that 
the practice was never neglected. . 

All this tends to prove that Christian’s feelings 
were more those of healthy rep^tanco than mor¬ 
bid remorse. 

From this digression we will now return to our 
narrative. ’ 

When Cliristian left Otaheite, there wm on 
hoard, besides himself, eight of the most despe- | 
rate of the mutmeers, and six men and twelvo 
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women, natives of Otalieite and Toobouai. His 
object was to seek out :in utiinhabited island, out 
of the track of voya'jerfl, whore he iuteud(}d to 
break up his vessel, and live with his companions 
secluded from the world. Ho foil in with an island 
first disco verted hv Captain Cartorot,and numvdby 
him Pitcairn^s Island. It was by him laid down 3 
degrees of longitude out of its true position, which 
ia 4' S. lat., and 130^ 25' long. 

Here Christian and hiB coiupainions ran the ship 
on the rocks, and after getting out every thipg 
useful, Btjt her on fire. The Kiiglish divided the 
whole island among them, ivsorving nothing for 
the Otaheitcans, wliom they treated as servants. 
They, Iiowever, lived t^n^etheu* pt'aceably for two 
years, built houses for tiuuuselves, and cultivated 
the ground; but a quarrel now broke out between 
the wdiite and the black iium. WilUains,one of the 
Englislmion, had lost bis wife, who fell from th<» 
rocks while gathering birds* eggs; and he now in¬ 
sisted on having another wife, or leaving the island 
in one of the ship's boats which had been pre¬ 
served, Ah he was a useful man, tliu English 
wisliod^to kec]) him, and made one of the black 
men give up his wife. 1*ho blacks detcrmine<l on 
revenge, and laid a plot to murdor all the English. 
Their plan was discovered by tiie w'onu'n, who were 
more attached to the -whites than to their own 
countryniou, and the atfair ciuled in the death of 
two of the natives, who wore treacherously kille<i 
in tlic woods by their corajanious on a promiso of 
pardon for themstdves. 

Another interval of quiet now tof>k place, b’ut 
the tyranny of tlujir musters again drt)ve the Cta- 
heiteous to re]>eliion. Christian, Williams, and 
Mills, foil victims to this attack; Quintal and 
M‘Koy fled to iho motuituiiiH; Vnimg was saved 
by the women; and Smith, or as he now (Milled 
himself, Adams, after being wounded, made his 
peace witli natives. After this (‘\eciition, the 
Otaheitcans pmcoenled to choose wiv<‘.s for tliem- 
selves, from the widows of the murdered men; 
but violent disputes arose, and in the (md, all the 
native men fell by the liaiids of the vvomt'n, excf'pt 
one who was shot by Young. The men who luul 
fled to tho mountains, now returned, and the four, 
Adams, Young, M*Koy, and,Quintal, lived peact.- 
ably for some years. 

M‘Ki)y, who was u Scotclmian, and conld not 
forget Ills beloved whiskey, was contiriiiQ.lly trying 
experiments on tlic tee root, and at last succoecled 
ill manufacturing a Hj)irituoua liquoi*; tho conso 
quonce of this was, that lie arid Quintal w<‘re con¬ 
stantly intoxicated, and in lii.s own (tasc this j)ro- ^ 
ceeded so far as to produce delirium, and in One 
of tho fits he threw himself from a cliff, and was 
killed on the spot. This was about 1798. “ 

Tn the course of next year Quintal’s wife was 
killed from a fall from the rocks, and nothing 
would satisfy him but tho wife of one of hi« com¬ 
panions, although there were several unmarried 
women to choose from ; Young'^and Adams would 
not give up their wives,'^and in revenge Quintal 
/attempted to murder them. His design waa pre¬ 
vented, but he swore ho would carry it into 
oxcciltion. Young and Adams now considered ^ 
themselves justified in putting IQulntal to death, 
to secure their own lives; tmd accordingly they 
executed their purpose by cutting him down with 
A hatchet* 


Two men alone were now loft of all who lia- 
landed on the island ; their situation, and th 
dreadful scenes tliey had witnessed—scenes o 
guilt which entailed their own punishment, nppea: 
to liave Jiiid thcii’ iluc effect. Young, who was c 
a respectable family, was tolerably educated, am 
^dams, who was a man of considerable abiUticE 
both ajqflied themselves in earnest to manage thei: 
little sotticmcnl with regularity and order. TJio’ 
studied the hiblc, and from its pag(?s learnt anc 
taught the good lessons of correct life in this worlc 
and the steadfast hope of a happier future. Th(n 
read tlui church prayers every Sunday, ant 
instructed Ihe chibh'on. Young died about 
year after Quintal, and Adams was now loft the 
solitary survivor. Ho steadily pursued the gooc 
course he had ]>egun, and was looUtnl up to by all 
as their chief ; he was their friend, adviKor, com¬ 
forter, instructor, and governor, lit; regulated 
every thing, and iiiidiu* Ins rule th(.*y prosjxu't'd. 

'I'hus they lived on, unknown to the worhl, but 
hajipy in tlu;ir own Hoeioty, and i)ur(; trom the 
follies and wickedm;ss which disturb the tranquil¬ 
lity of others, till tho year 1808 (eighteen ytmiT. 
from tlio foundation of the settlement), when lui 
American v(».ssel, the Topaz, Capt. b’olger, touched 
! at the island. Capt. Folg<;r wjis astonished at dis- 
! covering the descendants of the irmtinoiis ci*cw of 
the Ibiunty, in a race of young people I'apidly 
I s])riaging np to manhood, and spt^aking both 
I Eiiglkdi and Otaheitcan fluently. He found the 
littlo settUmient in gi*eat order and harmony: 
tlieir mimb(;r was about thirty-fiv(*, who all looked 
upon Adams as their 'fiithor and cotnmander.' 
' Captain Folger did not publish any account of hla : 
I diseovery, whicli was first iioti cod in the ne wspai>ers, 

I and afterwards aRthenti<;ated by a coniumnica- 
I tion made- by him to Lieutenant Fitzmaunce at 
! Valparaiso. 

i No more was licard of Pitcairn’s Island or its 
jtdiabitants, till 18M, when two frigates, the! 
Bi'ilon * and .Tagus, commanded by Sir Thomas 
Staim'si and Captain Pi])oh, cruising in tho Pacific, 
came to Pitcairn’s Island, which, from tho error 
in the charte before alluded to, they were sur¬ 
prised at luoeting with in that position. Their 
astonishment was increased when they were hailed 
by the ci*ew of a canoe winch haxl put off to them, 
with “ Won’t yon heave ns a rope now ? ” After 
' Home difficulty, for the rope couhl not he made fast 
to the canoe, the crew came on board ; they wore 
fine young men, abjuit five feet tem inches high, with 
manly features, pqBWcing Bomowhat of the Otahei- 
tean east of countenance, and with long black hair. 
Their dress was a mantle tied round the waist by 
a girdle; one end'being thrown over the Bhoulders, 
and the otlier hanging to the knees, very much in 
4 the fashion of tho belted plaid of tho ancient 
HighlandcrB. They woro straw hats ornamented 
with feathers. Tlie young women have invariably 
beautiful teeth, fine eyes, and an open expression 
of countenance, with an engaging air of simple 
innoCenco and sweet sensibility; and their man- 
iiora, far from displaying the licentiousness com¬ 
mon to tho inhabitants of other South Sea islands, 
were simple and unsc^phisticated, but perfectly 
modest. 


* An aocount of the voyage of tbo Briton was pubUflbi;^ 
by Mr. Sfitllibeer, one of her lieutenants. 



APPENDIX, 


A few questions put and answered on both sides 
exi)lained every thing, and one of the visitors 
proved to be son of Christian, who was the first born 
on tlic island, and chriatened Tliuraday October, 
and niiothoi* was the son of Young. They were 
naturally delighted and astonished at all they saw 
in the ship, but were greatly puzzled with the cov, 
and could not determine whether it was a huge 
goat or a horned pig, those being tbo only two 
quadrupeds they were acquainted with. 

They were asked into the cabin to breakfast, 
hut before partaking of the meal, both stood up, 
and one of them, putting his liands in a posture of 
liiwotion, asked a blessing ; and they were sur- 
prisi'd to observe that this practice, which they 
Huid wjis taught them by Adams, was not attended 
to by tbeir now acquaintance. 

Sir Thomas Staines and Captain Pipon deter¬ 
mined to go on shore, which they oftccted through 
a considerable surf, whieb thoroughly wetted 
them ; and when Adams found that there vusno in¬ 
tention of seizing him, and that the two captains 
bad come ashore unarmed, he came down to the 
beach, lie was a fine looking old man, between 
fifty and sixty. He took the captains to his own 
house, which stood at one end of the square, round 
which the houses, which all exhibit traces of 
European construction, aro placed ; the centre is 
a green, fenced in for the poultry, of which they 
have a large stock. 

Sir Thomas Stiiincs mode a proposal fo*Adaraa 
to go liomc with him, which ho apj>cared aBJcious 
to do; hut wlu^ ho fij)okq of his desire to his family, 
a touching scenes of sorrow was immediately dis¬ 
played, and his daughter flinging her arms round 
his neck, asked him ‘‘ who would the,n take care 
of all his little children 1” He could not resist 
such entreaties, and although it Avas perhaps the 
strict duty of the captains to fake him, ytjt they 
felt themselves justified in waiving its execution 
in this poeuliar case. 

They found every thing regulated Avitli ,the most 
exact order ; every family possoRsed its separate 
property, Avliich Avas well cultivated, John Adains 
loading the young men and women to Avork every 
day. He did not encourage marriage before some 
]u*op(Tty was got together for the support of a 
family ; a rule that Avaa Avillingly submitted to, 
and in no case had the slightest tendency to liber¬ 
tinism been observed. 

^ Adams was accustomed to jAorform tlu' ceromo- 
nicH of baptism and marriag^^ut had not venturt'd 
to administer the sata'amcn^B 0 

After a stay of two day^mly, the Tlriton andj 
Tagus departed, and the next account of thtj island 
IK that of Captain Beechey, who visited it in 11125 ; 
he gives an equally pleasing account of the people 
as it may not improperly be descriljed^ thjs 
liimily of Pitcairn’s ’Island, and of the patriarch 
Adams, Ho found a. ncw-comcr among them, a 
man named Buffett, who had belonged to a Avbaler, 
but was BO much delighted with the society of this 
little settlement, that ho begged to remain! He 
was a uAan' of a religious turn of mind, and being 
possessed of some infomyvtion made himself very 
nseful both as schoolmaster and clcrgynian. Cap- 
bun Beechey attended church, where .Tolin Adams 
^•ad the prayers of the Church of England and 
Buffett preached, but for fear any of liis sermon 
niiglit be forgotten he repeated it three times over. 
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All the inhabitants were particular in thoir reli¬ 
gious observances, never omitting thoir morning 
and evening prayer and hymn. 

Tho furniture of flieir houses was very good; 
they manufactured bedsteads, chests, tables, and 
Btotfis. Tho cloth for thoir sheets and dresses is 
nAanufaetured from tho paper mulberry tree. 
Their houses were large and strongly built of 
wood, thatched with the leaves of the palm-tree ; 
they build them with, two stories, the upper one 
being tlie slet'ping *^oni, and the lower tho eating 
room. 

Tho peculiar and unprecedented condition of 
those hi^py islanders, has always excited the most 
lively interest in all who have visited their hospi¬ 
table villaga; tmiting all the simplicity of tho 
untaught savage, with tho regular industry and 
religious fccUnga of cultivated society, they pre¬ 
sented an anomaly in tlie human race wViich had 
ncv<>r before been prcsciihid to tlie cyo of the 
philosopher. 

All their feelings and habits were moulded upon 
the patriarchal model; Adains was looked on os 
their chief and father, from a natural feeling of 
revercnco for him, the oldest of the community, 
whose wisdom taught them* how to supply those 
wants which they felt, and how to secure the 
liappinoss they experienced by pursuing a life of 
peace and concord. Being liiinsclf taught by ex¬ 
ample, his pupils profited by his experience with¬ 
out being exposed to the snares and temptations 
qf corrupt society. 

What Avould have been the result, had this 
society been jicnnitted to remain unmolested on 
their sea-girt and rock-embattled forti*oss for 
two or iliret generations, it is impossible to de¬ 
termine ; tho enemy have suiqirised the fort, the 
wolf has found his way into the sliecpfold ! 

When John Adams Avas dying, he called his 
children, as tho islanders may not improperly bo 
termed, uroinid liini, and after exhorting them to 
rcnicinbcr the good counsels lie had given them, 
and never to fail in their religious and nioi*al 
duties, he recommended them, Avhen he Avas gone, 
to choose one from among them who should he 
their chief. 

They did not follow this advice of tho venerable 
patriarch, and the reason is obvious. At this 
time tlirce other EngliHhinen, besides Adams, were 
residing on tho island, each of wh<»m, from his 
prosuiiicd superior knoAvlcdgc, was ^ tho unso- 
plusticatcd sinipliVty of the islanders conRidered 
bother fitted to t‘ominai»d than one of themselves, 
and who would probably have refused to obey 
one of those Avboin they considered as their pupils. 
Had a choico been made among tho Englishmcu, 
tdcre»Avas (from their character and various pre¬ 
tensions) every probal)ility of a contest for power. 
One of them, by marriage Avitli Adams’s daughter, 
was posflessed of property in the island, and as 
such might perbryps have claimed tho succession 
AS the legitimate'roprc^eiitativo of the chief; 
Bufiett had long lived anrong them, exercising tho 
honoured offices of their sch(A)lma8ter and spi¬ 
ritual teacher; whilst George Nunn Hobbs, who 
apjAcars to liavo liccn an ignorant fanatic, was 
already disputing the latter function with Buffett. 

They feared that discord and contentlon'would 
result from any choico under these circumstanceb. 
and as ambition had not yet lighted her unhal- i 
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lowed flame on the pure altar of thoir innocent 
hearts, none among themselves attempted to claim 
superiority, and from the death of Adams they 
continued without a chief, of any authorised cheek 
upon disorder. The natural results have suc¬ 
ceeded, and the once Jiappy family is ecatlLTcd 
and divided. 

The island is from six to seven miles in circum¬ 
ference, and contains an area of about 2500 acres, 
one-twelfth of which only y/i/BB cultivated at the 
time of Captain Waldegravc*t visit in 1830. The 
population was then only 79, and Captain Waldc- 
gravo computed that the soil, if fully cultivated, 
would support one thousand souls, whi#i is per¬ 
haps an excessive estimate. The soil naturally 
produces the cocoa-nut, plantains, hfliianos, yams, 
sweet potatoes, taro-root, the clothrtree, tho ban¬ 
yan {Jicus Indicus)t and the mulberry; the bread¬ 
fruit (brought by Christian), water-melons, pump¬ 
kins, potatoes, tobacco, the lemon, and orange, 
had been cultivated with success. 

From remains of ancient morals, or burying- 
laces, and some rudely carved images, and 
atchets found on the island, it appears to have 
been formerly inhabited, but abandoned, either 
from the population fexcccdiiig the means of sup¬ 
ply, or, which is quite as likely, from the death of 
all the inhabitants. . 

The dread of over-peopling their islands seems 
quite a disease among the inliabitauts of the Poly¬ 
nesian islands; and to this may he attributed tho 
institution of tho detestable society of Arreoy^, 
whoso ^>rofeBScd object is to lessen the population, 
which it does very effectually. Their wars are 
also a constant drain, and their indolent and 
intemperate life induces maladioftwhicli also serve 
to thin the population. All these causes have 
operated so efticlently, that there is every iTtason 
to beliovo that the population of the vai*ious 
islands was as great, if not larger, two or three 
hundred years ago, as it is at present; yet the 
dread of over-population still continues. 

, How different was it with the natives of Pit¬ 
cairn ! bred up in temperance and virtue (for 
the fate of Quintal and M^Koy produced its due 
effect), they were as remarkable for vigorous 
health and extraordinary mufcular power, as for 
the rectitude of their moral conduct. It was ap 
easy feat for the men to swim round their island; 
and the women, whose beauty and engaging man¬ 


ners have been already noticed, were scarcely 
inferior to the men. George Young and Edward 
Qu'mtal, two of the islanders, have each carried, 
at one time, a kedgc-anchor, two slcdgo-hammers, 
and an armourer’s anvil, weighing together up¬ 
wards of six hundred pounds; and Quintal once 
carried a boat twenty-eight feet in length. They 
had begun to build regular keeled boats, instead 
of canoes, and if left to themselves would havo 
found means of emigration when tho time came, 
and a surplus population made such a proceeding 
necessary; but by their more recent visitors they 
appear to have been inoculated with this foolish 
fear of exhausting their resources, and if any arc 
now left they are but a remnant. 

In consequence of a representation made by 
Captain Beechey, a supply of various ai’ticles of 
dross and agricultural tools were sent out from 
Valparaiso in the Seringapatam, Capt, the Hon. 
W. WaUlegrave, who arrived in March 1830. He 
found that two new visitors had come among them, 
John Evans, tlie son of a coach-maker in Long 
Acre, and Georgo Nunn Hobbs ; this latter had 
assumed the offico of clcrg^yTnan and schoolmas¬ 
ter, before exercised by Buffett, and*had in fact 
created a sort of schism in tlic once peaceful society, 
whilst the religious doctrines bo taught ai»prared to 
savour more of cant than true piety. Captain 
Waldegi’ave found that Adams had^died iu tho 
preceding year, 1829. The population at the 
time of Captain. Waldegravc’s visit was estimated 
at 1% and alrea<ly the people had begun to specu¬ 
late on removing to a larger islai^. This idea 
has Binc6 been encouraged by the missionaries 
engaged in the South Sea Islands ; and it is un¬ 
derstood thf t, about thrtio years ago, tho design 
was carried into execution, and tho inhabitants 
transported* to Otaheitc and other neighbouring 
islands. The destruction of such a society, so 
pure and so happy, cannot be contemplated with¬ 
out a sigh. Never perhaps was there an instance 
of such good seed springing, from so evil a stock ; 
and the example of Adams, who from a man of 
violence and blood became the venerated patriarch 
of a thriving colony, who owed all they knew to his 
care and instruction, may serve to teach a useful 
lesson, proving as it does that man, having tho will, 
still has the power to retrace his steps in the path 
of evil, and to turn them, though tardily yet surely, 
to the path of good. 
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